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LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 











CHAPTER 1 


Account of Lazarillo’s Parents; his Birth; and ihe 
Amours 6 of Antonietta “Perez, his AGiiher, with 
the Moor Laide. 


qaEF ORG Ienter on the particu- 
lars of my own life, it feems to 
me neceflary that I fhould give fome 
account of thofe to whom I owe it: 
in confequence of this idea, I acquaint 
my readers, that the names of my 

Vou I. B parents 
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parents were Thomas Gonzalez and 
Antonietta Perez. hey were natives 
of Tegares, a fuburb of Salamanca ; 
I was called Lazarillo de Tormes, 
from being born on the-river of that 
name, as I fhall recount preiently.. 


_ My father, God reft his foul! had 
rented for fifteen years a mill on the 
River Tormes, and was allowed to 
every e. pert in the bufinefs of it. 
My mother, in paffing the river one 
night, was feized fo fuddenly with the 
pains incident to the fituation fhe was 
in, that I made my appearance before 
fhe could reach home. I-may there- 
fore juftly fay, I was born on the 
river; and were I inclined, like fome 
cee men of paft ages, to flourifh 
ax the account of my birth, I might 
call myfelf a ‘fon of fome river apd: 
a fingular event in my life would 
ftrengthen 
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{trengthen the claim; but I fcorn de- 
ception; my readers willfind I do not 
difguife even what it may not be very 
glorious to difclofe. To return. I was 
{carcely eight years of age, when my 
father was accufed of having given 
fome cruel ftabs to the facks of his 
cuftomers ; he was taken up on this 
charge, confefied it to be true, and 
fuffered like a hero the punifhment 
inflicted by juftice. 


At this period our fovereign was 
railing an army again{t the Moors, in 
which my father, as he was obliged 
to quit his native place, engaged ; he 
got into the fervice of an officer, to 
whom he proved fo faithful, that 
when his mafter took his departure 
from this world, his fervant followed 
him, 


My 
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My mother being left thus with- 
out affiftance or fupport, refolved te 
apply to fome good people, and to 
gain an honelt livelihood, by follow- 
ing their example. Accordingly fhe 
went to live in the town, where fhe 
hired’ a fmall houfe, and took in 
boarders; fhe alfo wafhed for the 
grooms of the commander of the 
Magdelans. In confequence of fre- 
quenting the {tables to fetch the li- 
nen, fhe attracted the regard of a 
Moor, who was fuperintendant of that 
department ; he became defperately in 
love with her; it was not in my mo- 
ther’s nature to be cruel. 


In a fhort time they became fuch 
ood friends, that the Moor often 
eame to pals his evening's at our houfe ; 
it was dangerous going home in the 
aark, he therefore always ftaid till 
the 
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the morning ; and fometimes he w ould 
come too in the middle of the day, un-" 
der pretence of buying eggs, though, 
heaven knows, we had no hens. Thus 
by degrees, he got a complete foot~ 
ing in the houfe. 


I was at firft very mich difpleafed 
at this familiarity ; the black fkin and. 
ugly face of the Moor frightened me ; 
befides, I did not fee what right he 
had to quarter himfelf on us in this: 
manner; but, perceiving at length,- 
that we fared better fince he paid his: 
vifits, | accommodated myfelf to them 
with all imaginable facility ; in fact, 
he never came to fee us without bring+ 
ing a nice difh of meat, or fowls; he 
fupplied us alfo with bread and wine, 
and even with firing all the cold wea~ — 
ther. 


B 3 
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It is rather natural to fuppofe, that 
this tender attachment would be at- 
tended with fome fufpicious circum- 
{tances ; a trifling oceurrence of this’ 
nature arole, for, one fine morning, 
my mother made usa prefent of a 
prettly little black boy, to whom I 
was appointed nurfe. 


I remember one day, when my little 
brother could walk, the Moor wanted 
to play with him, the poor child ac- 
cuftomed to the fight of my mother 
and me, who were white, few towards 
her, and pointing his finger in mock- 
ery at his father, cried out, mammy, 
mammy, the monfier! the monfter! 
the Moor burft out a laughing, and 
called him a httle baftard. 


Though I was buta child, I reflect- 
ed deeply on what my little brother 
had 
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had faid, and thought to my‘felt, that 
there were others in the world who 
reproached their neighbours for want 
of knowing Pp crlul yes es 


\s ill luck would have it, this con- 
nection of my left handed father-in- 
law came to the ears of the com- 
mander, who fet a watch on him ; 
and it was difcovered that he robbed 
the horfes of their corn; that the 
bran, the wood, the very combs, 
brufhes, horfe cloths, and linen; in 
fhort, every thing difappeared, and 
were faid to be loft; that rather than 
want the means of contributing to the 


Bp 


funport of my mother and the child, 
the charitable Moor had even taken 
the fhoes from the horfes’ feet to con- 
vert into money. 


B 4A, This 
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This, and various other things of 
the kind were proved on him, for they 
queftioned me fo clofely, threatening» 
me with the moft horrid punifhments 
if I did not confefs the truth, that my 
fears made me tell more than they: 
afked ; I acknowledged even felling, 
by my mother’s. order, the locks of 
the ftable door, which her lover had’ 
given her, 


My father-in-law was whipped in: 
forma amplifima, and my mother for- 
bid, on pain of a fimilar cafligation, 
to put her foot in the commander’s 
houfe again, or to admit the Moor 
into hers. Thus ended the loves of 
Zaide the Moor, and the fair Anto- 
nietta! My mother made a virtue of 
neceflity, and bore her fate with. 
chriftian patience; but, to avoid the 
unealinefs that might be given her by 
cenfori- 
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cenforious tongues, changed her place 
of refidence, and took up her abode. 
at an inn, where fhe found employ- 
ment in waiting on the guefts ; and as 
I was old enough to go on the er- 
rands of the houfe, we got by thefe 
means a decent livelihood. 
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CH AP TE Ree 


Lazarillo enters into the Service of a blind Mar. 


fis Charaéter. The Tricks they played each other. 


BLIND old man eame one fees 
i to refrefh himfelf at our inn, and 
being in want of fomebody to con- 
duct him about, I was recommended’ 
to him as a fharp lad, who would an- 
wer his purpofe. He queftioned me, 
and being fatisfied with my anfwers, 
begged me of my mother ; fhe did 
not require much eloquence to per- 
fuade her to part with me, but con- 
tented herfelf in recommending me 
to his care. She told him, I was the 
fon of an honeft man, who was killed 
at the battle of Geleas; fhe hoped, 
with the blefling of providence, I 


fhould 
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fhould be as good as my father ; and 
as | was a poor orphan, fhe added, 
he fhould regard me as his child. 


The blind man: was lavith of his 
promifes ; he affured her he fhould, 
as fhe defired, treat me as his own 
child. My mother was fatisfied ; and 
I entered into the fervice of my nev 
yet old mafter. 


We remained fome few days longer 
in Salamanca, in which time I dif- 
covered that my mafter exercifed the 
profeffion of a beggar; but as he found 
his talents met not the reward they 
merited in this town, he refolved to 
decamp. Previous to our departure, 
I went to take leave of my mother ; 
fhe wept, kiffed, and bleffed me, fay- 
ing, my mind mifgives me, my child, 
that I fhall never fee you more ; re- 
B 6 
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ceive then: my laft advice ;: remember 


the example of your parents, and do- 


not difgrace your education ; be ho- 
neft; I have provided you: a good: 
mafter ; make the moft of your ad- 
vantages, and providence be your 
guide. 


My mother’s counfel funk into:my. 
mind, I refolved to pay implicit obe= 
dience to her advice, and to follow 
the example fhe had fet me; if her 
ideas of goodnefs did not agree witli 
the ideas of others on this fubje@t, I 
hope my readers will not condemn a 
mere difference of opinion. 


My refolution thus made, and my 
principles formed by fuch examples 
as had been recommended for my 
mode}; I entered on the great world. 


As 
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As foon as [returned to my matter, 
we fet out on our departure from Sa- 
lamanca. Onour arrival at the bridge, 
I perceived at one end of it, a figure 
carved in ftone, which looked like a: 
bull. I afked what it was placed there 
for? The blind man told me to go 
very near, and I fhould hear it roar. 
F accordingly put my head almoft 
clofe to it, filly enough to believe him: 
when he found I obeyed, he pufh- 
ed me fo violently againft the devilith 
beaft, that it almoft fplit my fkull. 
I roared out, though the beaft was™ 
filent ; and my matter burft out a: 
laughing at the trick he -had played: 
me, faying at the fame time, for my: 
comfort, let this be a leflon to thee, 
poor fimpleton ; know that he who 
leads the blind, fhould bé more cun= 
ning than the devil. I comprehend- 
ed immediately the meaning of this 
| enigma, 
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enigma, and as if awakened from the 
dreams of my childhood, faid to my- 
felf, faith, he is in the right, it is time 
to open the eyes of my underftanding, 
and think for myfelf; left to the wide 
worid, my wits are all I am to de- 
pend on for my provifion. 


As we purfued our journey, my 
matter taught me the jargon of his 
profeffion; he found mean apticholar, 
which fo delighted him, that he ex- 
claimed, “ Lazarillo, my child, IT have 
neither gold nor filver to give thee, 
but I will give thee what is more 
precious, — good advice, — which 
will enable thee to maintain thyfelf 
hand{fomely, and to conduét thee with 
honor through the world.” He was 
as good as his word for I can truly 
vouch, that I owe all 1 am to him ; 
though blind himfelf, he enlightened 
me, 
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me, and fhewed me the ways of 
worldly wifdom. 


Of all the beings nature ever pro- 
duced, there never was one who un- 
der{tood how to fee their advantage 
of human weaknefs, better than my 
mafter. He knew more tricks than one 
to gain a livelihood ; magic, phyfic, 
and theology, were called as: the 
occafion demanded, to his aid. He 
had love-powders for young girls to 
recover their faithlefs fweethearts, 
charms for the cure of every diforder, 
and prayers ior the fervice of the old 
devotees ; thefe laft he recited in a 
low voice, but fo diftinétly, that the 
whole church admired his devotion : 
and unlike thofe of his kind, who were 
not fo well verfed in the ait, he em- 
ployed no grimaces or contortions of 
countenanee, 
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In his phyfical charaéter, Galen was 
a novice to him ; his patients had only 
to name their diforder, and he found 
a remedy for it immediately ; one was: 
defired to gather fuch a root, another 
to apply a particular herb; on thofe 
who could pay for it, he had relics 
to beftow, which would preferve them 
from every kind of evil. By ‘thefe 
means he acquired fuch fame in every 
place through which he paffed, that 
we were always furronnded by a 
croud, who placed implicit confidence: 
in him; the women in particular, 
had fuch faith, that they never fwore 
but by the blind man. Nor was fame 
theonly reward ofhis talents ; he gain- 
ed very confiderable fums of money ;. 
but he was fuch a miferly wretch,. 
that he would not allow me, with his 
own will, enough: to keep. lite and 
foul together; nay, to fuch a pitch 
3 did 
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did he: earrv this difpofition, that he 
not only ftarved me, but himfelf too, 


A fool would have funk a hundred 
times under my circumftances. I, 
however, in fpite of the cunning of 
my old man, contrived by my tricks,. 
and the deceptions I paffed.on him, 
to outwit him ; and generally was fo. 
fuccefsful as to-gain the largeft fhare: 
of whatever was given to him. To. 
give my readers fome idea of the 
f{tratagems I employed,. I will relate 
a few of them, though they did not 
always end exactly as I could: with, 
to be fure. 


He always carried the bread, meat, 
and whatever elfe was given to: him,. 
in a’ cloth wallet, which he faftened 
with a padlock; whenever he was 
obliged to. have recourfe to this re- 
pofitory,. 
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pofitory, it was done with fo many 
precautions, and he kept his accounts 
fo clearly, that old nick himfelf could 
not have robbed him of a crumb: 
When he had given me my portion, 
which I fwallowed 1 p with eafe in two 
mouthfuls, he carefully locked up the 
wallet, and fuppofing it then fafe, let 
it lay carelelsly by him; I watched my 
opportunities, and pretending I was 
otherwife engaged, drew near the 
wallet on tiptoe, and unripping one 
of the feams, helped myfelf to bread, | 
meat,and whatever I liked, then fewed 

it up again, and put it in its place ; 
by this means I gained, if not enough 
to latisfy me, fufficient to preferve me 
from {tary ing. All the money I could 
{crape together, I converted into half 
clanes*, and whenever his benefac- 


* A fraall Spanith coin, in value about a fourth 
of our halfpenny, 
tors 
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tors extended their charity, I held my 
hand, and putting the whole clane 
(their ufual donation) hafiily into my 
mouth, I gave hima half clane, which 
was ready in my hand for the pur- 
pole ; and cunning as he was, I proved 
too many for him. When by the feel 
of the money he found his alms re- 
duced to half what it ufed to be, he 
complained bitterly. ‘* What can be 
the reafon of this, Lazarillo, he would 
fay to me, ever fince you have been 
with me, I have received only half 
what I ufed to get; nay lefs, for I 
have known the times when the cha- 
ritable people have given me even a 
maravela. I muft needs lay this at 
thy door; thou art an unlucky lad.” 
—Perhaps fome of my readers may 
agree with him, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP TRAP 


Lazarillo, Ly various Stratagems, gets the blind. 
ih Adfan’s Wines, is difcovered; his Mafter’s Re- 


venge. 


M* matter generally at our meals,. 

put his wine, which was in 
an earthen jug, on one fide of him; I 
flily ftretched out my arm, and giving: 
It a couple of long, but filent kifles, 
put it back again with the fame care. 
This trick, however, did not procure 
me any lafting advantage, for my. 
mafter perceiving by his draughts,. 
that his quantity was diminifhed, 
to fecure it in future, always held 
it by the handle. 


| His precautions only made memore 
q i | ingenious in finding out devices ; my 
a next 
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next plan was, to procure a long ftraw; 
by which means I ebtained a charm- 
ing portion; but whether the cun« 
ning devil fufpected the trick, or 
‘heard me fuck, I know not, but chang« 
ing his plan all at once, he placed the 
jug between his knees, and kept one 
hand over the top, while he eat with 
the other. 


Finding that this invention was of 
no further ufe, I fet my brains to 
‘work to difcover feme other that 
‘would fervemy turn; for I was grown 
fo fond of my beverage by this time, 
that I would rather have gone 
without clothes. I bethought mys 
felf therefore, of making a fmall 
hole at the bottem ef the jug, which 
T clofed with a bit of wax. When 
fupper time came, under pretence of 
being cold, I fat on the eround, 
crouding 
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crouding between my mafter’s legs, 
then taking a lamp, I applied the 
flame to the wax, which melted in- 
{ftantly, and a imall ftream of wine 
ran into my mouth, which was placed 
fo commodioufly for its reception, 
that not a drop went befide it. 


When the old man returned to the 
charge, he was aftonifhed to find the 
jug almoft empty ; he wifhed the wine 
and jug at the devil, unable to con- 
ceive how it could have happened, that 
he was now outwitted. In the midit 
of his grumblings, I faid, well, | hope 
you will now no longer fufpect me of 
drinking your wine ; you have taken 
your meatures fo well, that you muft 
be convinced I could not get a drop. 
He made me noanfwer, but kept turn- 
ing the jug about, and feeling every 
part of it; his fearch appeared inef- 
fectual, 


’ m =" . 
DO ala ath gem ei en a tench ee I tT 
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fectual, for he took no further notice 
then. 


The next day, fuppofing mylfelf 
undifcovered, I took my utual place, 
and prepared to enjoy my bottle. I 
lay at my eafe, my eyes half clofed, 
fucking in delicious draughts, when, 
all of a fudden, without my having 
the fmalleft fufpicion of his intentions, 
the blind man, with violent rage, 
feized with both hands this delight- 
ful but cruel jug, and dafhed it down 
with all his ftrength on my head. 
Unprepared for fuch a blow, the 
old man’s revenge was complete. I 
thought the roof of the houfe. had 
fallen in; in fa@t, the ftroke was fo 
well aimed, that I was deprived of 
all fenfe and motion. The jug was 
broken in a thoufand pieces, fome of 
which were buried in my face; befides 
which 
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which, it broke half a dozen of my 
teeth, of which I feel the lofs to this 
hour. 


From that moment, heaven forgive 
‘me, I conceived fuch an averfion to 
my wretch of a matter, that I never 


‘could conquer it; it was in vain that 


he afterwards attempted to make me 


forget it by careffes and fair {peeches; 


I too plainly perceived through’ all 
this flattery, that he took a malicious 
pleafure in the revenge he had had, 


and this made it {tick in my gizzard. 


To return tomy fiory. The old 
man, when he found he had fuc~- 


‘ceeded in his intentions to his hearts 


content, wafhed my wounds with 
fome wine, and when I recovered, faid 
to me fmiling, and pointing to the 


wine, “you fee, Lazarillo, that what 


wounds . 
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wounds, cancure ;’ but I was not ina 
humour to relifh his bon mots. 


As I began to recover of the contu- 
fions and wounds which had fo cruelly 
disfigured me, I confidered within 
mylelf, that if the blind man played 
me a few more of thefe tricks, he 
would foon be rid of me; and as I 
did not quite approve of this kind of 
diicharge, I refolved to adopt one that 
fhould pleafe me better, and at the 
fame time revenge me of him; but I 
delayed the execution of it till I was 
perfectly cured, when I hoped a fa- 
vorable opportunity would occur. My 
ma{ter, as if he was refolved to fe« 
cond my intentions by his conduct, 
foon returned to his old ways, fo that 
if I had been inclined to forgive him, 
it would have been impoflible. . He 
{tarved and beat me in the moft cruel 

Vou. I. ¢ manner, 
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manner, and tore the hair from my 
head, on the moft trifling pretences ; — 
if any body out of compaffion to me, 
remonftrated with him, he dire@ly 
told them the ftory of the wine, fay- 
ing, ‘* you believe that this is a poor 
innocent boy, who is very ill ufed, 
but I will foon convince you how much 
you are miftaken; you fhall judge 
whether the devil himfelf could be 
more wicked.” Thofe who liftened 
to him, crofled themfelves, and faid, 
well, who would have thought that 
fuch a child could conceive tricks fo 
artful ; and,! laughing at the recital, 
added, punifh him, punith him, by all 
means, old man; God will reward 
you. Though the perfon to whom 
they {poke was blind, I will {wear he 
was not deaf, for he was very punc- 
tual in following their advice: this 
was not the way to make me forget 
the 











LAZARILLO DE TORMES. a? 


the wine bufinefs. However, I found 
means to be revenged, by leading him 


through all the naftieft places, and 


“over the rougheft roads; I did not 
mind having my fhare on thefe oc- 
cafions, for I would willingly have 
parted with one eye, provided by that 
facrifice he had loft both, if he had 
had them to lofe. 


Whenever he ftumbled over any 
rubbifh, or got into any of the traps 
Laid for him, ‘he was fure to give 
me arap of the fkull, which was fo 
often’ repeated, that I had lumps all 
‘over my head. It was in vain that 1 
aflured’ him that I chofe the beft 
road; the old rogue was too cunning 
to believe me. To prove to what a 
degree he carried this quality, I will 
relate a little fpecimen of his art. 


Ce CHAP. 
























aay LY 

























THE..LIEE- OF 


CHAPS hia. 


The Saufage metamorphofed into a Lurnip, ~Confe- 


quence of the Goangei: 


W HEN we. quitted Salamanca, 

it was my mafier’s: defign to 
travel towards Toledo ; for though 
that place was not celebrated for the 
charity of its inhabitants, they were 
known to have the power, if they had 
not the inclination, ;to. give; and.;he 


agreed avith the old proverb, . that 


fays, more is to be got by riches with» 


out charity, than poverty, with tt, .We 


therefore took that road, and pafled 
through all. the principal . towns. 
Thofe which we found hofpitable, we 
remained fome days in; from thofe 
which were otherwife, we fpeedily 
departed, 


It 
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Tt osvas’in the feafon of the vintage 
that we pafled through a village cal- 
led Almorax. A-vintager gave us out 
of charity a bunch of grapes. My 
old-man would fain have kept them, 
to eratify his miferly difpofition ; but 
they had‘ been bruifed, and therefore, 
if put into the wallet, would have 
become’ mouldy, and fpoiit the reft of 
the larder; in’ fpite of himfelf, he 
therefore found he fhould be obliged 
to eat them immediately, and willing 
to take every advantage of the cir- 
cum{tance, he tried.to make up to 
me, as he thought, the blows he 
had been more than ufually lavith of 
that day. 


After having held the grapesa con- 
fiderable time in his hand, debating, 
as I conjectured, whether it was beft 
to eat them or not, for I was pretty 
C 3 well 
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well acquainted ,with the arguments 
held betwixt his appetite and. his.ava- 
rice; he at length, defired .me,to'lead, 
him to fome.comfortable refiing- place, , 
which, when .] had. done,,, he, dfaid,, 
“* we wil .have a treat.to day, Laza- 
rHlo ; I will divide this bunch of grapes 
with thee; we will fharethem equally, 
like brothers... Te, do. this fairly, we: 
muft take one a-picce at a timei: 
Now mind thee dos‘nt cheat.me., I 
promile thee faithfully to be true to. 
the bargain on my fide.” 


{t was agreed on, and we fet to; 
but at.the:fecond .attack, the-/old 
rogue changed his mind, and took 
two each time; feeing that he thus 
cancelled his promife, I thought T had. 
a right to follow his example, and to. 
punifh him for; the default; therefore, 
net fatished with fimply doing that, 
i cram- 
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I crammed them into my mouth, as 
many as I could get at once. 


You will judge, my good reader, 
that they were foon finifhed. » When 
my maf{ter perceived they were al- 
ready difpatched, he fhook his head, 
and faid, “thou haft cheated me, 
Lazarillo; I believe from my foulthou 
ha{t eat two ata time.” “ Me! replied 
I; I beg your pardon there; I have 
a coni{cience as well as other folks.” 
“Oh, to be fure, faid the fly knave ; 
but I am fure Iam right; confefs the 
truth,” “you have eat two at atime”? 
The idea of his being fo far from the 
mark, tickled my fancy, fo that I burft 
out alaughing; but my old man foon 
made me laugh on the other fide of 
my mouth, for he gave me with his 
great mutton fift a blow on the head 
that made my ears fing, and my teeth 
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dance, faying at the fame time, * fo 
thou doft think thou haft impofed on, 
me, but for once, I was prepared for 
thy tricks, and counted the grapes 
before we began, fo that I know thou 
muft have crammed them by dozens. 
down that voracious throat of thine.” 
“I muttered out, that he had firft 
broke the bargain ;” and am not I 
thy mafter? (faidhe) learn,my young 
knave, that power fan¢tions every 
action in this world; gain but that, 
and thou mayeft defy law, juftice, and 
every thing that oppofes thy wifhes. 
I ought to remember this leflon Iam 
fure, thought I, for it has been well 
beat into my head, and you may re- 
pent having given. it to me, old man. 


Not to fatigue my reader with too 
many anecdotes of the fame kind, 
though I could relate a hundred fuch 
fcrapes 
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-ferapes I got into, I fhall content my- 
{elf with reciting one more. I did 
not make a very fhining figure in it, 
to be fure, but as I fet out with the 
promife of being a very faithful hit- 
torian, I refolve to be true to my 
word ; and. I recommend to all thofe 
who: like me, write the adventures 
which have befallen them, to relate 
the whole truth, though it fhould 
chance to prove that they have de- 
ferved to be hanged.. 


My matter took up his. abode one 
day inan innat the town of Evealona, 
a place of confiderable note, and de- 
fired me to roaft for his dinner a fine 
faufage that had. been given him; 
when. it was almoft done enough, he 
tooka maraveda from his pocket, and 
ordered me to fetch fome wine. 
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The old proverb, which fays, ‘tis 
opportunity makes the knave,” was veri= 
fied on this occafion, for the devil 
did not fail to make ufe of it for my 
temptation. I had watched -withi 
jonging eyes the faufage as it turned: 
round on the fpit, and was thinking 
how I could make myfelf mafter of it; 
without being’ detected ; I had no 
chanee, but by fubftituting fomething: 
mn its place, of having: even a tafte, or 
of efcaping undifcovered. — As I was 
debating this, the arch fiend, who 
helps us‘on thefe occafions, directed 
my eyes towards a large rotten turnip; 
which had been thrown into a corne¥ 
as good for nothing’ The old man and 
} were alone ; I refolved therefore to 
run all rifks; and while he was’ em- 
ployed in taking the money out of 
his pocket, I fnatched up the’ fpit, 
took off the faufage, and put the 
turnip 
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turnip in its place. I then took the 
money, and my mafter refumed the: 
fpit. Well, thinks I, I wonder whether 
he will make that roaft, which others 
thought too bad to boil. 


I devoured the relifhing morfel as’ 
I went along ; at my return, I found’ 
my old mafter cooking up the turnip ; 
he had placed it between two pieces 
of bread, which, when he put to his 
mouth and bit, foon difcovered the 
cheat ; turning pale with paffion, he 
exclaimed, “‘ What the devil can this 
mean! what have you been about, 
Mr. Lazarillo °”’ 


“ Ay, to be fure, (faid 1) Lazarillo 
is always in fault, let what will hap- 
pen; you know I have been for the 
wine; fo I cannot be to blame; I fup- 
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pofe fome body came in while I was. 


abfent, and has played you this trick.” 


“ No no; no fuch thing, replied. 


my mafter; the fpit has never been. 
out of my hand, and nobody has been 
here.” I began to fwear and vow 
that I had not touched it ; but all my 
proteftations were in vain ; 1t was im- 
poffible to deceive the fharp-witted 
rogue. Herofe up ina great hurry, 
and feizing me by the head, he re- 
folved to try whether my throat would 
not confefs the truth my tongue had 
denied. He prepared to fmell my 
breath, and his paflion would not al- 
jow him to fulfil his intentions by 
halves; for opening my mouth with 
both hands, he forced his long fharp 
nofe into it. I was fo frightened, that 
I took it at firft for his foot, for the 


end of it was in my throat. 
| The 
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The little time that the faufage had 
found to fettleitfelf, added to my ap- 
prehenfions; and the effect of having 
my breath {topped by this elephant’s. 
trunk, were circum{tances.that tend- 
ed to complete my matter’s triumph, 
and my difgrace; for fo defperate a 
combuftion took place in my ftomach, 
that by a violent effort, I difcharged 
at once the faufage from: my ftomach, 
and the vile nofe from my throat: at 
that inftant, I wifhed myfelf buried 
a hundred feet under ground, for dead: 
I already thought mytelt. | 


The fury of the old Cupid arofe to- 
fuch a height on this occafion, that if 
the noife I made had. not drawn fome 
body towards us, I believe he would 
have firangled me. They got me 
from him, defpoiled of the few re- 
maining hairs that had heen left from 
former 
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former f{kirmifhes, my face bruifed, 
my eyes black, my nofe bloody, and 
my zbroat flayed; I forgave his treat- 
ment of the latter, becaufe it was the - 
fource of all my misfortunes, and de= 
ferved the punifhment it received. 
The old man took care to tell every 
body that would liften to him the hif= 
tory of my exploits, beginning with 
the wine, and endin g with the faufage: 
his auditors were fo diverted, that they 
laughed till I thought they would have 
{plit their fides ; and to own the truth, 
there was fomething fo ridiculous in 
his manner of relating them ; he took 
me off fo exactly, that greatly as I 
fuffered, I could not help laughing 
and crying at the fame time. 


But I fincerely regretted that I 
had not profited by the occafion which 
had offered, of being amply revenged 
on 
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on him, by biting off his nofe; he 
would furely have had great allurance 
to complain, when it was he that put 
it into my bead. - No doubt my ftomach 
would have been more careful of this 
depofit than it was of the other, and 
I fhould only have been even with the 
old rogue, for he often /napped my nofe 


off 


The hoftefs and other people who 
were prefent, when they were tired of 
laughing, fet themfelves to make up 
our’ quarrel, which was at length 
effected. They then proceeded to 
waih my face and throat with the 
wine that I had fetched. My old 
man could not refift this occafion to 
rally me anew. ‘ Truly, faid he, this 
little knave cofts me more in wine to 
cure his wounds in one year, than I 
fpend in drinking it in two.” You 
muft 
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muit confefs, Lazarillo, thou oweft 
more to wine than even to thine own: 
father ; thou art indebted to him for 
life only once, whereas to wine thou 
art indebted for it every day. Ifthou 
art not bappy in thy cups, fare no one 
ever was. Thofe who heard him 
laughed moft heartily, while I as 
heartily curfed him in my own mind,. 
for the caufe and effect of this raillery. 
I have fince reflected on the occafion 
I gave him for ufing me fo ill, and. 
confeis. my confcience reproaches me,. 


though I generally came off fecond, 
belt. ». 


CHAP, 
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CHA PPE RVs 


Lazarillo quits his Service. Leaves his Mafler in a 
Scrape. 


Paes laft trick of my mafter’s de- 
termined me to put the refolu- 
tion I had embraced. of quitting him, 
in practice ; and to make him repent 
of his conduct towards me, which 
I then thought very unmerited; to. 
accomplifh this purpofe, I made ufe 
of the following means. 


The day after the laft mentioned. 
adventure, we fet. out to beg charity 
in the town ; it had rained very much, 
and continued to do fo ftill ; we there- 
fore took our {tation under a. porch in 
one of the capital ftreets, where a 
number 
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number of paflengers going by, gave 
is the beft chance of gaining alms, 
We continued there til] night, when, 
the rain {till increafing, my mafier 
faid, “ Lazarillo, this rain is very un- 
lucky ; we had better return home.” 
Todo this, it wasneceffary to pafs over 
a little rivulet, which the rain had very 
much enlarged, Thad obferved, that 
oppofite to one part of it, there was 
a deep hole into which all the mud, 
offals, and ordure of the neighbour- 
hood were thrown. I formed my 
plan from this obfervation, and as we 


. approached the rivulet, faid, «« mafter, 


the rain has increafed this fream fo 
much fince the morning, that there 
1s but one place where we can get 
over it, and even then we mutt sive 
a good jump ; but if you will follow 
my directions, you fhall efcape with- 
out being wet.” You are in the right, 
Lazarillo, 


os —- ick ae al lO a as A tt ALAN ly AG Nt I See 
































LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 4, 


Lazarillo;:replied he; it is very un- 
wholefome to have wet feet.” 


I .obferved, when. the. pafiengers 
were gone,’ of which there were not 
many then, as the rain was very heavy, 
and leading my tyrant jut oppolite 
to the above mentioned hole, faid, 
“ we are come now to the narrowelt 
part; givea good jump, and you will 
be tafe lodged.” As it rained fo hard, 
the old man was impatient to get 
home ; he therefore faid, place me 
where I muft leap, and do you go 
over fir{t.. I obeyed. him, and took 
my meafure ‘fo well, that when, ac- 
cording to my directions, he gave a 
good {pring, he fell up to his chin in 
this fweet bath. Surprife and rage 
together, I fuppole, almoft choaked’ 
him, for he ftruggled without fpeak- 
ing a word. I took the opportunity 
this 
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this. filence gave to make my. adiew; 
laying, you fee my good mafter; I 
have profited by your leffons and ex- 
ample; } have made ufe of my power, 
and you feel the effect of it.” © Every 


dog has. his day! 


As you had fo good a nofe at a 
faufage, I wonder it fhould fail you 
in {melling a feaft. I then burf{t out a; 
laughing ; and added, good bye! 
heaven help you! On this.the old fel- 
low recovered from his ftupefa@tion ; 
he roared like a town bull, and I 
took.to my heels, and run as-if one of 
thofe animals. had in reality been be- 
hind me. I did not fiop till I got to 
the next village, and never have heard 
ofn y old mafter from that day to this. 
I confefs, I have not given myfelf a 
great deal of trouble in the enquiry. 


CHAP. 
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CPAP bE RV. 


Lazarillo enters into.the Service-of a Curate of Mac- 
queda...» Hs Mafier’s Avarice; and his Mifery 


ti confequence. 


No thinking myfelf fafe where 
I was, I made the’ beft of my 
way to another village at a greater 
diftance, which was named Macqueda: 
here, for my fins, I met with a prieft, 
‘whom I fuppofed was the curate of 
the place, as he proved. I went up to 
him to beg alms ; heafked me if I could 
aflift at the performance of mafs. 
Treplied in the affirmative ; for though 
the old blind man ufed me very ill in 
fome refpects, I muft, in juftice. to 
him, own, that he did not fail to give 
me fome ufeful inftructions; this was 
among the number. 


The 
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The prieft, on this information,, 
took me into his. fervice, and I foon 
found that I had got out of the frying- 
pan into the'fire ; for though the old 
man was avarice itfelf, I fwear his 
covetoufnefs was prodigality, when 
compared, with this man’s. If the 
quinteffence. of, avarice . had been 
fqueezed out of the hear ts of all the 
mifers on. earth, it -would not haye 
equalled what, he, | Pofleffed. I know 
not whether it was born with him, 
or whether he. had affumed it asa 
part of, his, profeffion.. 


He had in an antichamber. a large 
trunk, with an excellent, lock’ to.it, 
the key of which was tied with a long 
{tring to his” doublet: wheneyer he 
came from church, the facrament 
bread brought from. thence. was de- 
pofited by himfelf in this cheft, and 


he 
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he was very careful in obferving that 
it was locked. In all other houfes I 
perceived there were appearances of 
fome provilion for the family, either 
bacon hung up in the chimney corner, 
cheeles, whofeagreeable fcent delight- 
ed the nofe, or at worft, fome cruft 
of bread to be picked up; but my 
mafter encouraged no fuch prodiga- 
lity; he even forbid me to look at 
them when they came in my way, 
telling me, it was by fubduing my 
appetites, that I muft reach heaven, 


Our larder confifted of a box of 
onions, and the key of this was fo 
carefully fecured, that I could not, if 
I had been ftarving, have found means 
to get one more than, my ufual allow= 
ance; which was given every four 
days. Iwas prefented then with four 
onions. Sometimes indeed, when he 


had 
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had company, he would give me the 
key of this precious repofitory, fay- 
ing, at the fame time, “ make hafte 
back, I defire ; you think of nothing 
but eating all day long. Would any 
body fuppofe this young knave was 
quite an epicure’. To hear him run 
on thus, one weuld have thought the 
ereate{t rarities were kept in his lar- 
der, whereas, I fwear, the miferable 
box of onions were the only things 
to be found there, and thefe he count- 
ed fo regularly, that if I unfortunate- 
ly played the voluptuary, in taking 
one more than my allowance, I; ad 
very dear for it. 


The people of this diftrict are ale 
Jowed to eat fheeps’ heads on a Satur- 
day. My mafter, on one of thefe 
days, fent me to buy one, which coft 


three maravedas. When it was baked, 
he 
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he eat the eyes, tongue, brains, and 
all the meat; in fine, when he had 
made a complete {fkeleton of it, he 
handed me the difh, faying, “ there, 
Lazarillo, for once in thy life thou 
fhalt have a feaft ; confefs that thou 
wilt fare better than the pope.” 
“‘ Heaven grant you fuch all the days 
of your life,” muttered I to myfelf. 


At the end of three weeks, which 
I had pafled in his fervice, I grew 
fo weak that I could hardly fupport 
myfelf.on my legs. I was making 
large ftrides towards that place which 
we can approach without the ufe of 
limbs, viz. the grave, when providence, 
and my own induftry, furnifhed me 
with a temporary relief, 


I had fet my brain to work day and 
night, to hit upon fome expedient 
Vou. I, D that 
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that might procure mea reprieve from 
being ftarved to death, but was long 
unfuccefsful ; for though I had been 
as cunning as twenty devils, it would 
not have availed me; there was no= 
thing on which to exercife my genius ; 
or if there had, opportunity would 
have been wanting ; for I had no fuch 
object to deal with as my old blind 
man ; on the contrary, my new maiter 
had the eyes of Argus... When we 
were at mals, he was more occupied 
in watching me, than in attending 
to the duties of his funétion ; he kept 
one eye on his parifhioners, and the 
other on my hands, whenever the 
offerings were made; and fo exactly 
did he keep the account, that during 
the whole time of my living (or rather 
dying) with him, I could not get 
pofleffion of a fingle clane. 


He 
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Hie never gave me the trouble to 
fetch any. wine for him; for he was 
io excellent a manager, that he con- 
trived to make the little that remain-~ 
ed of what was ufed on Sundays at 
the church, laft him the reft of the 
week. ‘This he alfo kept in the chef: 
and, by way of concealing his avarice, 
he ufed to fay to me, « it is required. 
of people of our profeffion, my child, 
to live in temperance and fobriety 5 
and I wifh to fhew my brethren an 
example.” But the miferable wretch 
lied like the devil; for whenever he 
could indulge his appetite at other 
people’s expence, which was the 
cafe at funerals, and upon fome 
other occafions, he would eat like 
a wolf, and drink like a templar. 
Here, heaven pardon me for it, | muft 
confefs, I never fo much defired the 
death of my neighbour, as I did at 
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this time; indeed, it was the only 
means I thought of preferving my 
own life; and charity begins at home. 
Hence therefore, I prayed moft fer- 
vently, that God of his infinite mercy 
would take unto himfelf at leaft one 
of our parifhioners every day. 


When we were called into pray by 
any one who was very ill, the curate 
had no occafion to defire me to be de- 
vout; I was too much interefted in the 
event, not to pray with all my foul. 
To be fure I did not adhere ftrictly 
to the form of prayer ufed on thefe 
occafions, viz. that providence would 
difpofe of the fick man according to 
its good will; but prayed, that he 
might be received immediately into 
Paradife. If any one efcaped after 
this, I wifhed them at the devil a 


thoufand times, whereas my blefling 
ever 
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éver went with thofe who had the 
charity to die. 


I watched over all the invalids as 
anxioufly as if I had been the heir of 
each ;. and like my brethren, the black 
coats in the air, anticipated my feaft 
while the body had ftill breath. in it. 
Often when I paffed a decripit wretch, 
who had one foot in the grave, I 
thought within myfelf,—there goes a 
fupper for Lazarillo. I had attained 
fuch a degree of perfeéction in the art 
of calculating on thefe occafions, that 
my fea{t days were almoft as fure of 
arriving according to my prediction, 
as thofe marked in the calendar. But 
in fix months which I paffed with the 
curate, only twenty of thefe red letter 
days prefented themfelves, and they 
but contributed to make fafting more 
intolerable to me; in fhort, I began 
D 8 at 
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at length to wilh for my own death, 
inftead of that of others ; but it feem- 
ed to elude my grafp, though always 
In view. 


It often came into my head to quit 
my mafter, but I was reftrained by 
the following reafons. In the firft 
place, I was fo weak that I could not 
depend on my legs to carry me out 
of reach.- In the next, I confidered 
that my firft mafter having put me, 
by flarving and ill ufage in the road 
to the grave ; and the fecond, driven 
me to the very brink of it; if I had 
ventured on a third, he might have 
pufhed me in (as I always dreaded 
falling from bad to. worle): and 
there were tunes when I did not quite 
relifh the thought of bemg no more 
heard of: Eefides thefe reafons, I 
had another; the curate had taught 
me 































LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 58 


me to read, and I was learning to 
write; I was not fo perfect in this 
laft as I wifhed, and I was anxious to 
make every advantage in my power 
of the .wretch before I quitted him. 
IT hope my readers will felicitate me 
and himfelf on the effect.of the laft 
caufe that determined me, fince to it 
he is indebted for thefe delightful 
memoirs. 
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CHAPTER VHF: 
The feafonable Vifit of a Tinker. 


| MUST confefs, notwithftanding 
all my reafoning, that I found it 
very difficult to fupport myfelf under 
fo much mifery, and had called upon 
every faint in the calendar fo long to 
no purpofe, that I began to think I 
was forfaken by heaven and earth 
too. One day, that by good luck, 
the curate was out, as I was deplor- 
ing my wretched condition, a tinker 
came to the door, or rather, I believe, 
it was my guardian angel, who was 
{fuffered in pity to my mifery to take 
that form for my relief. He enquired 
if there was any thing for him to 
mend. Alas! thought I to myfelf, 
if 
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if you could mend all that requires 
it in this houfe, I would furnifh you 
with employment enough. This re- 
flection was fucceeded by one which 
certainly was infpired from above. 
« Mafter, faid I; I have had the mif- 
fortune to lofe the key of this cheft, 
and am afraid the curate will punifh 
me feverely if he difcovers it; pray 
try, if among that large bunch of 
keys that you have there, if one wil 
not fit the lock; I will find a means 
to repay you for your trouble, and 
you will do me a very great fervice.” 


The angelic tinker, without. any 
more intreaties, fet about trying the 
keys, and as I watched him in all the 
eagernefs of hope, prayed moft fer- 
vently for fuccefs. His {tock was al- 
moft exhautted in vain, when, to my 
agreeable furprife, for I had almoft 
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given the thing up, the cheft was 
opened. It feemed to meas if at the 
fame time heaven was opened to my 
view. ‘With fuch rapture did I be- 
hold the bread! In a tranfport of joy 
i faid to the tinker; <“ my friend, 
1 have no money to pay you, but in- 
ftead of it, I will give you one of thofe 
loaves; take your choice.” Hetook 
me at my word, and chofe the beft, 
with which he wert away very well 
fatisfied, but ftill not half fo pleafed 
asme. Well; faidI to myfelf, I have 
heard; ‘it is a long lane that bas no 
turning ;° I find it true; and that “ it 
never rains but it pours.” 


I did not, however, take immediate 
advantage of the benefit of my key; 
for I was afraid the curate would mifs 
the bread, if more than one loaf was 
taken at a time; and indeed, know- 
ing 
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ing it was in my power to fatisfy my 
hunger, ferved in a great meafure to 
appeafe it; I concluded too, that it 
was impoflible I{hould ever be plagued 
again by the approaches of famine; 
that he would never dare to attack 
meinfuture. As I was employed thus 
by the delightful: hopes of having 
gained a complete victory over’ my 
enemy, my mafter came in, and hap- 
pily did not mifs the loaf. 


As foon as his back was turned next 
day, Lopened the cheft and took out 
one of the bleffed loaves, which was out 
of fight before my mafter could have 
faid grace. I then fhut the cheft, 
and locked it very carefully ; after 
which, I proceeded to {weep the 
room. I performed this with the ut- 
moit cheerfulnefs, for I was in fuch 
{pirits, I thought I trod in: air, and 
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fuppofed my prefent happinefs muft 
laft for ever. My tranfports lafted 
all that day, and the next ; but I was 
too unfortunate to remain long at 
eale. 


I was feized with a panic the third 
day, when I obferved my devil’ of a 
mafter moft unfeafonably approach the 
cheft, which he rummaged over and 
over an hundred times, counting the 
loaves as often. I feemed to take no 
notice during this unfortunate fearch, 
but otfered up my prayers to all the 
faints in heaven.  Bleffed Saint John, 
faid I, have pity on thy fervant, and 
blind this lynx. 


After having for a confiderable 
time calculated by his fingers, the 
days, and then the facred loaves, 
he faid, “ well truly, if this. cheft 
was 


Sef Oe 





LAZARILLO DE TORMES. O61 


was not fo well fecured, I could have 
{worn fomebody had been ftealing my 
bread ; however, I fhall be more ex- 
act in future in keeping the account. 
Let me fee, there are now nine loaves 
and a half; my beft way, I believe, 
will be to mark them on the lid. 
Lazarillo, fetch me a piece of chalk.” 
1 obeyed him, however, unwillingly, 
for I thought it was all over with my 
feafting. He marked the number in a 
capital figure on the lid, and then 
locked it up, chalk and all. 


I was giving myfelf up to defpair 
at this cruel ftroke, when my good 
genius again prefented me with an 
idea to prolong my enjoyment. My 
mafter, as I have faid, had taught me 
to write; and I had alfo learnt a little 
arithmetic. Ihoped to fhew on this 
occafion, that I had profited as much 
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by the lefions given me in this place,. 
as in the laft; 1 wifhed to prove that 
I knew tewo and two made four. 


In order to be very fecure in the 
profecution of my new plan, I got 
fome old writings of my matfter’s, 
containing his calculations, of which 
he was very fond ; when his back was 
turned, I fet about copying the fi- 
gures, which I did fo exactly at laft, 
that it would have deceived even him. 
I deferred, however, the completion of 
my project for a day or two, when I 
thought his fufpicion would be lulled. 
I prepared then to repay the felf- 
denial I had practifed. I went to that 
beloved cheft, which, from an enemy, 
I had converted into a kind friend ; 
and by the magical power of figures, 
conjured a loaf out of it. Ithen fhut 
it down carefully, and refolved to be 
moderate, 




























LAZARILLO DE TORMES, 62 


moderate, that I might avoid giving: 
fufpicion. My matter did not dif- 
eover the impofition, or elfe doubted 
the evidence of his own fenfes; for 
in fubfiituting one figure for another, 
I had fo exatly counterfeited his cha- 
racters, that he would have fworn to 
them. We went on very well for a 
week; but as ecurity begets carelef{ne/s, 
1 became inattentive to the rules I had 
laid down for myfelf ; and thought, 
that inftead of the morfel I allotted, 
I might as well fatisfy my appetite, 
I did this, by devouring a whole loaf. 
But I foon found the truth of what 
I had been fo often taught, that 
** the gratification of inordinate ap- 
petites, brings its own punifhment ;” 
for I perceived next day, my mafter’s 
fufpicions were again roufed: but I 
thought myfelf fo fecure from detec- 
tion, that I continued my indulgence. 
The 
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The curate, however, was too cun- 
ning for me, for without fayine any 
thing, he rubbed out the chalk from 
the hd of the cheft, and put the ac- 
count down in his pocket-book, 


When I faw that there was now 
no longer any hopes for me, I mut- 
tered a thoufand curfes again{t the 
avaricious monfter. I thought I faw 
_ death coming to feize me; and the 
very idea of the miferies I was to en- 
dure, made me fuffer them by anti- 
cipation. 


When he was gone out of the houfe, 
I placed myfelf on my knees before 
the cheft. I looked at the loaves, 
counted them, {melt them, and gave 
them a thoufand kiffes. After this, 
} took a thin flice from one that had 
been 
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been cut, and this was all that I dared 
to do. 


Thus I went on for feveral days, 
more wretched than ever; for my 
{tomach being accuftomed to more 
nourifhment, grumbled and growled 
excellively at the privation ; the pains 
of hunger feemed more infufferable 
than ever. I thought I muft die. 
When alone, my fole employment 
was to open and fhut the cheft, to 
contemplate the bleffed bread, which 
I, however, was ready to curfe, be- 
caufe I could not make it fubfervient 
to my purpote. 


Oh ye, my fellow fufferers! who 
have had all that is moft dear to ye 
brought to your view without a pof- 
fibility of enjoying it ; whether you 
are an epicure, who have feena turtle; 
a vOo-= 
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a votary of Bacchus, who has beheld 
the fj Sabine goblet filled to the brim; 

a lover, bleifed by the files of your 

Chloe, or that Chloe who has contem- 
plated “* the {weeteft cap” that ever 
came out of the hands of a milliner, 
on, judge of my feelings on this occa- 
fion by your own,and commiferate the 
unfortunate Lazarillo, 
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CHAPTER VIIE. 
Lazarillo plays the Part of a Moufe. 


#9 ORN to be the fport of fortune, 

” when I thought my misfortune 
irremidiable, a new idea brought me 
relief ; “tis faid, “ hunger /barpens the 
wit ;° it certainly fet mine to work. 
One day that I was confidering the 
cheft with fixed attention, I began to 
think, that as it was very old, and 
even broke in fome places, I might 
contrive fo as to make my mafter 
believe the mice had made their way 
into it. As to taking a whole loaf, 
that I found was rendered impof- 
fible ; but what was to prevent my 
playing the moufe, to gain fome re- 
hef; I thought the fcheme fo feafible, 
that 
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that I refolved to rehearfe my part 
immediately. I therefore took a lump 
out of three or four of the loaves, 
and then holding them over the cheft, 

I {cratched the hole with my nails, 
fo as to give it the appearance of hay- 
ing Hen knibbled ; this was done fo 
well, that I had no fear of detection; 
and once more experienced the fatif=. 
faction of being freed from the crivél © 
cravings of hunger. 


When dinner time came, my mafter 
beheld the fine works that had been 
carried on in his garrifon. He imme- 
diately attributed it to the rats, and 
began to examine the cheft. Perceiv- 
ing the holes, he faid, « fee here, La- 
zarillo, what a fieze has been laid to 
the bread laft night.” I was very 
much furprifed of courfe, and afked 
him what it could poffibly be? What, 
an!wered 
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anf{wered he, why. fome mad rats to 
be fure, who would knaw the devil, 
if they met with him.” Take care 
of thyfelf then, thought I, if rats are 
after that food, for thou art akin, I'll 
{wear. 


We fat down to dinner, and this 
trick was of twofold advantage to 
me, for he gave me more bread than 
ufual, carefully paring away all round 
where be thought the rats had been, 
and handing it me, faying, “there, 
Lazarillo, eat that; it is very good; 
mice are clean animals.” My daily 
allowance was thus increafed, and I 
may furely boaft, tbat I gained my bread 
by the work of my hands, (not to fay a 
word of my nails.) 


We had no fooner finifhed our meal, 
(if that can be faid to be finifhed which 
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was never probably began) than my 
heart died away within me, to fee the 
provident prieft take the old nails out 
of the walls, and pick up all the pieces 
of wood that lay about, to ftop up 
the holes in the cheft; this he per- 
formed fo effectually, that he did not 
leave a paflage for even-a fly. —Alas! 
thought I, how fhort lived are all 
the pleafures of this miferable ‘world. 
I hoped I had fecured a permanent 
relief from my miferies, inftead of 
which, my perfecutions are again com- 
menced ; certainly I was born under 
an unlucky planet ; my fate purfues 
me; it is that which infpires this 
wicked curate with fo many inven- 
tions to undermine my plans. Yet, 
I believe, he little fufpects, that while 
he blocks up thofe paflages, he is 
Shutting out all my comfort, ftop- 


ping 


a eee Ni. a eh eS ee a 








LAZARILLO DE TORMES. ‘1 


ping my labours, and the fruit of them 
too, 


I made thefe refleCtions, while this 
jack of all trades was handling his ham- 
mer with all the dexterity of a mafter 
carpenter. When he had done, he 
faid, in a great paflion, I am_pre- 
pared for you now, I think, ye vile 
rats; henceforth, curfed fpawn, go 
elfewhere to plunder, for I think you 
will get no booty here. 


He was miftaken, however, in 
his imaginary fecurity, for my wits 
feemed to increafe with the occafion 
there was for exerting them. Pof- 
fefling myfelf of an old knife, I feized 
the firft favourable opportunity, and 
went to work upon the cheft, which 
being very rotten and wormeaten, 
{oon yielded to the efforts of the knife: 
and 
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and I eafily gave it the appearance of 
being done by the rats or mice; and 
thus once more efcaped the jaws of 
famine. 


Next day my mafter went to the 
cheft, and on feeing the confufion 
made there, curfed the vermin after 
all theforms prefcribed by our church. ~ 
What can be the caufe, faid he (when 
he had recovered his temper fuffici- 
ently to reafon) that thefe vile rats 
have only taken it into their heads to 
annoy me within thefe few days ;” and 
faith he had a right to be furprifed, 
for there was not a houfe in the king- 
dom that could claim fo juft a privi- 
lege to be exempted from the vifits of 
thefe gentry, who do notin general 
chufe to refide where there is nothing 
to be got. . 
My 
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My indefatigable mafter fet him- 
ielf again to work to ftop up the holes, 
and I, to follow his example, as in 
duftrioufly made others; fo that by 
our mutual labours, the miferable 
cheft ina few days was as full of nails 
and pieces as an old. cuirafs, 


As he found at length that his la- 
bours were in vain, he began to think 
of fome other means to avoid the 
depredations of the enemy ; but his 
avarice being too great to permit him 
to purchafe another trunk, he refolved 
to get amoufe-trap, that he might 
be revenged of the wicked animals. 


He borrowed one immediately of 
his neighbours, who alfo were obliged 
to furnifh him with the cheefe to bait 
it, and placed it in the trunk. This 
was an additional feaft to me: and 
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though I did not require any thing 
to fharpen my appetite, I was never- 
thelefs pleafed with this relifhing mor- 
fel. My mafter was ready to hang 
himfelf when he found the bread {till 
enawed, the cheefe taken, and no 
moufe caught. He went to theneigh- 
bour who had lent him the trap, to 
enquire how it could happen that 
the cheefe was taken away, and the 
moufe not caught. They told him 
it was unpoflible, and that there was 
fomething very extraordinary in the 
affair. 


I believe fome of the good folks 
began to think the devil paid my 
mafter a vifit, and they would not 
have been forry to fee him plagued 
a little more, for they detefted him 
on account of his avarice and other 
ill qualities. This I gathered from 
hearing 
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hearing one of them fay to his com- 
panion with ruftic archnefs, « Ob YES $ 
our curate is very charitable: be boils an 
&8 Y 4 Sunday, and gives the broth to 
the poor to feed on the reft of the week,” 


CHAP. 
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CHW AY re eos 


Lazarillo becomes a Serpent ; 1s difcavered ; punifbed; 
and jent away. 


NE of the oldeft men in the 
neighbourhood recollected to 
have heard that in the time of the 
late curate, there had been a ferpent 
feen in the houfe. This was enough ; 
the ferpent was immediately fuppofed 
to be the author of all the mifchief. 


As the form of theferpent enabled it 
with eafe to poffefs itfelf of the cheefe, 
without running any rifk, it was agreed 
on all hands that this muft be the 
cafe. My mafter was terribly alarm- 
ed at the idea, fo much fo, that he no 


longer got any reft. He was always 
on 
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on the watch; and if the worms did 
but crawl along their old domain, 
his fears converted the noife into the 
gnawings of the ferpent. On thefe 
occafions. he would jump up in- his 
bed, and with a long ftick placed for 
the purpofe under ‘thie bolf{ter, he 
{truck the cheft with all his might, 
to make the ferpent quit it. The 
noife he ma e alar med the neiehbour- 
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hood ; ons as it rriiaidagef Le or me 
to fleep, I ufed to lay awake and en- 
joy the fcene. 


To add to my poor mafter’s tribu- 
lation, he was told by thofe he con- 
fulted on the occafion (and it was per~ 
petually the fubject of his converfa- 
tion) that thefe animals loved heat; 
and that from this circumftance they 
were often found in the cradles of 
young infants, whom they feldom 
E 3 failed 




















ee = : Sipe RET 
OTE III sa nea <5. as 
a je a Fe a a a ee r 
ae oN el : \ 


aren ae act aie eri ei alae SR 
, =e 


ee 7 “4 ag ry 
6, 7 te 
; o> be ts ot eh 


oi 


FY Se 

























78 THE LIFE OF 


failed to bite or kill. Suppofing then 
that the fame accident might happen 
to him, or that the ferpent might at- 
tack me firft, and then come to him, 
he would come in the night to me, 
and taking hold of the mattrafs on 
which I lay, turn it toply turvy, 
and me with it. Sometimes I pre- 
tended to be afleep, and he would fay 
to me in the morning, “ boy, wert 
thou not difturbed laft night? I was 
in purfuit of the ferpent, and J firm- 
ly believe.he fheltered himfelf in your 
bed, for they always feek warmth. 
“Heaven forbid, faid I; I hope it 
wont come to me, for I am frightened 
out of my fenfes at the very thoughts 
Orit! 

The havock continuing without the 
the curate’s having any fufpicion of 
the real caufe, he went his rounds 
every 
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every night, overturning all the mifer- 
able furniture, like a hobgoblin, to 
find the ferpent. 1 began to be afraid, 
that in turning every thing upfide 
down, that he would tofs the key out 
of my pocket, which would have dif- 
covered the whole affair. I therefore 
thought, that my beft way would be 
to put the key in my mouth when I 
went to fleep. It was but {mall | 
though it belonged toa large cheft ; 
for the curate, who ufed often, rob 
Peter to pay Paul, in order to avoid the 
expence of a lock, had taken one from 
an old portmanteau, which he ufed 
to lock up his cinders in during the 
winter, and had now confided the lar- 
der to its care. I had been fo accuf- 
tomed with my laft mafter to make 
arepofitory of my mouth that it be- 
came quite eafy to me; I have often 
held twelve or fourteen maraveda’s 
E 4 in 
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init, and contrived to eat at the fame 
time. If I had not pofleffed this fa- 
culty, the devil of any thing in the 
fhape of coin fhould I have had ; for 
the blind man ufed to fearch me-fo 
firictly, that he even felt the feams 
of my clothes, for fear I fhould con- 
ceal any thing, 


I have heard that the mouth of 
man is, in general, the fource of all 
the good or evil that befals him. I 
am fure mine was the caufeof the 
principal benefits or misfortunes of 
my life. In the prefent inftant it 
feemed to befriend me. I put the 
key in that {trong hold every night, 
and went to fleep very quietly, not 
fuppofling it poffible that my mafter 
could find it there; but when a mif- 
fortune is to. happen, how vain are 
all our attempts. to. avoid it. 

One 
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One night, when I was faft afleep 
with my mouth halfopen, as I gene- 
rally flept, the key efcaped from. its 
confinement, and got into fuch a po- 
fition, that as I drew my breath, it 
entered the hole of the key, and pro- 
duced a loud whifiling. 


My mafter was awakened, and ftart- 
ing up, concluded it was the ferpent’s 
hifling that had thus difturbed him ; 
fuppofing himfelf now fure of his 
prey, he arofe foftly, took his ftick 
m his hand, and approaching the 
place whence the noife proceeded, 
got to the bottom of my bed; he then 
ftopt, and lifting up the ftick with 
both hands, dire&ted it according to 
the information of his. ears, which 
were fuch fkilfal advifers, that the 
blow came fo violently on my head, 
it left me fenfele‘s. 
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He faid afterwards, that finding 
(I fuppofe from my fcreaming) he 
had ftruck me fo furioufly inftead of | 
the ferpent, he came up, and called 
me as loud as he could; from my 
making no anfwer, he began to fhake 
me; but finding that I was all over 
blood, he ran ina violent fright to 
get a light. : 


He quickly returned, and found me 
groaning, but without having recoverd 
my fenfes, and the key half out of my 
mouth: at firft he could not conceive 
what it was; however, taking hold of 
it, and obferving its refemblance to 
the key of his larder, the myftery was 
unfolded at once. He went directly 
to try, and I fuppofe rejoiced in the 
revenge he had taken. 


a lay for eight days fpeechlefs, and 
infen- 
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infenfible. When I came a little to 
myfelf, I found my head rolled up 
“Ina great quantity of linen, and all 
over plaifters. I enquired in a great 
furprife, what was the matter? The 
curate, in a tone of mockery, faid, 
“the matter is, my honeft lad, that 
I found a fnake in the grafs, and have 
caught both that and the mice in my 
trap.” JI then began to fmell a rat, 
and finding myfelf terribly fore, com- 
prehended the greater part of what 
had happened. 


Soon aiter an old woman caime to 
drefs my wounds ; fhe exprefled great 
fatisfaction in finding I had recovered 
my fenfes, and faid, I thould do very 
‘well. My mafter’s back being turned, 
fhe then told meall that had happen- 
ed; for the curate had taken care to 
publih the ftory at full length. I 
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was cruelly afflicted to find myfel¥ 
difcovered. However, at length, re- 
folved to pluck up refolution, and: 
make the bef of a bad bargain. 


From this time I began to recover; 
and, at the end of a fortnight, was. 
declared out of danger. When my 
mafter heard this, he made me rile,. 
and thouch I could fcaree crawl, this 
charitable prieft, taking me by the 
hand, led me to the door, faying at 
the fame time, Lazarillo, I have no 
further occafion for you; I do not re- 
quire fo much genius as you pofiefs. 
You are indeed only fit for the fer- 
vice of the blind; and happily I am 
no longer fo. He then croffed him- 
felf with as much devotion as if he 
had feen the devil; went into the 
houfe and fhut the door, leaving me 
to the care of Providence. 

CHAP. 
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C TAP FER’ X. 
Lazarillo enters into the Service ofa Squire; what 


happened to him bhere.. 


THUS quitted the fervice of my 

fecond mafter; and though I was: 
in the forlorn fituation of having not 
a clane in the world, or food to eat,. 
and was. befides fo weak I could 
fearcely crawl, I was yet fenfible to 
a degree of fatisfaction at being out 
of the clutches of fuch a cruel mon- 
fter as the curate. I found, that oué 
of evil comes good ; for my muferable 
fituation excited fo much compaffiion 
in all who beheld me, that by the af- 
fiftance they gave me, I was enabled 
to proceed as comfortably as was 
poilible, 
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poffible, in my circumftances, to 
Toledo. 


In three weeks time I was per- 
fectly recovered; and this, which 
would have brought happinefs to any 
other perfon, was to me a new mif- 
fortune; for while I was ill, I obtain- 
ed fuftenance ; the inftant I was well, 
I again ran the rifk of being ftarved. 
Whenever I afked alms, the reply was ; 
“ are not you afhamed to beg at your 
age? get fome work, or look for fome 
mafter, who will fhew you how to 
gain a livelihood, you idle rafcal.” 
«© And where are they to be found? 
muttered I; to hear thefe people talk, 
one would imagine good mafters grew 
in every fireet; whereas, I am fure I 
have reafon to know there is a plenti- 
ful fearcity of them.” As I went on in 
this grumbling firain, I perceived a 

perfon 
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perfon obferving me; he was very 
well drefled, and feemed to give him- 
felf the airs of a man of fafhion. 
Coming up to me, he faid, my lad, 
from what I have heard you utter, 
I underfiand you want a place; if 
you will follow me, you will finda 
good mafter not fo fcarce as you fup- 
pole ; on the contrary, you will have 
caute to blefs your ftars for meeting 
with me. -I followed him in a tranf- 
port of joy, felicitating myfelf on 
my good fortune, which feemed to 
have procured me an excellent place ; 
For by the drefs and air of the cava- 
lier, I judged it muft prove fo. 


It was in the morning that I met 
this adventure, which promifed me fo 
much happinefs. My new mafter 
made me follow him half over the 
town; we went through 
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markets, and I expected every .mo- 
ment that he would purchafe provi- 
fion for the day. 1 caft a longing 
eye on every thing as we pafled, but 
my matter feemed not to regard 
them. I therefore fuppofed we were 
rot yet come to the place where he 
made his purchafes. We went on 
thus walking, till we came.to the 
great church, which my mafter went 
into, performed his devotions with 
the utmoft attention, nor left the 
church till every body elfe quitted 
it. By this time it was twelve o'clock. 
I then thought what a fool I was, to 
fuppofe that a man of fafhion, like 
this cavalier, would buy his own pro- 
vifions. I might have thought; he 
would leave fuch offices to his mattre 
d hétel, or his cook. Thefe were my 
reflections as I went on, and the idea 
of the dinner I was going. to partake 
of, made my mouth water. 

The 
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The clock ftruck one, when we 
came to a houfe at which my matter 
{topped. He then took off his cloak, 
and hung it over his left arm; after 
which he put his hand into his pock- 
et and took out a key, with which 
he opened the door. All this he per- 
formed very leifurely, and with the 
utmoft gravity. We entered into the 
houfe by a long dark paflage, which 
did not promife much magnificence ; 
there was, however, a court at the 
end of it; and the appartments were 
rather better than thofe I had been 
ufed to. When we were in the houfe, 
he afked me if my hands were clean ; 
and feeing that they were, he ordered 
me to help him fold up his cloak ; 
after this he went to a {tone bench, 
on which he blew to dilperfe the duft, 
and placed the cloak on it: this ce= 
remony over, he queftioned me for a 
length 
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iis 


length of time very tedious to me, 
refpecting my native place, and the 
caufe of my coming to Toledo. I 

aniwered him as briefly as _poflible, 
for [ thought it was time to make the 
foup. and oe the cloth, inftead of 
wafting the hours in gratifying an 
idle curiofity, 
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Chit Ac Per teak 
Lazarillo dines with Duke Humphry. 


\ FTER having informed my maf- 

M ter of all he wifhed to know, 
glofling over thofe parts which were 
‘not much to my credit, and enlarg- 
ing on my good qualities, he re- 
mained for fome time like one loft in 
thought. 





I was placed exactly oppofite to 
my mafter, my hat in my hand, fwal- 
lowing my fpittle for nourifhment, 
and looking at him with eyes that 
faid plainly, is it not dinner time? 
Two o'clock ftruck, and I found the 
cavalier as infenfible ftill to the call 
of appetite, as if he had been a fu- 
pernatural 
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pernatural being, who could exift 
without. And I foon began ferioufly 
to think I had got into the clutches of 
one of thefe fpirits of whom I had 
heard a great deal in my childhood. 
The naked walls, the rooms without 
a chair, ftool, table, or even an old 
cheft, like that in my laft place, with 
the dead filence which reigned ; all 
together gave me the complete idea of 
an haunted houfe. 


My matter recolleCting himfelf all 
at once, faid, have you dined, Laza- 
rillo? No indeed, fir, replied 1; you 
know I have attended you ever fince 
eig ht o’clock this morning. Ay, true, 
faid he, I had breakfafted when I met 
you, and I feldom take any thing elfe 
till fupper; you muft make fhift 
therefore till then. 


I was 
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I was ready to cry when I heard 
thefe words; not fo much from the 
hunger | felt, as from confidering 
myfelf the conftant viGtim of a cruel 
deftiny. All the fufferings of my life 
caine into my mind. I recollected, 
with a deep figh, the prefentiment I 
had when I thought of quitting the 
curate, that I fhould be worfe off. 
Reftraining my feelings, however, as 
well as I could, I replied; you are 
very good, fir, to think of me; but 
my conftitution does not requiremuch 
food; both the mafters I have lived 
with can vouch for me, that gluttony 
is not among the number of my 
faults.” “Temperance is a great 
virtue in fo young a perfon, rejoined 
my patron; I like you the better for 
poffeffing that quality. It is fo beati- 
ly to be always eating and drinking. 


Sobriety is the firft characteriftic of a 
good 
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goodman. I bowed anaflent to what 
he faid, at the fame time that in my 
heart I curfed the qualities he had 
been praifing fo eloquently, and which 
feemed to be fo highly valued by the 
mafters I had ferved. 1 wondered 
where they had learnt that a poor 
fervant fhould live without food, to be 
good for any thing. 


I got into a corner, and began to 
gnaw fome crufts of bread that were 
left of thofe given me by charitable 
people. My mafter obferving me, 
Jaid, what have you got there, Laza- 
rillo? I fhewed him the crufts, for my 
mouth was too full to fpeak. As I 
had approached him when he called 
me, he was within reach of my hand, 
from which he took the beft of the 
bits of bread I held in it, faying at 
the fame time, “ faith, this bread 


feems 
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feems excellent!” It is too ftale and 
hard to be good, fir, replied I; nay, 
an{wered he, ‘I willfwear it is; who 
gave it you? Areyou furethat theper- 
fon who made it had clean hands?” 
Really, fir, I did not trouble my head 
about that; I took it without afking 
any queftions, and eat it, as you per- 
ceive, without difguft.” “ You are in 
the right, returned my matter, carry- 
ing the bread to his mouth, which he 
devoured with as much eagernefs as J 
{wallowed mine,” repeating at every 
mouthful, “ faith this bread js ex- 
cellent !” 


When I found that he made fuch 
difpatch, I thought it would be bet- 
ter to haften my work, left, if he had 
finifhed his cruft firft, he fhould take 
it into his head to help me finifh the 
re{t of mine, 
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We were both fo induftrious, that 
in a fhort time we had concluded our 
labours. My mafter gathered the 
crumbs up very carefully that had 
fallen on his doublet, and fwallowed 
them: then went into another room, 
and brought an old brokenjug, which 
he drank out of, and handed it to 
me. Affecting great fobriety, I told 
him I never drank wine. “ Nor I 
either, replied my mafter; it is not 
healthy ; itis water that | recommend 
to you.” Itook the jug and pretend- 
ed to drink ; but it was not of thirft 
that [had occafion to complain. 






















LAZARILLO DE TORMES, 97 


CAP A PY ER ep, 


The Squire’s Bed. The Supper put off s the Reafin, 
A refilefs Night. The Sword. 


EY paft the remainder of the 

day, he in afking queftions, 

and I in aniwering them. When 
night was come, he took me into a 
room which he called his bed-cham- 
ber, laying, come Lazarillo, and make 
my bed; I will affift you in order 
to teach you how I like to have it 
done, and then you will be able to 
make it yourfelf.. I went on one fide 
of the bed, and he on the other; and 
heaven knows, it did not require-a 
very great capacity to learn the art 
of making it, or much time to per- 
form it in. The bedftead confifted 
Vou. I. F of 
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of fimply, a hurdle, compofed of 
reeds, which {tood on two trefsles, fo 
old, as well as uneven, that there was 
continual fear and danger too of their 
falling. .My mafter’s linen ferved for 
both mattrafs and fheets; but there 
was too little of it, and that little was 
too dirty;to make much figure. We 
adjufted it,, however, for the fake of 
faying it, was done, rather than for 
any ufe,it was of ; the mattrafs being 
fo fcanty that one could count every 
reed of. the bed{tead as eafily as the 
ribs of a neck of mutton, the quon- 
dam.owner of which had died of a 
confumption. We then laid over all 
a counterpane, the colour of which, 
to-this hour, I have never been able 
‘to-guels. 


.,.This being done, my mafter ob- 
ferved, that as it was very late, and 
there 
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there were a great many thieves about 
the f{treets, it would be dangerous to 
{tir out of doors, therefore we muit 
make fhift for once without fupper ; 
that we fhould. be better off another 
time. I defired him not to give him- 
felf any uneafinefs about me; that I 
could do without fupper very well 
for one night, or even more, if it were 
neceflary. “So much the better for 
your heaith I repeat, (faid he), you 
will live the longer.” If, thought Te: 
Jong life depended on abftinence, I 
am likely to live for ever; for Iam 
fure, ever fince I can remember, I 
have lived by regimen; and my pre- 
fent phyfician does not feem inclined 
to increafe my allowance. 


My mafter then went to bed, mak- 
ing a bolfter of his doublet and hofe 
rolled up together, and defired me to 

F 2 {leep 
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fleep at his feet; but may the ezecu- 
tioner be my executor, if I clofed my 
eyes allnight. The hard reeds and 
my fharp bones did nothing but 
quarrel and fight the whole time. . I 
had not a pound of flefh on my 
whole careafs, fo much was I reduced 
by the hunger and mifery I had fut- 
fered. And, added to this, I was 
feized with fuch a rage to eat, that I 
could not have flept on a bed of down. 


To my great comfort, my matter 
arofe as foon as it was light, and be- 
gan to help me brufh his cloths. After 
which he wafhed himfelf and drefled 
his hair ; then putting on his fword, 
he faid to me, looking on it with an 


air of complacency; ‘“* you cannot 


conceive, Lazarillo, what an excellent 
blade this is; 1 would not part with 


it for all theriches of the eaft. The 
fineft 
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fineft fteel of Damafcus is the com- 
moneft iron in comparifon with it. 
See, added he, drawing it out of the 
fheath, and making it flide through 
his fingers ; I could divide a hair with 
it”. Well, for my part, thought I, 
gentility may be a fine thing, but I 
would rather be able to divide a peck 
loaf with my teeth, though they are 
not fteel, than poflefs the fharpeft 
{word in the world. 


He then put up his fword, hung a 
great chaplet round his neck, and 
with a flow pace, his body erect, his 
left arm raifing the end of his cloak, 
the right hanging down, and an air 
of importance, he went out, faying 
to me, Lazarillo, take care of the 
houfe while I go to mafs; make the 
bed and {weep the room, and then you 
may goto fillthejug with water, But 
F 3 be 
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be very careful in fhutting the door 
after you, for fear of thieves: and as 
[may return perhaps before you, I 
will fhew you a nail to hang the key 
on, 


When he had done this, he went 
out and walked fo ftately, that any 
body would have fuppofed, to look 
at him, he was a prince of the blood. 
“« Bleffed are they (faid 1, following him 
with my eyes) who can find a remedy for 
every evil.” How little do thofe think 

who fee my mafter, what his real fitu-. 
ation is; they doubtlefs judge, from 
his fatisfied air, that he eats and drinks 
well, and has an excellent bed to 
fleep on; neverthelefs, there is one 
who knows that this cavalier, whofe 
appearance is fo elegant, whofe air 
is fo contented, had no fubfiftance 
yefterday, but what he received from 
a few 
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a few crufts of bread given him by his 
poor fervant, who had carried them 
a night and day in his pocket, among 
various other fcraps, not of the moft 
relithing kind. Well’may it be faid 


> 


that one balf of the world knows not how 
the other balf live. 
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Coil ACP SDE Ror 


The Breakfap.- Lazarillo appointed Purveyor to 
the Squire. 


if CONTINUED to look after my 
mafter till he turned the corner 
of the {treet ; I then went into the 
houfe to fee if there was any thing to 
fet to rights, but after fearching from 
one end of it to the other, I could 
find nothing but the forlorn bed to 
make. When I had done it, I took 
the jug to the water-fide; as I was 
filling it, I chanced to turn my eyes 
towards a garden, where I {pied my 
matter ; he was entertaining two la- 
dies in ma{ks. They were of that order 
of females who make it their bufinefs 
to go and breakfaft in parties by the 
river- 
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river-fide, that the air may give them 
an appetite, but who do not take with 
them wherewithal to fatisfy their 
hunger, from the hope of finding 
fomebody gallant enough to provide 
for them. The good nature of our 
young cavaliers has rendered this a 
fafhionable rendezvous. 


Our {quire was, asI have faid, placed 
between the two ladies playing the 
Ganymede, and as I judged from his 
manner, faying a thoufand foft things 
tothem. They on their part fuppofing 
he was caught, afked him, as,I over- 
heard, to order them a collation, 
My poor mafter whofe purfe was as 
empty as his {tomach, turned pale at 
this requeft, and began to ftammer 
out fome aukward excufes.. The 
good women, .not fufpecting the real 
caufe of his refufal,; befet him withfueh 
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foul language, that he was glad to 
efcape from their fury, by taking 
French leave. _I was occupied while 
this farce was performing, in gnawing 
fome old cabbage {tumps, which was 
all my breakfaft; and when I had 
done I took up the jug and went 
hee home. My mafter was not returned, 
By fo wanting fomething to do, I went 
4 to look for a broom to fweep the 
rooms, which were villainoufly dirty ; 
: but the fearch was fruitlefs ; there was 
ih i not even the ftump of one. I there- 
2 fore had nothing for it but to wait 
i with patience till my mafter came 
a home, who I hoped would bring 
| fomething for dinner. 


I waited till two o’clock in vain; no 
mafter came. My patience was then 
exhaufied, and hunger which (they 
§ fay) breaks through fione walls, became 
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fo prefling that I was as ravenous as 
a wolf: I quitted my den, therefore, 
and refolved to betake myfelf to my 
former trade, The art of begging, 
I might be faid to have fucked in 
with my mother’s milk, and I had ac- 
quired all the fecrets of the trade from 
my old blind man, who was complete 
mafter of his bufinefs.. I made fuch 
good ufe of my knowledge on this 
occafion, that notwithftanding the 
little charity to be met with among 
the inhabitants of Toledo, I had 
gained by my {kill,. before the clock 
ftruck four, fix pounds of bread at 
leaft, four of which I lodged fafely in 
the unfurnifhed apartments of my 
{tomach, where there was room 
enough for them to arrange thém- 
felves at their eafe. The other,two 
I put into my pocket. 
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In my way home I paffed through 
a market, where a good woman gave 
me, for the love of God, a piece of 
fhin of beef, and fome fried tripe. 
When “I arrived, I found my poor 
mafter, who had folded up his cloak 
and laid it by, taking great f{trides up 
and down the court. As I came in he 
approached me I thought to {cold me, 
but Iwas miftaken ; he was of a very 
peaceable difpofition; he only enquir- 
ed where I had been. Why truly, 
Sir, faid I, I waited very patiently 
till two o’clock,. when finding you 
did not return, I went into the town 
to afk charity of fome good people: 
they gave me what you fee, added I, 
fhewing him~the bread and - tripe, 
which I had ‘taken for the purpofe 
out of my pocket. 


I perceived my mafter’s eyes 
fparkled 
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{parkled at the fight ; he attempted 
however to conceal it, and faid, 
you ftaid fo long away that I did 
not wait dinner for you. You have 
done right ; it is better to bee than 
fieal; but take care of my honour 
in this bufinels ; do not fay you are in 
my fervice. Indeed I am not much 
known in this place, which I wifh 
with all my foul I had never entered. 
Never fear Sir, faidI, the world is too 
much taken up with its own concerns, 
to alk me any queftions ; and I aflure 
you, I fhant feek any one to chatter 
about what does not concern them. 
Well faid, Lazarillo, returned my maf- 
ter; eat poor child then, what you 
have picked up ; I hope, pleafe God, 
we {hall be better off foon ; the truth 
is, I believe that this houfe brings me 
il] luck. JI have known perpetual 
misfortune fince I entered its curfed 
walls ; 
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walls; it is doubtlefs placed under 
an unlucky planet; there are many 
houfes in thefe circumftances, and 
i they even extend their fatal influence 
Bie to all who refide in them. But I pro- 
J mife you that as foon as this month is 
out I will not remain here, even tho”. 
they fhould offer it me for nothing. 


CHAP. 
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COM A cP LT OER “TIE. 


The Excellence of the Squire's Sauce for the Shin 
of Beef. -Lazamillo finds his Mafter’s Purfe. 


[ SET myfelf down on the bench, 
4 and began to eat, to make my 
mafter believe I had fafted till then. 
I perceived the good fquire fixed his 
eyes very ftedfaftly on me, and 
watched every morfel I put into my 
mouth. I hope Heaven will have as 
much pity for me in time of need, as 
Thad for this poor man. I felt as 
much for him as he did for himfelf; 
experience taught me what his fuf- 
ferings were ; I knew not however 
how to act to relieve hm, for as he 
had told mche had dined, I thought, 
from a point of honour, he would 
refufe 
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refufe my offer, though I heartily 
wilhed he would partake my fare, as 
it was better than what he had fhared 
the day before, and I was pretty 
well off. 


We foon fettled this matter, for 
in walking backwards and forwards 
he approached me, faying, ‘ I never 
{aw any body: eat with fo much plea- 
fure as you, Lazarillo; it is enough to 
give one an appetite to fee you; I 
really think that though one fhould 
have juft dined, it would be impoffi- 
ble to obferve you without feeling a 
defire to eat.’ This hint I refolved 
to profit by, and anfwered that good 
tools made good workmen often, for I 
found the fhin of beef fo admirably 
well dreffed and fo ‘nicely feafoned, 
that it was impoffible not to relifh it. 
“What did you fay, Lazarillo? a 
fhin 
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fhin of beef (interupted he) tis the 
thing in the world I like the beft ; in 
my opinion it is better than all the 
partridges and pheafants in the 
world.” “ I with you would tafte 
this then, fir, (faid I, holding it to 
him with a nice flice of bread) you 
will find it fit for the table of a king.” 


Without further entreaty, my 
matter fet himfelf down befide me, 
and began to eat, or rather to devour 
what I gave him, for the bones were 
hardly fpared. “ How delicious, 
eried he, is this beef; how nicely 
would it eat with garlic fauce.” 


Humph, thought I, you have fur- 
nifhed a much better fauce. « Truly, 
faid the fquire, when he had done, I 
have eat with fuch a relifh, that one 
would think I had not tafted any 
thing 
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thing before this whole day.” And 
if one were to’ {wéar-you had not, 
laid I to myfelf, I dont think there 
would be any danger of perjury. 


He then afked me for the jug of 
water, which I obferved was quite 
full. It was not likely that if he had 
remembered to eat, he fhould have 
forgot to drink ; after taking a hearty 
draught, he defired me to’ do the 
fame ; and thus our feaft ended. 


We paffed eight or ten days in this 
manner, that 1s to fay, my poor maf- 
ter went regularly to fnuff up the 
frefh air in the ftreets, walking like a 
nobleman, and leaving to me the care 
of providing his dinner. 


I often at this time ufed to reflect 
on the ftrange fate that attended me ; 
after 
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aiter having quitted two mafters, 
who were fo miferly that they almoft 
{tarved me to death, I had fallen into 
the hands of one, who fo far from 
giving me food, was reduced to require 
it of me. I however bore him no ill 
will on this account; on the contrary, 
I pitied him very fincerely ; and even 
fometimes deprived myfelf of what I 
wanted, to give it to him. 


I was convinced. one day of his ac- 
tual poverty, for going into another 
room he left his breeches on the bed. 
I took the opportunity, in order to 
gratify my curiofity, to examine the 
pockets, in which I found nothing but 
a little {horn velvet purfe neatly folds 
ed up, in which there was no appear- 
ance of money, or of there having been 
any for tenyears. “* Heis poor and 
unfortunate, faid 1; one can have no. 
more: 
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_more of a cat than her shin; he cannot 


give what he has not.” 


This was not the cafe with the vil- 
lainous beggar, or the avaricious curate 
who had ftarved me, though provi- 
dence had been bountiful to them ; 
and their acquifitions coft them only 
the one, a pax tecum, and the other, a 
God reward you. It was thefe mon- 
{ters I hated; as for the poor {quire 
he could dono otherwife than he did : 
his misfortunes. made fuch an impref- 
fion on me, that I declare to this day, 
when I meet a cavalier like him with 
an affected gravity, and the airs of 
quality, I cannot help looking on him 
with an eye of pity, fuppofing al- 
ways that he lives as wretchedly as 
the poor fquire. 


But in fpite of our poverty, I was 
very 
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very well contented in my fituation ; 
there was but one thing that vexed 
me, relpecting my mafter ;—this was 
his ridiculous vanity. I wifhed him to 
have lefs pride with his poverty : but 
I knew it was in vain to give myfelf 
any concern about it; thefe kind of 
people, though they are not worth a 
crown in the world, will not difpenfe 
with a jot of their confequence. 
Heaven mend them! no other power 
can prevent their dying elfe with 
this fin on their heads. 


CHAP. 
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‘The Extremities to which the Squire and Lazarillo 
were reduced, by an Order of the Police.  For- 
tune fends them a Real. 


I WAS thus beginning to feel more 
content than [I had ever known, 
when a new misfortune befel me. 
There was a great fcarcity of corn this 
year, on which account a new regu- 
lation took place in the police ; an or- 
der came out that all the poor who 
were ftrangers fhould quit Toledo 
immediately ; if any were found they 
were to be whipped out of the town. 
This was executed with fuch feverity, 
that for three or four days, there was 
nothing to be feen but troops of beg- 
gars, 
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gars, whom they drove out of the 
gates. 


Iwas fo frightened that I no Jon- 
ger dared to goin fearch of food ; we 
kept a complete fa{i for two days, in 
which time we not only lived without 
eating, but without {peaking. It 
was luckly for me that I had made 
acquaintance with fome poor women 
in the neighbourhood, who got their 
livelihood by weaving laces. They 
faved my life; for though it was not in 
their power to affift me very materi- 
ally, yet they prevented my fiarving. 


I felt more compaffion for my maf- 
ter than myfelf. I cannot conceive 
how he fubfitted for elght days, that I 
never faw him put any thing into his 
mouth ; nor where his jaws, in fact, 
much fatigued by exercife during 
that 
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that time, I believe, for he came home 
every day as lank and lean as a grey- 
hound. He ufed however to ftand at 
the door with a tooth-pick in his 
hand, though heaven knows he had 
little occafion for it; yet he thought 
himfelf bound in honour to carry on 
the farce. 


We had continued in this wretched 
{tate fome time, when, by what means 
I know not, my mafter became pof- 
fefled ofa real. He came home with 
looks that denoted his fatisfaction, 
and faid to me in a tone that confirm- 
ed it, here, Lazarillo, fortune feems 
at length to be more favourable to 
me; take this real and go to market; 
buy meat, bread and wine; we will 
enjoy ourfelves for once; to complete 
your fatisfaction, learn that I have 
hired another houfe ; we will ftay no 
longer 
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longer than to the end of the month 
in this vile unlucky place.. Unfortu- 
nate was the hour in which I fir 
put my foot into it! I do believe it 
is this curfed houfe that brings me 
ill luck; every day convinces me 
more of it; fure it was ordained by 
fate, that famine and defpair fhould 
be its only inhabitants; that none 
fhould ever eat or drink under’ this 
difmal roof. Didft thou ever fee fo 
gloomy an houfe, added he? I per- 
fectly agreed with my mafter. He 
then bid me go to market with all 
pollible {peed ; let what will happen, 
laid, he we will enjoy ourfelves to 


day. 


I took the real and the jug, and 
flew along the f{treets with a joy eafy 
to be conceived ; but it was foon in- 
terrupted, as I fhall relate; it was 
Witkti. Lee. G ordained 
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ordained that I never was to feel joy, 
without tafting forrow at the fame 
time. They fay misfortunes never 
come alone; 1am furemy pleafures did 
not, for they were always accompa- 
nied by fome crofs circumftances. 


As I was going along, confidermg 
how I fhould difpofe of my money to 
the beft advantage, I met.a funeral, 
which was attended by feveral priefts, 


and a va{t concourfe of people. I 


placed myfelf clofe to the wall, in or- 
der to give them room to pafs ; when 
the corpfe was gone by, I faw a wo- 
man, (the widow of the deceafed, I 
fuppofe) drefled in deep mourning, 
and attended by fome others, who 
rent the air with their cries; the firft, 
in order to exprefs the extent of her 
affliction, exclaimed, “ alas! my poor 
dear hufband, where are they going 
to 
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to convey you! theyare carrying you 
to that difmal region, to that dark 
and wretched habitation, whofe te~ 
nants neither eat or drink. 


This defcription appeared to be fo 

exactly fuited to our abode, that when 
~ d heard her, I thought heaven and 
earth were coming together ; I gave 
mylelf up to my fears, which told me 


they were certainly going with. the 
dead body te our houfe, 


I turned back immediately, and 
ran home fafter than I had come; 
when I arrived, I fhut the door as 
quick as poffible, imploring my maf- 
ter, even With tears, to come and help 


me fecure it that nobody might 
enter. — 


The {quire appeared alarmed at 
Ge my 
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my behaviour, ‘attributing it to ano- 
ther caufe, and afked me with fome 
emotion why I fhut the door in fuch 
a hurry, and feemed im fuch diforder. 
Oh, fir, faid I, pray help me bar it; 
for they are coming to bring a corpfe 
here this inftant. ‘* A corpfe! replied 
my matter, ina voice of aftonifhment ; 
Yes, fir, faid 1; I met it clofe by, anda 
woman exclaiming that they were 
going to carry her hufband to ‘that 
difmal houfe where people nei- 
ther eat or drink, fo I could-not be 
miftaken ; they will be here directly, 
fir. 


When my mafter heard my ftory 
told in the moft piteous voice, he 
burft into fuch a fit’ of lawghter, 
that it was ‘a confiderable time before 
he could fpeak. I looked at him 


with aftonifhment, for [had expected 
he: 
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he would be'as much frichtened:as 
mytfelf. I bolted the door, however; 
and {tood with my back againft it. for 
fecurity. . The funeral and the croud 
palled by ; and I trembled foomnchali 
could fcarcely ftand, nor could I be 
perfuaded they did not mean to bring 
the dead body to us. At length my 
matter, who was more tired of laughing 
than eating, faid, you had reafon cer- 
tainly, Lazarillo, to think as you did 
from what the widow faid, but fince 
you perceive your miftake, open the 
door and make the beft of your way 
to market. In God’s name, fir, faid 
I, let the funeral turn the corner. 


My mafier perceiving me ftill over- 
powered by my fears, came himfelf 
to the door, which he opened in fpite 
of my oppofition ; when I perceived 
the procefflion was really gone, I ven- 


G8 tured 
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tured out. ¥ purchafed wine, bread, 
and fome baked meat; with which 
returned to the fquire. We had a 
mo{ttimptuous repaft, and were as 
happy as princes, 
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CHAPTER XV. 


The Reafon which induced the Squire ta vifit Toleda ; 
he entertains Lazarillo with an Account of his 
Fortune and Talents ; the latter not very. profitable 


to him. 


COULD not but feel a great cu- 
riofity to know, wherefore, my 
third mafter, the {quire, had chofen to 
come and refide at Toledo, for I foon 
difcovered. that he was not a native of 
the place. After our feaft this curio- 
fity was fatisfied; my mafter being 
in good fpirits, grew communicative, 
and gave me the following account of . 


himfelf. 


Hetoldme he wasof OldCatitile, which 
he had quitted becauie he could not 
G 4 reconcile 
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reconcile it to himfelf to pull off his 
hat to a man of quality who lived in 
the neighkhourhood. But fir, faid L 
if his rank and fortune made him 
your fuperior, as you acknowledge, { 
fhould think that you might havefalu- 
ted him firft, without feeling yourfelf 
degraded, if on his part he was not 
deficient in politenefs. All that is 
very true, replied he; he was my fu- 
perior ; he returned my bow ; but 
that was not enough in my opinion. 


I was refolved that he fhould take 
his hat off before I touched mine. 
Well, for my part, returned I, I 
fhould not have regarded the matter 
fo nicely. No, no, faid my matter, 
thou art young, and ignorant of thefe 
principles of honour which are in 
thefe days the nobleft pofleffions of 
thofe who inherit them; but learn, 
that. 
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that though Iam only a fimple fquire, 
if I were to meet a prince in the {treet, 
and he did not take his hat off to me 
properly, I repeat to you properly, 
I fwear that I-would fooner traverfe 
half the town to avoid him, than put 
it in his power to affront me a fecond 
time ; for let me tell you, God and the 
king excepted, a gentleman has no 
obligation to.any body, and it is not 
reafonable thathe fhould. facrifice any 
of his privileges, while his conduct is 
irreproachable. 


I remember one day, continued 
my mafter, I was near getting into a 
{crape with an officer of the place; 
in pafling me, he faid, God prelerve 
- you. Iturned quick upon him, faying, 
who do you think youare {peaking 
to, Mr. Jackanapes? do you. fuppofe 
Iam fome clown like yourfelf with 
G5 your 































130 THE LIFE oF 


your God preferve you indeed !learry to: 
mend your manners,. I defire. This. 
had the defired effe@ on my gentle- 
man ; for ever after he bowed as foon: 
as he faw me, and {poke ina proper 
manner, 


I could not help interrupting my 
mafter here, faying, how, fir, is it 
poffible that it can be an offence to. 
to any body to fay God preferve you? 
What a fool thou art, replied the 
Iquire ; it does very well for low born 
perfons, but to thofe of my quality, 
ro‘hing but your fervant, fir, or your 
mo{t obedient, will do. From thie: 
knowledge of my fentiments, con- 
tinued he, you will judge how ill I 
could brook the behaviour of the 
nobleman I mention to you,. who to 
confefs all, ufed to make my blood 
boil with his, God preferve you too, 
when 
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when he met me. No, by heaven, 
never will I fubmit to be addreffed. 
with a God prejerve you, by any body 
but the king, unlefs they tack a my 
lord: to the end, to: qualify it. 


Into what hands have I fallen: now,. 
thought I; what affiftance can I hope- 
from a man who is angry that’ people: 
wifh God may preferve him. 


 Tanr not foll off, continued my. 
{quire, as I appear, neither Lazarillo :: 
for Lam. fole proprietor of a piece of 
land fixteen leagues only from Valla~ 
dolid, fit to build upon, which ‘would: 
be worth two. hundred thoufand ma- 
ravedas, or more,. according to: the. 
money that was laid-out upon it ; and 
befides this.I have a dove houfe, which: 
is rather in a ruinous ftate at prefent 
to. be fure, but if it- were rebuilt, it 
G6 would 
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would bring in a profit of two hun- 
dred pigeons annually; there are 
a thoufand other things I could men- 
tion of equal advantage, which I have 
given up rather than facrifice my ho- 
nour.” 


‘« T came to this place in hopes of 
finding fome eftablifhment, but I have 
not met with the fuccefs I have ex- 
pected. I have found fome priefts, 
indeed, who would have affifted me ; 
but thefe are a kind of people who 
tax the fervices they do onetoo highly. 
I have alfo met with fome of your 
marquifles who would have retained 
me; but thefe gentlemen require one 
to undertake every thing ; and if you 
take the charge of a purveyor, tis a 
thoufand to one but you are difmif- 
Jed without being paid, or gaining 
any thing but what one can catch 
with 
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with one’s teeth; at moft if they hap- 
pen to be furprifed by a fit of confci- 
ence, asarecompence for your fervices 
they throw fome old garment at your 
head, and think you are then vaftly 
obliged to them.” 


But if one is fo fortunate as to get 
into the fervice of a great man, tis 
quite another thing; I know not 
whether to attribute the impoflibility 
I have found of being received by 
fuch, to my ill luck, or to their tak- 
ing fome diflike to me; however 
that may be, I am certain if I could 
obtain fuch an eftablifhment, I fhould 
foon become a favourite of my maf- 
ter ; at leaft I would {pare no pains to 
render myfelf agreeable to him. 1 
could lie as well as another; and in 
fhort, practife all thefe things fo much 
in requeft now adays. I may without 
vanity 
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vanity boaft of having talents for 
fuch a ftation ; I would. praife all my 
mafter’s actions, good, bad, or indif= 
ferent; I would never tell him any 
thing to give him pain,. however for: 
his advantage the information might 
9¢ ; [ would in his prefence.appear to: 
take a warm intereft in:all that con- 
cerned him:; when he was abfent it 
would not fo much: fignify, for you. 
knew the bow'muft not always be bent. 
I fhould: teftify my zeal, at the ex- 
pence of the fervants, whom. I would: 
{cold furioufly. when in. his hearing. L 
would praife up to the fkies thofe 
whom he approved, and-abufe moft 
unmercifully thofe he difliked. Then. 
1 would keep a regifter of every bo-. 
dy’s actions, and memorandums of 
all the fcandal I heard,,to: entertain. 
him with. In fine, I would put in 
practice all thofe arts fo acceptable: 
to 
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to the great men of the prefent age ; 
for I am convinced that they do not 
care to have men of worth about 
them;. on. the contrary, they hold: 
them in the utmoft contempt, as poor’ 
idiots: who know nothing of | the 
world; who: make them yawn, in- 
ftead of amufing them. Thefe are, I 
know, the opinions of our courtiers. 
IE underftand how te accommodate: 
mylfelf to their ways, but I am not,. 
alas! fo fortunate as to have an op 
portunity of exhibiting my talents, 
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CHAPTER. XVF. 


fn what Manner the S§ quire’ s Conver {ation Was in= 
terrupted. _ Inventory of his Goods. He quits 


Lazarillo. 


af THE poor {quire was in fuch a 
communicative humour, and fo 
delighted with his {ubject, that 1 know 
not when the converfation would have 
ended. His harangue was, however, 
interrupted by the entrance of a man 
and an old woman ; one demanded the 
the payment of the rent, the other 
the hire of the bed. They calculated 
together, and found there was owing 
to them for two months, more money 
than my mafter could have raifedin 
twelve ; that is to fay, thirteen reals. 


The 
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The fquire received them very po- 
litely, and faid he was juft going out 
to change a double piftcle, and that 
if they would take the trouble to 
come in the evening, they fhould re- 
ceive their money. He then, as he 
faid, went out, never to return: the 
creditors failed not to come at the 
appointed time, but were obliged 
to defer their bufinefs till next day, 
as it grew late, and there was no ap- 
pearance of the fquire. | was afraid 
to fleep in the houle alone, and there- 
fore went to our neighbours, to whom 
I related what had happened, and they 


gave mea night’s lodging. 


Next morning the creditors return- 
ed to the charge; they enquired of 
the neighbours where the {quire was ; 
but the bird was flown. The good 
women told them I was his fervant, 
and 
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and. had the key of the houfe, whicty 
was all the information. they could 
give. They afked me then what was 
become of my mafter? I told them I 
did not know; that I had never feen. 
him fince he went out te change the 
money; that I much feared he had 
taken the change, and given us the 
flip. The creditors on hearing this, 
went immediately to fetch an officer 
of juftice,and a recorder; they re- 
turned together ; demanded the key 
of the houfe in form ; called together 
fome witnefles ; and opened the door: 
in their prefence to feize the effects. 
of my mafter, and pay with a part 
of them. what he owed. 


They, proceeded to fearch the whole- 
houfe, which they found as empty as. 
Thave defcribed ; they then queftion- 
ed me what. was become of the fur- 
niture,. 
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riture, the trunks, the hangings, and 
kitchen tackle? I told them I did not 
underftand what they meant. “ To 
be fure, faid the landlord of the houfe,. 
they have taken off all the goods in 
the night; feize that. young knave, 
fir; he muft be made to give an ac- 
count of where they are taken to.” 


The officer caine up to me, and 
feizing me by the collar, faid, in or- 
dee to frighten me, if [ did not dif. 
cover all, I fhould be thrown into a. 
dungeon. 


All the misfortunes.of my life ap-=. 
peared trifles, when compared with: 
this. I never was fo frightened. I had. 
been collared often, to be fure, by my 
old blind mafter, but never in fo ferious: 
amanner. I was panic ftruck, and 
burfting into tears, promifed to con- 
fefs. all. 

s« That’s 























ar il 


ae ee ee 
Bre Om 
en. ete ee 


~ 


i Tae 


ere 
RPS pay 


ey 


Ent 
tO, on 


ot Ln 


neat ile —— mings 


— pe 


Leh 


—- — 
1 
t 
—_ va ae ee ae 
——_— ate om Md 
i ate eh we 
oe s i 


' 
" nage 


ee ie ecnennn amen ni. - - = 
te nape A AEE Esa ae ae TEN = 
“merteg =e _ co oa, 5 basis” Sage 
eee f “ 
ene | 4 134 ‘ 


gee ie Oe ‘ 
#8 ers oh : 


t 


140 THE LIFE OF 


«That’s agood boy, faid theofficer, 
foftening his voice; tell the truth, and 
you have nothing to fear.” The re- 
corder then feated himfelf on the ftone 
bench to take the inventory, and de- 
fired me to give an account of my 
matier’s effets. Sir, faid I, my matter 
informed me, that he had a fine piece 
of land to build upon; and befides 
that a dove houfe, rather in need of 
repair to be fure, he faid. 


“« Well, faid the creditors, though 
this may not be very valuable, it is 
enough, however, to payus.” ‘** But 
in what part of this place is the land 
and the dove-houfefituated ? demand- 
ed the regifter. 


It is not in this place, fir, (faid [) it 
is in his own country. So, fo, replied 
all at once, we are finely off. Pray, 

continued 
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continued the regifter, of what coun- 
try is your mafter ? He told me, re- 
plied I, that he was of Oid Caftile. 
The officer of juftice and the recorder 
burft outa laughing at this reply, and 
faid to thofe who had ietched them, 
ve need make no further enquiry ; 
this is enough to difcharge the debt, 
however great itmay be. The neigh- 
bours then informed them that I was 
a poor fimple boy, who had only been 
a few days with the fquire, and who 
was as ignorant of his circumftances as 
themfelves. Alas! added they, the 
poor child has come every day to us 
for charity ; we gave him all the af- 
fiftance in our power, otherwite he 
mutt have been ftarved. 


When they found I was innocent, 
they no longer threatened me; but 
the creditors did not get off fo eafily, 
for 
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for the officer and regifter began te 
enquire about payment for their 
time. 


‘The creditors faid, that as there 
‘was nothing found in the houfe, and 
therefore nothing to do, they could 
mot claim any thing for their trouble. 
The others afferted, that they had 
left bufinefs of great confequence 
elfewhere, and would be paid for lofs 
of time to attend them. High words 
arofe ; at length the officers feized the 
old quilt that belonged to the wo- 
man, and gave it in charge to a bai- 
lift, who happened to be paffing by; 
but though it was not a very heavy 
load, all chofe to affift in carrying it 
of; each took hold of a part, and 
began to-play at tbe devil take the hind- 
moft. 1 looked at this diverting fcene 
till I was tired, then took myfelf off, 
I know 
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1 know not how it ended, but this I 

_know, that all ought to have been 
fatisfied ; for if they held faft, each 
would havea bit; the old quilt not 
being in a condition to refit any 
violent efforts, 


Thus was I feparated from my 
‘third mafter ; and my deftiny furely 
was rather fingular. We every day 
hear of fervants who leave their maf- 
ters, but I believe I am the firft fervant 
whofe mafier ever left him. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Lazarillo enters into the Service of a Merchant of 
forged Bulls. 


HAD now to feek a fourth mafter. 

Fortune prefented me with one, 
whom I found to be a manufacturer 
of bulls. It was not his mode/ty that 
inclined him to give the credit of them 
to his Holinefs. I leave my readers 
to guefs his motive. If ever there 
was a compleat villain, it was him. 
Never was man more calculated for 
the trade he purfued, of making a 
market of the moft facred things; 
and of finding out the means of im- 
pofing on the world. 


When he arrived in any town to 
difpofe of his ‘bulls, he went imme- 
| diately 
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diately to vifit the curate or vicars : 
thefe he engaged in his intereft, by 
making them prefents of the fineft 
fruits he could get, peaches, melons, 
and citrons, or “fomething relifhing 
for their-table.- He knew how to re- 
commend himfelf to thefe gentry, and 
they in return recommended hin, 
by affembling the parifhiuners to take 
his bulls. 


My mafter, before he entered into 
particular converfation with his cuf- 
tomers, always confidered his ground 
well. If they were intelligent people, 
he took care not to broach his Latin, 
but paid his ie laites in Spanith ; 
but if he found his hearers were igno- 
rant, or one more celebrated for riches 
than genius, he then affumed the 
{cholar, and harangued them with a 
rigmarole of gibberifh, which he 
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paffed off as, Latin 5 -it might.as well 
have been. called.,Greek.;. for. fuch it 
would have feemed. to, thofe. wed un- 


SexORAt Latin. 


if my, aoa found he could not: 


difpofe,.of his bulls ;by , fair,.means, 


he, made.no {cruple.of haying recourfe 
to;foul ;.and.:the..want .of: ‘invention 
‘was not among the number of hisde- 
ficiencies. I fhould never have done, 
were I to relate all the..artifices she 
made, ufe., of, to .attain_his _purpofes 
while I was with: him ;.. one {fpecimen 
will be fufficient, I think, to: fhew ‘his 
knavery.and_ wickednefs. 


The ek of this a@& Jay in.a town 
in the neighbourhood, of Toledo. He. 
had preached in favour of his bulls. 
for; three or four.days; without his 
ufual fuccefs ; even his former, arti~ 
: fices 
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fices to promote their fale’ were em- 
ployed in vain; he was enraged, and 
wilhed himfelf and all the. parifh at 
the devil a thoufand timés; part: of 
his with sas granted, I believe; for 
his highnefs feemed to accept his. wil- 
ling votary, and to give a proof of his 
protection to my mafter, infpired:-him 
with the trick he played. 


He fignified to the people that he 
was going to quit the place, and fhould. 
publifh the bulls for the laftime on 
the following day. 


Hehadan officer of juftice with him, 
who was an accomplice on the occa« 
fion. After fupper they went to cards; 
and pretending to quarrel upon fome 
point of the game, began to give one 
another very foul language, 
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My matter called the officer a knave ; 
‘he, in return, told him he was a cheat ; 
one feized a candleftick, the other a 
fword: fuch a noife enfued, that the 
Jandlord and neighbours all poured in 
to know the caufe, and to feparate 
them, which la{t appeared to be a very 
difficult matter; for, by the efforts 
they made, one would have thought 
they were bent on deftroying each 
other. Their tongues, however, were 
at liberty, and they exercifed it; the 
officer continually repeating that my 
mafter was a cheat, and fabricated the 
bulls he wanted to difpofe of, Find- 
ing they could not accommodate the 
quarrel, the byftanders took the officer 
to another houfe, and my mafter was 
left at the inn; fo irritated did he 
feem, that they no longer attempted 
to appeafe him, but went their way ; 


and we took ourfelves to bed. The 
next 
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next morning my mafier went to 
church; the bell was rung to affemble 
the people to mafs, and heara fermon 
to exhort them to receive the bulls. 
The quarrel had made fuch a noife in 
the place, that it excited an univerfal 
cariofity in the neighbourhood to fee 
my mafter. Thechurch was crouded ; 
and all prefent, I believe, had their 
fufpicions about the bulls. From 
what I heard whifpered, 1 thought 
our affairs in fuch a bad fituation, that 
if I could have found a favourable 
opportunity, I fhould certainly have 
communicated my apprehenfions to 
my mafter. 


-This famous delegate mounted the 
pulpit, and began to preach in an 
animated manner on the great ad- 
vantages that would attend his hearers 
from their taking his bulls; and ex- 
H 3 horted 
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horted.them not.to attend to.the 
{candal. of evil-minded: perfons... In 
the mid{t of his. difcourfe, the officer 
entered the church by the great door; 
after having faid a prayer to himfelf, 
he raifed his voice, and addreffed the 
congregation in the following words. 
‘* Worthy people, I befeech you to 
give-attention to what I am going to 
fay ; “1 fhall not detain you long; but 
what I have to impart is of the utmoft 
importance. When you. have heard 
me, you will judge whether youought 
to give any credit to this pretended 
delegate.’ Obferving that,the audi- 
ence were attentive, he proceéded, 
‘Having fuffered myfelf to be fe- 
duced by that: impoftor-who is now 
preaching to you, he took advan- 
tage of my. weaknefs, to induce me — 
to favor his impofition, and offered to 
fhare the profits with me; but hap- 
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pily for my foul I have feen my error. 
I repent the injury I have done to 
others, and intended todo you. In 
.confequence of this repentance, | here 
declare publickly that the bulls he 
recommends to yoware fictitious; that 
they are made by himfeli; and I re- 
queft each and all.of you to bear wit~ 
nefs, that I n@éw. renounce’ all .con- 
nection with the deceiver; thatif he 
fhould ‘be’ hereafter taken up’ and 
-punifhed, Lmay be juftified in having 
quitted him,°and proclaimed his im- 
pofitions.” 


Having ‘concluded. his |difcourfe, 
fome of the better kind of people who 
were near ‘him, would have pufhed 
chim: out ‘of the church, im order. ‘to 
prevént afcandal being thrownapon 
thercloth; ‘but my mafter prevented 


them) ‘and defired they “would give 
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his accufer the hearing. As he con- 
tinued his filence, the preacher added, 
if he has any thing elfe to fay, let 
him proceed. The fergeant replied, 
that he could produce many more 
charges, but he had brought enough 
for the prefent. Upon which the de- 
legate, placing himfelf on his knees 
before the pulpit, ‘and raifing his 
hands and eyes to heaven, faid, « Holy 


St. Francis, who feeft all that is done 
‘on earth,.and to whom nothing is im- 


pofiible, I befeech thee to make ufe 
of the power given thee to clear up 
my innocence ; for thou knoweft how 
unjuftly I arn accufed. I pardon the 
poor wretch the injury he would. do 
me, and beg thy forgivenefs of him; 
but as he may hurt the holy caufe in 
which t.am engaged, I earneftly im- 


-plore thee: to employ fome miracle 


to undeceive thofe here prefent, who 
| may 
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may have been biaffed by his declara- 
tion to reject thele bulls ; and if lam 
the deceiver, I befeech thee to caufe 
this pulpit to fink ten fathom deep 
into the earth, and that I may not 
arife from it. If he is the impoftor> 
and inftigated by the devil, raifes this 
falfehood only to prevent thefe good 
people from profiting by the bene- 
fit offered to them, I befeech thee 
to punifh him in {uch a manner that 
his wickednefs be known to all pre- 
fent.” 


My pious mafter had fcarcely finifh- 
ec‘thefe words, e’er the knavith officer 
fell on the ground, and that with 
fuch violence that I thought he mutt 
have cracked his fkull. He then be- 
gan to kick and plunge, making the 
moft horrid contortions, and writhing 
his body as if in all the agonies of 
convulfions. . 

Hs The 
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The whole congregation were fo 
aftonifhed, that at firft they feemed 
to be ftruck dumb; but this filence 
foon gave way to a hundred different 
noiles, fo that they could hardly hear 


seach other {peak ; fome pitied his fuf- 


ferings, and prayed for mercy on 
him; others lefs compaflionate, faid 
he was properly ferved, and deferved 
an exemplary punifhment. for. the 
{candal he had uttered. 


Some of the moft adventurous part 
of the audience took hold ef him 2 
one feized: his arms, another his legs; 
and never did vicious mule give fuch: 
malicious kicks as this fly knave. 
There were above twelve men who: 
attempted in vain to hold him; and 
when he got a leg or arm loofe, woe 
to them that were within reach of 
it, , 
During 
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During this time my: mafiter con- 
tinued ‘on his knees, feemingly fo en- 
tranced by: hisdevottons, that even the 
noife which: was.made could not dif- 
engage him from his contémplations.. 


Some good people went up to hinr, 
and by dintof pulling him and fcream- 
ing,in his ears, atJength drew his at- 
tention., They befought him to have 
pity onj.the, poor wretch . who ‘was 
dying; to forgive him, fince his punith- 
ment was fogreat ; and that if by any 
means it were in his power to relieve 
him from-his fufferings, he would for 
the love of mercy do it. 


., The pious paftor, as if awakened 
from a dream), leoked at them); then 
at the ferjeant and furrounding croud, 
and inan hummble tone proceeded tofay, 
that it was ufelefs their application to. 
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him, for he had no power to withdraw 
the punifhment; but he would moft 
willingly join them in prayer, that 
the fufferings might be alleviated. 
He then defcended from the pulpit, 
and kneeling by the fide of the fer- 
jeant, defired the congregation to 
follow his example, which they did ; 
he then uttered the following prayer. 
“Holy St. Francis, we humbly be- 
feech thee to have pity on this mifer- 
able offender ; and if thou haft for 
the punifhment of his fins permitted 
the devil to poffefs him, banifh the 
evil {pirit, arid reftore the poor wretch 
to his fenfeés and health.” After this 
prayer (in-which all joined) my maf- 
ter recited fome others, in a manner 
that drew tears from all the devots ; 
he then placed the bulls on the head 
of the ferjeant, who became quiet 
immediately, and recovered his fenfes 
perfectly 
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perfectly in a fhort time. When 
this was accomplifhed, he threw him- 
felf at the feet of the delegate, and 
begged his pardon for the calumny 
he had uttered ; he faid it was the 
devil who infpired him, in order to 
prevent the diftribution of the bulls, 
which he wifhed the good people pre- 
fent not to have the benefit of. 


My mafter, upon this confeffion, 
forgave him, and again took him 
into favour. This affair made fo much 
noife, and the bulls got into fuch 
credit, that there was not a foul {carce 
in the place who did not apply for 
them. Hufbands and their wives, 
men and women, fervant men and 
fervant maids; in fhort, there were 
but few of the more enlightened 
people who penetrated the myftery. 


The 
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The news of this pretended miracle 
was circulated to all the nei ehbouring 
villages, fo that when we arrived there 
we had no occafion td preach fermons, 
er even go to church; the people 
came in as great crouds as ‘if they 
had been pears that were rem 2, of 
gratis. 


I own that I was. deceived as well 
as others at firft; but the jokes that 
I heard between my mafter and his 
friend on the fubject,. after, let me 
into the fecret, and. I was then ap- 
prifed of the confummate wickednefs 
of this. diftributer of bulls. From 
that time I conceived fuch a horror 
for him, that I refolved to quit him, 
which I did very, {oon alter, 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


Lazarillo enters into the Service of a Painter; Ee- 
comes Clerk to. an Ojficer of Juffice; and after= 


wards Cryer. 


I THEN placed myfelf with a great 

painter, where my bufinels was to: 
grind colours; but I was foon tired of 
this ; and as I was now grown tall, I 
thought 1 ought to look out for fome 
occupation more ufeful and fuitable to 
my age. One day that I went to church, 
I was accofted by a chaplain; he afked 
me if I wented a fervice, for he liked 
my looks, and would employ me, if 


I was willing? I confented, and en- 


tered his fervice; he gave into my care 
an afs, four barrels,and a whip, with 
which I was to fell water in the 
town, 

This 
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This was my firft ftep towards 
comfort. We fettled matters thus. 
I gave thirty marayedas every day 
to the chaplain, excepting Saturdays, 
when heallowed me the profit of my 
labours ; and befides this, I was per- 
mitted to keep all I gained over and 
above the thirty maravedas. I con- 
trived fo well with this, that at the 
end of four years I was worth enough 
to purchafe myfelf, at the pawn- 
brokers, an old fuit of clothes that 
were clean and neat, and an ancient 
{word, of the fafhion of Roland’s 
days. Finding myfelf fo fpruce, I 
refigned to my mafter the afs and all 
the paraphernalia, giving him to un- 


derftand that I wifhed to better my 


fortune, and took my leave. 


I then got into the fervice of an 
officer of juftice, who employed me 
as 
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as his recorder; but I did not like this 
fituation. I was not endowed by na- 
ture with the qualities required in it: 
for one night that we were in purfuit 
of fome rioters, we were fet upon by 
a parcel of rogues, who had taken 
fhelter in a place through which we 
paffed ; they knew us, and began to 
employ fticks and fiones without any 
mercy. My mafter was fool enough 
to make up to them; for my part, [ 
took to my heels, and convinced them 
I knew how to ufethem. I foon bid 
adieu to the officer, and proceeded to 
feek fome employment which would 
permit me to live in peace, and lay 
fomething by to fupport me in my 
old age. Thank heaven I have got 
one that is both profitable and plea- 
fant. 3 


Some people of quality who in- 
terefted 
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terefted themfelves for me, procured 
me a royal poft. I was fome time in 
getting it to be fure, and was obliged 
to run about a great deal ; but it was 
worth while; for I knew that my for- 
tune could only be made by fucha 
fituation. At this time, therefore, 
my good readers, I perform the of- 
fice of eryer, at your fervice.. My em- 
ployment confifts in, giving notice 
throughout the town, where the beft 
wines are to be fold; enquiring after 
all loft things ; 1 give notice of fales; 
accompany’ the. condemned to the 
place of execution, acquainting: people 
by the way with their good. qualities. 
In.a word, lama public eryer.’ ‘This 
bufinefs fuits me fo well, and I fueceed 


fo well in it, that I get.all the employ- 


ment; nobody thinks of applying 
but to Lazarillo de Tormes; if they 


-do, they have little hopeoffucceeding. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP TER: XIX. 


Lazarillo marries the Servant of a Corregidor. 


Proves a complaifant Husband, 


if HAVE the honor to be employed 
by the corregidor, who is an: old 
bachelor. Finding me a good ma-~ 
nager, and of an eafy difpofition,*he 
married’ me to a favourite fervant; 
recommending me to treat her well, 
as her faithful fervices had intitled 
her to his regard ; and as 1 behaved, 
fo fhould I be rewarded. by his pro- 
tection and favour. I thought] could 
not do better than accept his propofal. 
{I therefore married, and do not ré- 
pent. 


My wife is an excellent manager; 
and the noble corregidor gives me his 
affiftance 
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affiftance and protection. I receive 
from him every year to the value of 
a load of corn. He often fends us 
pieces of beef, loaves, and gives me 
befides, all his old clothes. He has 
hired usa fmall houfe clofe to his 
own, and we dine with him almoft 


every Sunday and holiday. 


But happinefs feldom comes un- 
mixed ; our peace was for fometime 
difturbed by evil tongues, which in- 
finuate very fcandalous things, becaufe 
my wife, who is very handfome, goes 
to drefs our patron’s dinner fome- 
times, and fets his room to rights. 
Heaven help the fcoffers! and may 
they know the wrong they are guilty 


of towards honeft people. For my 


part, lam very well fatisfied, fay what 
they will ; and my wife is too prudent 
to attend to their chatter. 

I con- 
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I coniefs, that at firft, thefe things 
made me rather uneafy ; but the cor- 
regidor was fo kind to me, he made 
me fo many prefents, and promifed 
me fuch future advantages, it was im- 
pollible he could think of doing me 
any injury; befides, to fatisfy me, 
he {poke very plainly on the fubject 
before my wife. 


“ Lazarillo, my friend (faid this 
kind patron to me one day) thofe 
who liften to evil tongues, are fure 
never to profper. 1 fay this to you; 
becaufe I hear there are impertinent 
people who affect to be fcandalized, 
that your wife continues to do the 
little offices fhe did for me before fhe 
married ; perhaps they may be offici- 
ous enough to put foolifh thoughts 
into your head ; but I hope you have 
too much fenfe to mind them. Be 
affured, 
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affured, our conduct is ftrictly ho- 
norabie. Befides, after all, will thefe 
evil {peakers provide for you?” 


Tam exceflively obliged to you, fir,: - 
(replied 1) for all'your goodnefs to 
me, and will follow your advice; to 
be fure there are certain perfons who 
have been talking to me on this fub- 
ject ; fome indeed went fo far as to 
fay }that.my wife ‘there had. three 
children by you before our marri- 
age. 


Thefe words were‘ hardly out“of 
my mouth, before my wife began to 
make fuch loud proteftations of her 
innocence, accompanied by fuch hor- 
rible oaths, that I expected the houfe 
to fall about our ears, fo frightened 
was I.. She then fell a crying moft 
bitterly, uttering a ‘thoufand curfes 
on 
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on thofe who had’ fo falfely and ma-= 
levolently accufed-her. 


When. Ffaw: the ‘effect my words 
had on my poor! wifey Twilhed Uhad 
died rather than uttéred them: But 
the” corregidor’ and nyfelf took fo 
much pains to comfort’ her, that 4¢ 
length fhe was pacified.” I affured 
her, on my honor; that I never would 
{peak on the fubjeét again; that to 
convince her of my aon dened, fhe had 
my full :permiflion to go to the cor 
regidor’s houfe at any hour of the 
day or night; fo far from being vexed 
at their being fuch good PMBAS: no- 
thing could give me greater pleafure. 
For I was convinced there was not a 
more virtuous woman in Toledo. 


After this we became better friends 
than ever; and whenever any body 
: attempts 
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attempts now to fpeak to me on the 
fubject, I interrupt them very quickly, 
and defire them fharply to mind their 
own bufinefs; that I am refolved not 
to attend,to any thing to make me 
uneafy. ” And above all things, I will 
not allow any body to make a differ- 
€nce between me and my wife, whom 
I love better than myfelf,and to whom 
J owe all the comfort of my life. 


After having made this declaration 
to all who interfered in my affairs, 
they ceafed to plague me; and I found 
I had adopted the means thereby of 
living in peace at home. 


CHAP. 

























LAZARILLO DE FORMES, 


CHAPTER AL. 


Lazarillo becomes acquainted with Some of the Ger- 
mans 1n the fuite of the Emperor Charles thé Fifth. 


yA this time the emperor Charles 
the Fifth arrived at Toledo, 
with his whole court. I fhall not 
attempt to defcribe the entertain- 
ments that were given on the occa- 
fion; they have no relation to my 
adventures, and may be met with 
elfewhere. The reafon of my men= 
tioning the fubject, 1s, that during 
his {tay I made a numerous acquaint- 
ance. As I never went out without 
a good bottle of wine, and fome fruit, 
as fymbols of my profeflion, I got 
_feveral friends among the gentlemen 
of his train; and as I have the facul- 
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ty of making myfelf beloved, I have 
befides thefe, fo many other friends, 
I verily , believe .1f I was even to 
commit a murder, or to do fome- 
thing worfe, 1 fhould by their means 
get out of the fcrape. 


‘While .thofe Germans remained 
here, I went every day to call on 
them, and conduéted them to the 
houfe where:the beft wine was to be 
had ; we marked our approbation of 
itfo. ftrongly, that thofe who could 
take themfelves there, required four 
people to take them back; and the 
beft of the bufinefs was, that Laza-~ 
rillo-did. not pay a. farthing... They 
threatened to’ beat» me, two or three 
times, for: only offering to, put my 
hand inmy pocket. I did not like to 
be beat. . Thefe Germans are charm- 
ing people; I was fo delighted with 


the 
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the fociety of my new friends, that I 
fhould have liked to pats the reft of 
my days with them, Befides paying 
my reckoning, they gave me conti- 
nually, pieces of ham, mutton, and 
dried meats nicely feafoned with 
fpice, and wine ; fo that my family 
was provided for at home, without 
any expence to me, 


I enjoyed my good fare, the more 
fron1 remembering my former wanrits, 
and began to be pertectly at my eafe ; 
but alas ! it was too foon interrupted- 
Happine/s (as the proverb fays,) ts of 

Jfoort duration. The court lett Foledo ; 
my dear German friends would have 
perfuaded me to accompany them, 
promifing to provide for me; but I 
recollected another proverb, which 
fays, a bird in the band, is worth two in 
the bufb. 1 thanked them a thoufand 
Ie times 
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times: for all their kindnefs, and we 
took leave with a million of. em- 


If I had not been married, indeed 
it would have been another affair ;.I 
would then have pafled the remain- 
der of my days among them, for it 
mu{t be owned they led a very plea- 
fant life. 


I loved thefe’ Germans becaufe 
they had no pride, «and their hearts 
were ever on their lips; they would 
go as freely into the meaneft public 
houfe as they would into the moft 
magnificent palace, and would pay 
their refpects to the fmalleft cork, 
provided the wine was good. ‘They 
are a nation of people who are frank 
and free, and have plenty of money; 
and I afk no greater blefling of 
provi- 
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providence, than to meet with: fome 
of them whenever I happen to be 


thirfty. 


But the affection I have for my 
wife.and child, would not permit me 
to follow thefe good people. I try 
to confole myfeli for their lofs ; yet I 
know not how it is, though I have 
many friends, and am welcome where- 
ever I go, I feem as lonely fince the 
departure of my Germans, as if I 
were in a defert. 


Indeed, I know not what would 
become of me, but for my little The- 
refa; I fay.mine, becaufe lam now tho- 
roughly cured of thefufpicions, which 
once came into my head, from a like- 
nefs that {truck mein her counte- 
nance; for my wife, who would not 
tell a lie for the univerfe, aflured me 
if 
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it Was mine, in a manner that would 
have convinced the moft unbelieving. 
In fact, my mind is now perfeétly at 
eafe on this head ; I am determined 
to pais the refi of my days in quiet, 
and fave a fortune for my girl. 


It is probable, my good readers, 
that my adventures and my life will 
finifh together in this place, but as 
many ftrange things come to pafs in 
this world, if any thing fhould hap- 
pen to me in future, worth relating, } 
fhall not wait till you afk me to dif- 
clofe it, that is provided I find you are 
pleafed with what I have already 
written. 


END OF -VOE.UT. 
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C H AGP Toei. 


Lazarillo a bad Manager ; the Death of the Cor- 
regidor 5 Lazarillo’s Mifery in confequence, 


eee my readers, if any 
thing worth relating recurred to 
me, I would again employ my pen; 
I now perform that promife, con- 
vinced they will find the latter part 
of my adventures even more furprif- 
ing than the former, 
MOL. Le B The 
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The life I had led with my Ger- 
man companions was {fo pleafant, 
that I was ever regreting it; and at 
length as a confolation, reforted ‘to 
the houfes where we had paffed fo 
many agreeable hours; there I found 
fome new aflociates, to whom [I 
taught the German fafhion ; and we 
did fo much honor to our inftruc- 
tors, that we no longer quitted the 
alehoufe, either night or day. But 
the misfortune was, that I was now 
under the neceflity of paying my 
own expences, and generally thofe 
of my companions ; fo that in a few 
months 1 had fpent all my former 
favings. 


Yattended fo little during this pe- 
riod to my employment of cryer, 
that what I earned, would not have 
provided falt for my porridge; and 
when 
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when I wanted money, my wife was 
obliged to give it me, or I made the 
houfe too hot to hold her. But fhe 
did not very quietly fubmit to this ; 
we had very great quarrels, and the 
corregidor was always again{t me; 
fometimes he would expoftulate with 
me in gentle terms, and at others 
make ufe of his authority ; by one 
or other of thefe means, -he ufually 
patched up a peace between us. 
When I was in a condition to reafon, 
I perceived that he was in the right ; 
I then conftrained myfelf for a few 
days, wherein I fiayed at home, and 

. attended to my atiairs; but this re- 

folution was of fhort duration ; | was 

become fo habituated to the alehoufe, 

that I would rather have fuffered any 

misfortune than flay away." 


The corresidor, however, conti- 
Be nued 
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nued his leGtures, and my wife her re- 
monftrances, in which they were abet- 
ted by my confcience ; which told me 
they were certainly right, and I 
wrong. All. at -once therefore, I 
refolved ferioufly on a.reform. I con- 
tinued at home three or four weeks, 
but fo forely again{t the grain, that 
my diffatisfaction was I believe pret- 
ty evident. My poor wife who was 
undoubtedly very fond of me, could 
not bare to fee me fuffer fo much from 
confiraining myfelf. 1 don’t how, but 
it feemed as if we were both in each 
others way. One day that we were 
fitting by the fire fide, fhe told me that 
fhe plainly perceived the kind of life 
I led was very irkfome to me; and 
therefore advifed me to follow my in- 
clinations, and leave the reft to pro- 
vidence. I thought her advice excel- 
lent,.and her confidence was fo well 
| founded, 
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founded, that I never was without 
money in my pocket; the corregidor 
changed his note too, for fo far fromre- 
mont{irating with me on the occafion, 
he was the firft to advife me to yield 
the management of affairs to my wife, 
and not to trouble myfelf about my 
family ; I did not give myfelf the 
trouble to enquire into their reafons, 
and without knowing whence the 


money came, led the pleafanteft life 
in the world. 


About this time my wife lay in ofa 
daughter, which the corregidor ho- 
noured by giving his name to; and 
indeed was as fond’ of as if it had 
been his own. He told me continu- 
ally that if fhe lived to grow up, he 
would educate her, and leave her al] 
her fortune. I could not but admire 
the goodnefs of this man towards an 


Bg, infant, 
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infant, in whom he had. no intereft; 
fatisfied with thefe affurances I con- 
tinued to live, according to my for- 
mer plan; I was the happieft fellow 
in the world ; having no thought for 
the prefent or Siisties Leena on 
the corregidor for all, 


My Ife continued. to pafs away. 
in this pleafant manner for fome time, 
when it was. all at: once interrupted: 
by the ilinefs of our good|friemd; he 
was feized with fucks a violent fever, 
that in three days he was reduced to 


the laft extremities. 


The corregidor’s relations, who had 
claums to. his inheritance, were foon | 
informed of his fituation; they all» 
flocked to. him'; and though it was 
natural to hipnee their interefts 
would have caufed divifions among 
them, 
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them, they agreed but too well ref- 
pecting me. 


Their firft care was to forbid my 
wife or me from entering the houfe ; 
and though the good man enquired 
very frequently for us, they perfuad- 
ed him fo fully that he ought to give 
‘upall thouchs of this Work that he 
took himfelf quietly into the other, 
without our having even the confola- 
tion to take leave of him, or his leav- 


Sand 


ing us any little token of his regard. 


Misfortunes never come alone. The 
comagi¢or being a man of an th ori ty, 
people did not dive toimportune him 


about trifles; for this reafon the rent 
of our houfe had not been paid for 
two years. ‘The landlord would not 
underftand that it was the corregidor 
who hired the houfe, becaufe his heirs 
B 4 would 
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would by no means acknowledge it, 
fo that we were turned into the fireet, 
our goods being feized for the debt. 


Of fo many friends that I could 
have boafted, in a week I had not one; 
and had it not been for a charitable 
Jady who took my wife to fuckle her 


~ehud, and alfo fupported my poor 


irl, I fhould have been reduced to 
slay the part of the gentleman ruined 
by ihe wars. n fact, the death of the | 
corregidor was more fatal to me, 
than fire, fword, famine, or any other 
vilitation. 


) oes 


Se 


I thought to have found a refource 
ftil in ray oifce of cryer ; but alas! [ . 
was Cray pointed ; deprived of the 
means of entertaining my cuftomers 
at the alehoufe, they deferted me, 


and I did not gain fufficient to pay the 


hire 
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hire of my trumpet. It was then that 
I began to diflike my German friends, 
as much.as I had liked them before ; 
and I found but too late, that having 
fared too well intheir company, would 
be the occafion of my faring very ill 
the reft of my life. 
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CHAPTER. fi: 


Lazarillo determines on making a Pe ovage to the ¥n= 
dies. Ee meets his old Mafter, the Squire, whe 


relates his Adventures. 


HAT was to be done in this 
extremity? I found I could 
form no plan more favourable than 
going to feek my fortune in the new 
world, fince there was no refource 
tor mein the old, This was become 
a beaten road; it having long been 
the fafhion for the gentlemen of Spain, 
when they were a little out at the el- 
bows, to re-eftablifh their fortunes, 
by a voyage to the Indies, it was no 
difparagement to me, therefore, to 
follow the example of fo many ho- 
nourable gentlemen. 
In 
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In confequence of this refolution | 
fold my office of cryer, to equip my-~ 
felf, and pay the expence of the 
voyage. I then took leave of my poor 
family, kiffing a thoufand times my 
little TFerefa ; and one fine morning 
fet out from Toledo; a ftick m my 
hand, and a bag containing my flen- 
der wardrobe at my back. 


I could not bear fatigue fo well as 
formerly, therefore made fhort jour- 
nies, and was as frugal in my ex- 
pences as poffible. One morning 
that I had fet out rather earlier than 
ufual, I faw a man before me on the 
road, who walked very leifurely ; he 
was wrapped up in a large cloak, 
and had on a lone fword, the.end of 
which appeared through a hole that 
had been made for that purpofe in 
the cloak. As it -was not, an hour 
B6 that 
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that people walked merely for amufe- 
ment, I was furprifed to feea perfon 
thus equipped on the high road, and 
I did not know what to think of him. 
Having fome apprehenfions that he 
might be one of thofe kind gentlemen 
who relieve paflengers from their. 
baggage, and wilhing to preferve 
mine, I addreffed him, in approach- 
ing with a “ God preferve you, fir.” I 
pardon. you, replied he, (without tak- 
ing the cloak from his face) becaufe 
according to my prefent appearance, 
you are excufable in not knowing 
what is due to me. “ I was fur- 
prifed at this anfwer, which I con- 
ceived at firftto be the foundation of 
a German quarrel, and willing to pre- 
clude all pretence for it, affured ‘him 
J had no intention to offend him, on 
the contrary—he interrupted me by 
faying very fharply, that may be; but 

» how 
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how came it into your head, then, to 
falute people in fucha ftrange manner. 
The devil take me if I don’t think 
that God preferve you was introduced 
into the world, to drive me out of it. 


At thefe words I began to exa- 
mine him more attentively ; and as he 
had lowered his cloak, I perceived I 
was {peaking to my old mafter, the 
{quire. I was greatly rejoiced from 
various confiderations, and approach- 
ing him, faid, “ is it poffible, my 
noble mafter, a few years fhould have 
made fuch a change, that ‘you no 
longer remember Lazarillo de Tor- 
mes? He looked earnefily at me, 
then held. out his hand, and faid, 
why really, Lazarillo, you are fo much 
grown, and fo much improved fince 
we parted, that it would have been a 
difficult matter to recognize. you. 
After 


tps 
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After feveral congratulations, and 
expreflions of mutual regard, he be- 
gan to queftion me where I was go- 
ing. I told him. He then faid, I am 
going to the fame place; we will 
travel together ; and I beg of you to 
relate to me ‘by the way, all that has - 
happened to you fince the evening I 
was obliged to quit Toledo for rea- 
fons you may guefs.’ 


I gave him an exact account of all 
that had befallen me; which took up 
fuch a length of time, we arrived at 
the place of deftination, as. I conclu- 
ded. lI went into an inn and requeft- 
ed-him to follow me. I then enquir- 
ed for refrefhment, which was foon 
brought ; and as we were fuch old 
acquaintance, the fquire made no ce- 
remony with me, or even pretended 
to put his hand into his preg, 
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After our repaft my quondam maf- 
ter communicated to me, what had 
happened to him during our fepara- 
tion; he told methat when he had 
quitted the houfe, under pretence of 
changing the doubie piftole, not 
doubting that when money was the 
queftion, people would keep their 
appointment, and confidering alfo 
the little means. of fubfifting he had 
found: at Toledo, he refolved to. re- 
turn to: his own country, to fell his 
property, and endeavour by fome 
means. to improve It. 3 


- © T was furprized, added he, when 
Larrived, to find my dove houfe re- 
built, and feveral pair of oxen plough- 
ing the: fields, which I had left un- 
tilled when I quitted the place. I 
went up to a labourer who was fol- 
lowing the plough, and enquired to 
whom 
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whom he belonged; I learnt from 
him, that foon after I left the village, 
for the reafons I gave you, the very 
perfon who was the occafion of my 
departure, took poffeflion of my land 
without any oppofition, and had ma- 
naged it in the manner I was witnefs . 


of. ei 


‘* Having received this information 
I went to one of my old neighbours, 
and caufed my return to be publifhed. 
My officious reprefentative was very 
much furprifed; but he could not 
deny ; my identity too fhort a time 
having paffed fince my going, to ad- 
mit of it. He therefore madea pro- 
pofal to me, to board me fo long as 
I. fhould find it agreeable, and when 
it ceafed to be fo, to make mea con- 
fiderable prefent, if, on my, part I 
confented 


























LAZARILLO DE TORMES. bie 


confented to relinquifh all claim to 
the property.” 


«¢ Before I agreed to this propofal, 
I made the following conditions : 
That I was to have at leaft the fecond 
place at his table ; that when we met 
he fhould addrefs. me with, “ your 
fervant,” and no more of his, God 
preferve you;’ I would fooner have 
relinquifhed all my property, than 
have yielded this point. This being 


agreed to, all was fettled amicably, 


and I continued two years in my na- 
tive place, bearing a {word, and re- 
ceiving the homage of the peafants. 


But at length I grew tired of this 
idle life, and I perceived too, that the 
people of the houfe began to grow 
more familiar with me; I therefore in- 
formed my hoft, that I fhouldlike to go 
to 
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tothe army, and requefted he would, 
according to our agreement, pay me 
aiumof money. He was very well 
pleafed with the propofal, and to af- 
filt me, gave me a horfe, and fufficient 
money to equip me for the expediti- 
on ; in confideration whereof I made a- 
renunciation in form of all my pro- 
perty to him, and took a final leave 
of my native place, 
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CHAR TER ITF: 


The Squire continues the Recital of his Adventures. 
He agrees ta take a Voyage ta the Indies with 


Lazarillo. 


é¢ 





f) UT I had no intention, (cons 

i ° : % - oy ite i‘ 
tinued. the {quire} of joining 

the army ; therefore, at a quarter of 


oy | snore -ell} » fen Ley 4 . 
aleague’s diftance from the village, 


I quitted the road to Catalonia, and. 


took that of Madrid, where I hoped 
to make a fortune by lefs hazardous 
means. For, to own the truth, though 
J have worn a fword all my life, I 
never was fond of the profeffion of 
arms. And as I had always a great 
deal of ambition, and an elevated turn 
of mind, I willingly adopted the fen- 
timents of the great men of our na~ 
tion, 
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tion, who think every employment 
that bears a relation to war, beneath 


them; and that they are degraded 
Ayatiy 


‘© When I arrived at Madrid, I fold 
my horfe, and hireda handfome apart-- 
ment. This done, I fet about recon- 

; : noitering the town. One evening 
that it was dark, I was returning 
home through a narrow ftreet, when 
I faw acoach ftop. I perceived a lady 
in it, who was very well drefled, and 
whom I therefore faluted as I paffed. 
Thad not gone a hundred yards be- 
fore a lacquey overtook me, and told 
me his lady, who was in that carriage 
juft by, wifhed ‘to fpeak to me. | 
returned with him; and when I ar- 
rived, fhe addreffed me thus: “You 
will undoubtedly be furprifed, fir, at 
iny taking this liberty; but I per- 

ceived 
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ceived you was a ftranger; and I 
thought too that I could read in your 
countenance you were not a man to 
refule a genteel employment, if it 
were offered to you.” 


« J thanked her for her kindnefs, 
and acknowledged it was the very 
thing I was come to Madrid in fearch 
of. I was a cadet, not very rich, 
and” ——— here fhe interrupted me, 
« Enough, fignior, I have long been 
_ in fearch of a well-bred genteel man — 
like yourfelf. Donna las Garfios, in 
whofe fervice I have the honor to be, 
has been a long time foliciting me to 
look out for a gentleman-ufher for 
her. She is a woman of the higheft. 
rank, therefore it will be a very ad- 
vantageous eftablifhment for you; a 
confiderable falary ; a coach and lac- 
quey for yourfelf ; and your fortune 
made for life.” 

« T would 
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“ YT would have reiterated my ac~ 
kknowledgements, but fhe would not 
iiften tome.” “ Hold, hold, faid fhe; 
{tay ‘till you fee what I do for you. 
Get into the carriage, and we will 
converfe further on_ this Subject. 
« Where-do you lodge?” I told her ; 
and fhe faid, « how lucky! tis, the 
very part of the town I was going to; 
I will take you there.” 


“« T bleffled my ftars a thoufand 
times in my own mind for the good 
fortune that had befallen me, when I 
fo little expected it. As we went 
along, fhe afked mean hundred quef- 
tions, and you will judge, I could not 


conceal any thing from my generous 


benetfactrefs. 1 related all my ad- 
ventures to her, without any referve. 


“ When we arrived at my lodgings, 
ihe 
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fhe faid fhe fhould like to fee what 
fort of apartments I had. We went 
up ftairs, and I wifhed to get fome 
_ light, but fhe would not permit me, 
laying, that 1t might be prejudicial 
to her to be feen; and it was fill 
light enough for her to diftinguifh 
what fhe wanted. From. the anti- 
chamber fhe went to the bed-cham- 
ber, defiring her footman might ftay 
at the door, to prevent any body from 
coming in, She fet herfelf on my bed, 
and defired me to fit by her. She 
then entered into a long detail of my 
future employment ; defcribed Donna 
las Garfios, and all her houfehold ; 
then proceeded to give me inftructions 
refpecting my future conduct, giv- 
ing the charaéters of each domeftic 
feparatcly. After which, fhe pro- 
mited to fend the carriage to fetch me 
next day, to prefent me to my future 
miftrefs ; 
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miftrefs ; and after a thoufand pro- 
teftations of mutual friendfhip, we © 
parted.” 


When I had handed her to her 
coach, with a fatisfaction. you will 
eafily conceive, I returned to my 
apartment with a light. But what 
was my aftonifhment on entering: it, 
to find, that while this generous friend 
had been amufing me with fuch fair 
fpeeches and fine promifes, her lac- 
quey had contrived to convey away 
my clothes, portmanteau, and almoft 
all my money. -I ran down into the 
{treet like a madman, and followed 
the coach without being able to come 
up with it; unfortunately, at the 
meeting of feveral f{treets, it internmi- 
eled with four-or five others, fo that 
I could no longer diftinguifh it from 
the others. I was therefore obliged 

to. 
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to return home, curfing my deftiny, 
Donna las Garfios, and above all; my: 
own folly.” 


*« You muft allow, my dear Laza- 
rillo, this was a fad prefage of my 
future fortune. [had only ten piftoles 
left, half of which at leaf it would. 
take to repair the depredations com- 
mitted on my wardrobe, and the ref}. 
would not ferve to fubfift me Jong 
without fomeempleyment. In fhort, 
I was foon reduced to the utmoft. mj- 
tery ; and finding’ Madrid-.no more 
favourable to me than Toledo, I-re= 
lolved to feek my fortune élfewhere.” 


Here the {quire ended his natrative, 
and proved, by opening his cloak, that 
his fituation was what he reprefented 
it; for his clothes were al] rags; his 
hat and {tockings fo much worn, that 
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altoxether were not worth half a real. 
I felt fo much compaffion for my old 
matter, that I offered to fhare my fup- 
per and bed with him, which he rea- 
dily accepted, and I made ufe of every 
effort in my’ power to confole him ; 

telling him, that fince we were both 
reduced to feek our fortune, he had 
better go to-the Indies with me; and’ 
that it was fortunate, as we had fo far’ 
to go, we ehad the comfort-of a friend’s 
fooiety: We then went to fupper, 

and‘drank to our fuccefs in the new 
world, fwearing eternal: friendfhip. 
After this we retired to bed; con- 
tinuing full to converfe on our future 
plans. We agreed that he fhould re- 
tain his name inf Don Alonzo Fane- 
gado, and that I fhould take that of 
my father, Lazaro Gonzales, adding 
a Don to it; for I refolved to be a 
gentleman as well as my companion, 
fince 
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fince nothing is fo eafy and conveni- 
ent, as to ennoble ourfelves in a fo- 
reign country. In fine, after a long 
converfation on this fubject, we went 
to reft. 7 


Next morning, when I awoke, I 
found the {quire had arifen before me : 
and going to put on my clothes, I 
was very much furprifed to find they 
had difappeared. ‘This difcovery was 
foon followed by another, no lefs than 
that the fquire had taken himfelf 
off at break of day; and having 
heard, I fuppofe, that exchange is no 
robbery, had taken away my clothes, 
and every thing, leaving me his old 
rags in their place. 


I was fo grieved at this difcovery, 
that I thought I fhould have died on 
the fpot; and I have often regretted 
Ce fince, 
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fince, I did not, as. I fhould then have 
efcaped the miferies I have fuffered 
fubfequently. The regret, however, 
at this moment, is no more. When 
I recovered my firft furprife, I began 
to cry out, and made fuch a noife, 
that I drew all the people of the houfe 
tomy room. They found me like a 
man who is {wimming ; naked, with 
my arms extended, feeking fome- 
thing to put on. They laughed till 
their fides. fhook to fee me in this 
fituation, while I fwore like a trooper 
at the braggard and thief, for enter- 
taining me with his rhodomontade 


ftuff about his birth and grandeur. 


The only remedy left me, was to 
try if the villainous {quire’s clothes 
would do for me, till it fhould pleafe 
providence to fend me fome others. 
But I found them quite a labyrinth, 
| without 
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without beginning or end. There was 
no difference between the breeches and 
the doublet. I put my. legs into the 
fleeves, and the breeches on my 
fhoulders; and for the hofe, they 
refembled the fleeves of a jacobine, 
or an archbifhop: the fhoes would 
have ferved for fandals, only that they 
had foles to them. I put the hat on 
wrong fide before, becaufe the back 
was not fo greafy. I fhall fay nothing 
of the gentry who accompanied me. 
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CSAP UE: 


Lazarillo embarks for Carthagena. Is fhipwrecked 
an bis Return from India. Hears the Confeffion 
of a Corporal ; and enjoins him various Penances. 


Is faved by a Plank. 


INDING mylelf thus deferted by 
all the world, and equipped in 
fuch.a grotefque manner, I betook 
myfelf towards Carthagena to embark 
for the Indies. As I went along, the 
people were all up in arms to fee fuch 
a ridiculous figure, and each made 
ome obfervation in derifion of me. 
ne faid, look at that hat, the fea- 
ther, methinks, becomes him as a fow 
becomes a fide-faddle. Another ob- 
ferved, that my doublet was fomewhat 
fhort ; aye, replied another, but 7 wll 
be 
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be long enough before be gets another. 
A mule driver told me my cloak was 
like a pigftye, and might be truly 
called fo when I was in it. A baiket 
woman defired: me to kill fome of the 
fat animals that ran about me, and 
fellthem for my family, whom, fhe 
feared, wanted food mightily. A 
yafcally valet told me, my fandals 
were truly apoftolic. “ Yes, inter- 
rupted an officer, they are adapted 
to his profeflion ; he is going to. con- 
vert the Moors, and recommend po- 
verty and abftinence by his example.” 
In fhort, they ridiculed me fo unmer- 
cifully, I was obliged to take to my 
heels, and by this means:efcaped. I 
foon arrived at Carthagena; where I 
took my paflage; the veflel fet fail 
fhortly after; and being favoured by 
a fair wind, we foon got into port. 
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I'fhallnot relate what happened to 
me in India, becaufe nothing mate- 
rial or entertaining occurred; but 
proceed to what befel me on my re- 
turn. One day that:we were'on the 
point of difcovering the Spanith coaft, 
{ went on deck, eager to be among 
the firft who were bleffed with a view 
of their native land, which was, in 
{pite of its ill treatment, very dear to 
me, While I watched for this pre 
cious fight, I gave myfelf up to the 
pleafing idea of feeing my wife and 
child, after three years fatigue and 
danger ; and making them partakers 
of my good fortune. I had brought 
merchandize with me to the amount 
of five hundred crowns, with which 
I intended to fet up a little fhop at 
Cadiz,.as that was the place where the 
greate{t commerce was carried on; 
and I hoped to provide honeftly and 


comfort- 
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comfortably for my family; but I 
reckoned without my boft; fortune. was 
not yet tired of perfecuting me. 


All at once a violent tempeft arofe, 
which increafed every minute to fuch 
a horrible degree, that the pilot and 
failors were no longer mafters of their 
veflel. The fleet feparated, and for 
two days and nights we were be- 
tween life and death. The waves 
mounted up fo high, they met the 
clouds. The pilot loft all hopes, and 
the crew therefore gave themfelves 
up to defpair; nothing was to be 
heard but fighs, groans, and lamen- 
tations. 


Never was there a fcene of oreater 
confufion ; amid{t the univerfal noife, 
the commands of the officers were not 
heard; one ran one way and one ano- 
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ther; all were defirous of confeffing 
their fins to each other; and fome 
addrefied for abfolution even greater 
fcoundrels than themfelyes. 


The proverb fays, it is good fifbing 
in troubled waters. Seeing therefore 
that all were employed, I faid to my- 
felf; let thofe die that will, pro- 
vided I live, its no matter of mine. 
1 therefore went down into the hold, 
where I found a great quantity of 
provifions, nice pyes, and other de- 
licacies with fome delicious wines. 
i began then to eat, refolving to lay 
in a ftock to Jaft me till the day of 
judgment. While I -was thus en- 
gaged, a foldier came to me, to de- 
fire I would receive his confeffion : 
he was aftonifhed to fee me eat fo 
heartily ; and afked me how I could 
have 
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have fo good an appetite, when death 
was before my eyes. I told him I 
took care to lay in a good founda- 
tion, for fear the great quantity of 
fea-water I drank in drowning, fhould 
give me the ftomach-ach. Though 
on the point of death himfelf, he 
could not help laughing at my fim- 


plicity. 


There were feveral others who 
wanted to confefs themfelves to me, 
but I was too well engaged to hear 
them. The captain and people of 
rank» on -board, took refuge with 
two confefiors in the boat. Iwas not 
of the party, for as I did not make 
any great figure, I was not thought 
of confequence enough to be faved. 
When {I was tired of eating, | went 
to a cafk of wine, and drank as muck 
as my ftomach would hold. Having 

Co then 
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then nothing elfe to do, Iattended to 
the requeft of my companions, and 
received their confeflions. Among 
the reft, 1 remember a corporal, who 
earnefily defired I would hear him ac- 
knowledge a heinous fin he had been 
guilty of ; as I confented, he proceeded 
to inform me, that he had neglected 
to accomplifh a penitence which had 
been enjoined him, of going a pil- 
grimage to our lady of Loretto, when 
he could very eafily have performed 
it. And afterwards, when he would 
have done it, it was not in his power. 
I told him that by virtue of the au- 
thority I pofleffed, I changed his pe- 
nitence; inftead of going to our lady 
of Loretto, he fhould go to St. James. 
Alas! faid he, how happy fhould I 
be to have it in my power to perform 
that ; but you fee the fituation we are 
in; the water is almoft up to our 
mouths, 


























LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 387 


mouths. Then, returned I, I com- 
mand you to drink up the fea; but 
this was equally impoflible, becaufe 
there were others who drank as much 
as himfeltf. 


Obferving now that we were at the 
laft gafp, for the water came in at 
every part of the veffel, I ran up on 
deck as quick as poffible, and half un- 
drefling myfelf, I feized hold of a plank 
juft as the fhip was going to fplit 
again{ft a rock. ‘Though I knew no- 
thing of fwimming, I was borne along 
to the fhore by this means, where I 
was found by fome fifhermen, with- 


out motion, and covered over with fea 
weed and fhells. 
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CHAPTER ¥. 


Some Fifbermen find Lazarillo in their Nets. They 
take him for a Sea Monfler, and oblige him to be 
one in fpite of himfelf. They drefs him as a 


Triton; and exhibit him in Public. 


HE fhore on which the,.waves 

had thrown me, was very far 
from the rock on which our veflel 
fplit; and I was the only one of the 
crew who was faved. 


The fifhermen, who, as I faid, took 
me in their nets, imagined at firft 
they had made prize of a fea moniter, 
my fkin was fo fhriveled, my face dif- 
figured, and I was befides covered 
all over with weeds, :amongft which 
feveral fhells had entangled. They 
got 
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got me out of the water by hooks, 
being afraid to break their nets with 
my weight. It was not till they had 
confidered me very attentively, that 
they found their mulake, But the 
figure I made, gave them the hint 
of a {cheme 2 ee ‘th 1ey ene 
put into execution. 


They made me bring up the water 
Thad fwallowed; and when I began 
to breathe, ftript off the reft of my 
garments, and took me into their 
hut. Some hours after I recovered my 
fenfes, and hardly could be perfuaded 
it was me. I found myfel: naked, 
and ona wretched mattrals. During 
this time the fifhermen had held a 
council, and agreed upon the plan 
they meant to purfue. -As I recovered 
and found my {peech, I began to thank 
providence for my elcape. I then, in 
bitter 
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bitter terms, lamented the misfortune, 
which had made me lofe in one mo- 
ment, what I had gained by three years 
fatigue. While I was thus uttering my 
complaints, one of the fifhermen, the 
wickedeft among them, came to mé. 
«Well, faid he, Mr. Triton, how doyou 
find yourfelf? you are welcome to earth. 
Can you give us any news from the 
nereids and fea gods?’ Me a Triton! 
replied I, you joke; dont you per- 
ceive that I am a man like yourfelf? 
« A man, indeed (returned he) very 
likely ; I tell you, you are a’ Triton, 
or a fea monfter, which ever you 
chufe.” As he faid this, feveral others 
approached, who agreed in the fame 
{tory ; they all fwore I was an inha- 
bitant of the fea. It was in vain I 
told them my name, whence I came, 
and that I had a wife and child; they 
would not liften to me, ‘ None of 
your 
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your arguments, if you pleafe, faid the 
wretch who had firft fpoken to me; 
I tell you, you are a Triton, anda 
very hideous one too; fo hold your 
tongue, if you would not be fliced and 
falted like one of our fifh.” I was 
going to reply, when he took out his 
knife as if to execute his threats. I 
was fo frightened at this, that I re- 
folved to be whatever they faid ; Tri- 
ton, fea monfter, or even herring, if 


they pleafed. 


I could not conceive, however, to 
what all this tended; but I was not 
long in the dark. I faw the fifher- 
men bring in a large tub, three parts 
filled with water; they then obliged 
me to put on a covering they had 
made, compofed of fea weeds, mols, 
and fhells. I was then fwaddled up 
by cords, fo that only my head was 
left 
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left at liberty. . They next put meon 
a long beard of {word grafs, and a 
cap of mofs.. Thus equipped, I was 
put into the tub, which was fhallow 
and oval. At. one end, my head and 
fhoulders appeared juft above the 
water ; at the other, the tail of a fith 
was placed, fo as to look like a part of 
me. 


They had faftened a cord to my 
falfe beard, which paffed through 
a hole made at the bottom of the tub, 
{fo that by pulling the end of it, they 
made me duck my head under water 
whenever they thought proper. 
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Lazarillo’s Adventures in the Chara€ter of a Triton. 


\ HEN the fifhermen thought 

they were prepared for the 
exhibition, they gave notice by the 
cryer, that they had caught a Triton. 
Inconfequence, fomany people croud- 
ed to fee me, that though the price of 
admitance was only the quarter of a 
real, they made a very Korn iderable 
fum ofs money betore night. When 
the people came in, I would fain have 
made my cale known to them; but 
one of the fifhermen, to whom the 
pa was given of relating the hiftory 
of the Triton, .was placed for that 
purpofe by the tub, and held the cord 
that was faftened to my beard ; when- 
ever 
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ever he perceived me going to open my 
mouth, he drewthe ftrin g, and forced 
me to duck my head under water 
hike a frog, fo that I was obliged to 
hold my tongue, for fear of being 


fiifled. 


My perfecutors charmed with their 
fuccels, and tempted by the profit 
they had already acquired, refolyed 
to carry me through all the towns 
and villages of Spain. For this end, 
they fent to afk permiffion of the 
fuperiors of the inguifition to exhibit 
a filh which had an human counte= 
nance ; and accompanied their requeft 
with a prefent of fome remarkable 
fine fifh;—it was therefore readily 
granted. 


They conveyed me in a cart ; one 
of the fifhermen was the driver ; 
another 
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another recited the hiftory of the Tri- 
ton to the auditors; and athird was 
feated in the cart to pull the firing 
in. cafe I fhould be difpofed to. talk 
when we met any body. I was allowed 
to open my mouth only when we 
were alone. One day I profited of 
this permiflion, to afk them what 
demon put it into their heads that I 
was a fea moniter, as they muft be 
convinced in their own minds that I 
was a man; for they perceived that I 
eat, drank, and fpoke as a human 
being? and further, that it was a cruel 
and wicked thing to place me ina 
fituation that fooner or later would 
be my death. < If you have nothing 
to fay more to the purpofe than that, 
replied my guard, I would advife you 
to hold your tongue; we are better 
judges of what you are, than your- 
felf. We are convinced you could not 
live 
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live an hour out of the water; and you 
eught to thank providence for throw- 
Ing you into the hands of thofe who 
know how to manage a fea monfter.” 
Saying this, he began to pull the 
cord, to convince me he was in the 
right. This was an unanfwerable 
argument; therefore I was obliged 
again to adopt my former refolution 
of confenting to be fith, or any thing 
that pleafed thefe diabolical wretches. 
Sometimes to increafe my mifery, they 
would fing over their cups, “ long live 
the charming fith, who fills our purfes 
without our being obliged to work !” 


At length they grew fo bold from 
their fuccefs, that they took me to 
Madrid, where they hoped their gain 
would be very confiderable, on ac- 
count of the number of courtiers who 
refided there; for as thofe people 
lead 
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lead an idle life, they’ are fond of 
fhows and amufements, and there- 
fore are always in fearch of fome no- 
velty of the kind. My mafters were, 
however, miftaken in their calcula 
tions, they did not receive much en 
couragement there, and met witha 


rebuff they little expected. 


Among the fpectators one day, 
there were fome young {cholars, a fet 
not very eafily tricked ; one of thefe 
faid pretty loud to the reft, « that a 
Triton! by my foul, juft as much as 
lam; thefe are pretty rafcals; if I 
was an officer of juftice, I would fend 
both fifh and fifhermen to the galleys, 
after having fent them round the town 
in the manner they deferve.’ 


Alas! thought I, I would willingly 
compound foran hundred {tripes and 
ten 
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ten years flavery in exchange of my 
prelent fituation. I prayed heartily 
that they might complete the. dif- 
covery, and was going to tell them 
they were in the right, when. my 
centinel, obferving my mouth. open, 
plunged my head under water. They 
gave a great {hout when I plunged, 
to drown the voices of the fcholars, 
which had the defired effe@. But 
they were much alarmed by this dif- 
covery ; for they judged, and rightly 
too, that the fame idea might occur 
to others; they took French leave 
therefore of Madrid that fame day, 
and directed their route towards the 
country, where people are eafier im- 


pofed upon. 


One day that we went to a village 
between Madrid and Toledo, a great 
concourle having aflembled, my 
matters 
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mafters were tired with the fatigue; 
therefore towards night they all fell 
faftafleep. Obferving this, I tried to 
unloofe the cord which faftened me; 
but it was fo wet I could not fucceed. 
I would have cried out, but I con-~ 
fidered, that the firft who heard me 
would foon clofe my lips with a feal 
of water. I began then to roll about 
in this puddle fo violently, that at 
length I overturned the tub complete- 
ly. The water ran about the room, 
and I found myfelf in fome meafure 
at liberty ; I began therefore to cry 
out for help. 


The fifhermen feeing the trick I 
had played them, ran in great con- 
fufion and hun ‘y to pereae y the evil; 
their firft ftep was to fill my mouth 
with herbs ; and to confound my cries, 
erled themfelves ftill louder, juftice! 

Vou, I. D jultice! 
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juftice! They then proceeded to fill 
the tub, which was done without ob- 
fervation, during the general hurry. 


The hoft came in, attended by his 
whole houfe, armed ; fome with fiicks, 
others with brufhes and tongs. The 
neighbours flocked in alfo with a 
commiffary and fix ferjeants. They 
‘enquired. of the fifhermen what. was 
the caufe of the outcry, who replied, 
that it was occafioned by fome thieves 
who wanted to fteal their fea monfiter. 
The hof went to look if they efcaped 
through any of the doors, others if 
they had got away on the ridges of 
the houfe top; mean time, I was re- 
placed without any dilcovery. 


It happened that the water which 
Sowed out of the tub when it was 


overturned, had run through a hole 
in 
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in the floor to a room beneath, exactly 
where a bed {tood, in which bed the 
girl of the houfe flept, and at this 
time had charitably given one of her 
gallants a fhare of it. They were fo 
alarmed by the deluge which came 
pouring down on them, and the cries 
they heard, that not knowing what 
they were about, they both jump- 
ed out at the window. It was 
a moonlight night, therefore they 
were eafily defcried by thofe who 
went out of the houfe, who imme- 
diately began to cry out, “ thieves! 
thieves! there’s the thieves!” 


The commiffary and ferjeant ran 
after, and foon overtook them ; -be- 
caufe, as they were without fhoes or 
{tockings, the {tones pierced their 
_ feet, and prevented their making 
any peed. They were put into pri- 
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fon immediately, without being heard; 
and the fifhermen fet out next morn- 
ing for Toledo, without enquiring 
what would be the fate of the poor 
girl and her gallant. 
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Lazarillo is taken to Toledo, where he fees his Wife 


with a Lover. 


AVERY effort of man is vain ; his 
knowledge ignorance, his pow- 
er weaknefs, without the afliftance, 
and fupport of his creator.. My en- 
-deavours to efcape from my guards, 
only made them. more vigilant to fe- 
cure me, and they were fo incenfed at 
my attempt, and thefright I had put 
them into, that they beat me till I was 
almoft dead, faying at the fame time, 
fo you want to get away, curfed fifh ; 
not fenfible to the favour we fhew, in 
permitting you to live; you are like 
an oak, which will not yield its fruit 
till it 1s well beat. 
D8 Thus 
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Thus abufed, beaten, and almoft 
famifhed, they brought me at length 
to Toledo ; and as fate would have it, 
they hired a lower apartment in the 
very houle where I formerly lived. I 
was aftonifhed one day with the fight 
of my wife, and little daughter Te- 
rela, who was grown as handfome as 
an angel. I. was fo affected, ‘that 
two ftreams involuntarily flowed from 
my eyes. Though I could not fup- 
preis my fighs and tears, I endea- 
voured*to conceal them, for fear of 
being deprived of the pleafure of 
feeing a child fo dear tome. I wifhed 
to have had an hundred eyes to con- 
template her ; but alas! had I known 
my own happinefs, I fhould have 
thought thofe who deprived me of 
{peech, would have been kind in de- 
priving me of fight alfo; for looking 
very attentively at my wife, I per- 
ceived ; 
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ceived; how fhall { bear to repeat it: 
I perceived by her fhape that fhe had 
played me falfe. [leave tomy readers 
to judge of the agony ! fuffered on 
this difcovery ; | cannot defcribe it. 


A hope ftill prefented itfelf to cheer 
me. I flattered myfelf my wife might 
be dropfical; but even this hope was 
foon wrefted from me; and | was un- 
happily convinced that all which had 
been told me of the corregidor, was 
true. Two old women who were 
near me, began to converfe on this fub- 
ject; fays one, ironically to the other, 
pointing to my. wife, look at the.chafte 
Penelope, how fhe mourns her abfent 
lord! the other laughing, faid, pray 
who is her prefent gallant? Who, 
returned the firft, why Signior Loren- 
zo, who is fo good, that to avoid 
the fcandal of her becoming a mo- 
D 4 ther 
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ther, without a hufbafd in his houle, 
is going to marry her on funday 
next to Peter de Gabach. He will 


doubtlefs be as condefcending as our 


old friend Lazarillo. At hearing this, 
I was ftruck as if by death; a fick- 
nels came over me, and my body, 
though immerfed in cold water, burft 
into a violent per{piration ; -at jength 
quite over-powered by my fenfations, 
I fainted away and funk to the hot- 
tom of the tub. 


The fifhermen feeing this, fent all 
the people out of the room, and pro- 
ceeded to take me out of the water 
immediately ; they found me without 
breath, and my pulfe quite loft. 
Frightened at the idea of lofing fuch 
a prize as I was now become, they 
employed every effort to bring me to 
my fenfes, but all in vain; and they 
lamented 
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lamented in the bittereft terms the 
lofs they had fuftained; but in the 
midft of their Jamentations, recolle¢t- 
ing the rifk they ran of having their 
tricks difcovered by my death, thefe 
horrid wretches refolved to throw me 
that very night into the river, and fly 
the country next morning, Provi- 
dence however took pity on me and 
difappointed my enemies, as will be 
feen in the next chapter. 


eS 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Lazarillo taken towards the River to be thrown in 
by the Fifhermen, is faved by the Patrale ; and his 
Conduétors punifhed. 


“HESEvillains agreeing that death 
was not to be joked with, as he 
feldom jokes himfelf, put me into a 
fack, which they placed acrofs one of 
the mules belonging to their cart. 
Fortunately they placed me with my 
{tomach on the faddle, by which 
means my mouth being downwards, 
the motion of the mule occafioned me 
to bring up the water I had fwallow- 
ed, and I foon came to myfelf, 


I immediately perceived that I was 
out of the water, but could not ima- 


gine 











LAZARILLO DE TORMES, 59 


gine where I was, or what they were 
going to do with me. I foon learnt 
however’ that they meant to throw 
me into the river; for I heard one of 
them fay, “it behoves us for our own 
fakes to take care that the place be 
deep enough; that he may not be 
difcovered foon.” Another faid, he 
would faften a large {tone to my neck, 
that I might fink to the bottom. 
From this difcourfe I found their in- 
tention, and proved that“ the ra- 
ven is never blacker than its wings.” 
While I was confidering my danger, 
I heard a noife of people who were 
palling very near, { therefore began 
to cry out, as loud as I could, help! 
help! murder! Happily for me, it 
was the patrole who were going their 
rounds; they heard my cries, and 
furrounded us in a moment. Per- 
ceiving the fack,’they opened it, and 


D6 found 
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_ found poor Lazarrillo like a ftock fith 


that had been foaked in frefh water. We 
were all conveyed direétly to a place 
of fafety; the fifhermen, their mule, 
and myfelf. My enemies were great- 
ly enraged at being taken, and I was 
equally rejoiced on my fide to fee my- 
lelf free. The fifhermen were put into 
a dungeon, and I was put into a bed, 


The next morning we were exa- 
mined. The fifhermen confeffed that 
they had carried me about as a fhow, 
but that they really believed me to be 
a fifh, and had obtained the permif- 
fion of the fuperiors of the inquifition. 
When it came to my turn, I told the 
whole truth ; how the fifhermen had 
found me; their binding me with 
cords ; and finally, ftopping my mouth 
that I might not complain. The 
court cauled my wife then to be cal- 


led 
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led to identify my perfon. On her en- 
tering, they afked her if I was Laza- 
rillo de Tormes? She looked at me 
earneftly, and then faid, 1t was true, 
I bore fome refemblance to her late 
hufband, but fhe thought it could 
not be him, becaufe, though he cer- 
tainly was a great beaft, he was more 
likely to take the form of a fly than a 
fifh, for he hated the fight of water as 
much as a mad dog; faying this, fhe 
dropt a low curtfy and retired. 


My enemies’ lawyer defired that I 
might be burnt, fince it was evident 
that I was a monfter. Well, thinks I, 
‘to be fure the devil has been at work 
here, and changes my form in the 
eyes of thefe people. The judges, © 
however, defired him to hold his 
tongue, and at my requeft fent for 
my wife’s new gallant, Don Lorenzo, 
who 
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who had been one of my friends du- 
ring the life of the corregidor ; and 
who, as I heard from the goffips, the 
day before, had extended his find- 
nefs to my wife. When he arrived, 
feeing me fo pale and fhrivelled, he - 
faid he had no knowledge of me ; but 
I reminded him of fome circumftances 
which were only known to ourfelves, 
particularly one that he muft remem- 
ber, my finding him one night in my 
wite’s chamber. Fearing that I fhould 
vo further, and mention other things 
he did not chufe to have known, he 
acknowledged that I was in reality 
his good friend Lazarillo. To his 
teftimony was added that of the 
captain of the veflel, who had efcaped 
the wreck in the boat; he “aoe eee 
me ; and the place where the fhip was 
loft being the {pot where the fifher- 
men 
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men acknowledged to have taken me 
up, the procefs was foon concluded. 


My enemies were condemned to 
have two hundred lafhes a piece, and. 
all their property confifcated; one 
part to go to the king, another* to 
the poor prifoners, He the third to 
Lazarillo. This property confifted 
of two thoufand reals, two mules, and 
a cart; when all expences were paid, 
and the money divided, my fhare 
amounted to thirty ducats. Thus 
my enemies were ftripped and pu- 
nifhed, and I was rich and happy; 
never in my life had I been poffefled 
of fuch a large fum. I went imme- 
diately to a friend’s houfe to afk for 
fome wine, for I could no longer bear 
the tafte of the water in my mouth; 
when I had well rinced it with half a 
dozen elas I began to think of 
equipping 
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equipping myfelf, which I did ina 
very handfome manner; and then 
walked about to fhew myfelf, with 
the air of anobleman, and faring like 
aking. Iwas now refpeéted by my 
friends, feared by my enemies, and 
carefled by every body. 


All my paft fufferings appeared 
only as a thorny road, leading to Pa- 
radife, where I fancied I was now 
arrived. Misfortunes humble man; 
profperity imtoxicates him. While 
my ducats lafted, I would not have 
ytelded a point toa monarch; and 
this is the charaCteriftic of the Spani- 
ards; while they have a real in their 
purtes, they fancy themfelves princes. 
Aik any knave’ who he is, he will tel] 
you directly he is well born, but his 
illfortune has degraded him; nor 
will he yield to any one, believing 

. himfelf 
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himfelf as good as the beft. All the 
Spaniards almoft are the fame in this 
re{pect ; they would rather ftarve than 
work ; if a few among them learn a 
trade, they hold it in fuch contempt, 
that they either neglect it, or per- 
form it fo ll, that there sis not one 
good workman to be found in Spain. 


1 remember meeting with a botcher 
at Salamanca, who whenever he was 
fent fur to any place to work, would 
always complain of his ill fortune, 
which had reduced him to take up 
that contemptible bufinefs, being def- 
cended from fuch and fuch houfes, 
and born of parents diftinguifhed for 
their noble actions, as much as their 
illufirious birth. I enquired one day 
of his neighbours, who were the pa- 
rents of this felf-named iluftrious 
untortunate. They told me that his 
father 
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father prefled grapes in fummer, and 
killed hogs in winter; and that his 
mother cleaned tripe. 


I had bought myfelf a fuit of cut 
velvet, and a cape of firiped filk, and 
wore a fword, the end of which 
unpaved the ftreets. I had not yet 
been to fee my wife, becaufe I was 
very angry with her; but I now 
thought I would, as the fight of me, 
fo fmart, would make her repent 
her conduct, and that fhe would re- 
ceive me with open arms; but a black 
never changes his fkin; I found her 
newly married, and brought to bed. 
When the faw me fhe fetup a great 
cream, faying, take away that fea 
monfter ! that {cald pig! drivehim out 
this moment, or I will get up and — 
tear his eyes out! I anfwered coldly, 
don’t alarm yourfelf, my dear; I have 
as 
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as little regard for you, as you can 
pollibly have for me ; give me up my 
child, and I will never trouble you 
more. To this fhe would not con- 
‘tent ; telling me the child was none of 
mine; and asa proof, fhe gave me the 
certificate of its baptifm, which com- 
pared with that of our marriage, 
fhewed that Terefa was born four 
months after I was married. I was 
very much furprifed at this, having 
always believed the child to be mine. 
I faid nothing, however ; but fhaking 
the duft from my fhoes, and dipping 
my hands in water, as marks of my 
innocence and eternal farewell, I turn- 
ed my back on the houfe, as well 
pleafed as if I had never had any 
knowledge of his poffeffors. 


I then went to feek my friends to 
relate what had happened ; they were 
defirous 
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defirous of affording me confolation 
uncer my fuppofed affliction; but I 
affured them I did not ftand in need 
of it. I wifhed to find fome employ- 
ment, but did not chufe torefume my 
office of cryer ; as it did not fuit very 
well with my fword and velvet. » As 
I was walking and confidering this 
fubject one day, Imet an old woman 
of my acquaintance, who made up to 
me ; {he told me my wife repented of 
her ill-treating me, which fhe believ- 
ed was partly owing to her having 
heard I was pofieffed of fome mo- 
ney, and partly, becaufe fhe had found 
the difference between her new huf- 
band Gabach, and her oid one, Laza- 
rillo; the former, faid fhe, laughing, 
has giving her a new fafhioned drefs. 
Tafked what fhe meant, and how this 
change had come to pais? She told 
me that Don Lorenzo, and my wife, 
were 
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were one day confulting, whether it 
would not be better to recall me, and 
banifh Gabach : each gave their rea- 
fons for and again{t. As it happened, 
the bridegroom overheard their con- 
ference; he took no notice, however, 
at the time, but foon after the affec- 
tionate {poufe going te an olive gar- 
den where he worked, to take him 
his dinner, he ftript and bound her 
to a tree ; he then gave her a hundred 
Jafhes; and packing up her clothes, 
took himfelf off with the booty, leay- 
ing her thus tied, naked, to a tree, 
Luckily for her, Don Lozenzo fent 
there to fee what was become of her ; 
they found her groaning and _ half 
dead. The old woman added, fine 
was fure my wife would willingly now 
be reconciled to me, for fhe had heard 
her within a few days, lamenting me 
and faying, what an unhappy woman 
am 
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am I! why did I reject my poorLa- 
zarillo! who was fo good, fo complai= 
fant! he was never proud, fufpicious 
or, {crupulous; but let me always do. 
what I pleafed. 


This laft ftroke touched me to the 
very foul; a little matter would’have 
perfuaded me to take the old woman's 
advice, who recommended me to be 
reconciled to my wife ; but I thought 
it right firft to confult fome of my 
friends. : 
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Capa bore bake TX: 


Lazarillo is perfuaded to profecute Don Lozenzo, 
and his Wife. 


| HAVE often thought that men 
partake of the nature of hens, in 
this refpect, that if they are about 
“any thing meritorious, they take care 
to make fuch a noife that all the 
world is apprifed of it ; whereas if we 
are inclined to commit any evil, we 
go about it very fecretly, for fear any 
body fhould diffuade us from our in- 


tention. 


I went to the houfe of one of my 
friends, in order to confult him on 
my cafe, and with him J found two 
others ; for fince my change of for- 
tune, 
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tune, thefe well-wifhers multiplied 
around me, as flies furround fruit. I 
told them my defign of being recon- 
ciled to my wife, and avoiding the 
{candal of evil tongues; that fhe had 
acknowledged her fault ; and a con- 
feffion of error. was the fureft token 
of amendment. 


They all exclaimed violently a- 
gain{t this plan; telling me, fo far 
from putting a {top to fcandal, I 
fhould excite it more ftrongly ; that 
I fhould be looked upon as a mean 
fpirited fellow to live again with fuch 
a notorious adultrefs. In fine, they 
reprefented the difgrace that would 
attend me in fuch ftrong terms, 
that I refolved nothing thould pre- 
vail on me to live with her again. 


My friends perceiving the impref- 
fion 
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fion their opinion made, went {till 
turther, and advifed me to endeavour 
to wafh out the ftain on my reputa- 
tion, and prevent the total lofs of my 
honour, by inftituting a fuit apainft 
Don Lorenzo and my wile. They 
allured me it fhould not coft me a 
crown, becaufe they fhould take up 
the caufe, and having great influence 
in the courts of juftice, their friend 
Lazarillo need not doubt of every 
thing turning out as he withed. 


One of thefe, a folicitor of unfortn- 
nate caufes, offered me an hundred 
ducats, to receive my profit’ in this 
bufinefs; another {till. more adroit 
in his profeffion, being attorney to 
certain women of honour, faid, if he 
were in my place, he would not fell 
them for two hundred ; and the third, 
who was a ferjeant, aflured me he 
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had known fuits, .where, the proois 
were by.no. means. fo clear, that had 
turned. out ,very: profitable, to thole 
who had undertaken them. | He had 
ereater hopes of mine/too, becaule he 
was certain Don ‘Lorenzo, would of- 
fer mea fum-of money immediately 
to: be fileht; and recommend himfelf 
an accommodation between, my wife 
and me, which would,be;vaftly. more 
honourable to me. In,fhort, they all 
talked to me fo much, and made ufe 
of fo many arguments, afluring me 
of fuccefs, that I was. over-perfuaded 
to yield to their countel, though I 
fhould: have been glad to confultfome 
other friends, for I could. not help 
feeling an inclination, to be reconciled 
to my wile. reflected on the many 
obligations I had to her; that till 
I became her. hufband.1 was un- 


known and. unfriended ; that. I was 
indebted. 
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indebted: to her for being: firft able 
to hold up my head; and though to 

be fure, the people ufed: to point at 
me, and called me in derifion, the pa- 
tient Lazarillo, yet'I had lived com- 
fortably through ‘her. means. As 
for the child, which fhe faid was not 
‘mine, I thought fhe might be mif- 
taken as well as me. Perhaps fome 
good people may be inclined to laugh 
at my credulity, but before they in- 
dulge themfelves, I requeft they will 
confider how mafiy toil and fatigue 
themfelves to provide’ for children, 
not their own, while they carefs and 
honour the woman who injures their 
reputation, and renders them con- 
temptible ; who believe notwithftand- 
ing, that they have the beft wife in 
the world. It.may chance *that he 
who laughs the moft at me, may him- 
lelf be equally entitled to the fame 

Bo ridicule, 
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ridicule. But leaving to others the 
enjoyment of their own opinion, I 
proceed to the relation of my adven~ 
tures. In f{pite of my own pacific 
wifhes, I was prevailed on to purfue 
the {uit againft Don Lorenzo ; and as 
I had money, I obtained their impri-~ 
fonment in twenty four hours. My 
lawyers told me I muft not be {paring 
of my money, becaufe, as all the 
expences would fall finally on Don 
Lorenzo, I fhould be reimburfed. 
In order to have a more complete 
revenge, they perfuaded me to aug- 
ment the expences, even to my laft 
real. My law friends were attentive, 
careful, and eager in my caufe, for 
they fmelt gold, as bees {mell honey ; 
every ftep was taken with effect ; fo 
that in eight days my fult was ina 
very good, and my purfe in a very 


bad way. bd. 
roofs 
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| Proots were eafily had, for the of% 
ficers who went in the night to feize 
my wife, found .Don Lorenzo ig 
| polleffion of my apartment, - from 
| whence he and my wife were con- 
veyed in the fame habiliments, as the J 


x 
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rofe from bed. Thus I had witneffes 
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enough, and their proofs were allow- 
ed to be undeniable. But, my good 
friends, the folicitor, ferjeant, and at- 
torney, finding the weaknefs of my 
purfe, difappeared all at once. Y 
was obliged to go in fearch of them, 
and found, inftead of being foalert as 
former] y, they required as much fpur- 
ring as a hack mule; in fhort the de- 
lay was fo great that it became known 
to Don Lozenzo, and his friends, who 
began to tamper with my lawyers, 
and found them fo ealy of accefs, that 
ina few days, with the affiftance of 
an argument 1 eould no longer offer, 





E3 they 















78 THH LIFE OF 


they all went over to his fide: the 
fuccefs now refembled clock weights ; 
that ef my enemies rifing in propor- 
tion as mine funk. 


They managed the matter fo well, 
that in a fortnight Don Lozenzo and 
my wife were releafed from prifon, 
upon giving fecurity ; and in lefs than 
eight days after poor Lazarillo was 
condemned, for fuborning falfe wit- 
nefles, to the ignominious punifh- 
ment of ftanding in a fheet in the 
church; and after that to go into 
perpetual banifhment. 


I was obliged alfo to afk pardon; 
and this I acknowledge to be juft, for 
what an error had I been guilty of! 
Aman with twenty crowns, to plead 
againft one who had twenty thoufand. 
Iwas reduced to give even to my 


fhirt 
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fhirt to pay the cofts, and fhould have 
gone naked into exile, but for fome 


old rags | found ona dunghill. 


What a change had a fhort time 
made in my fituation! Lately I was 
rich and contented, pleading againft 
one of the richeft men in Toledo ; an 
undertaking fit only for a prince; ref- 
pected by my friends, feared by my 
enemies, and too much a man of ho- 
nour, to fuffer a {tain on my reputa- 
tion. Now, robbed of all, poor, mi- 
ferable, deferted by my friends, fcorn- 
ed by my enemies, and laughed at 
by all; banifhed too, from the place 
fo long the object of my wifhes and 
feat of my happinefs. My fole confola- 
tion under this fevere affliction, was, 
that fince I was now at the very bot- 
tom of Fortune’s wheel, I muft necef- 
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farily foon gain a better fituation, as 
that fame wheel js always turning. 


This idea I had imbibed from my 
old blind mafter.. He often told me, 
that all mankind travelled on Fortune’s 
wheel ; fome went with, fome again{t 
its motion. ‘Thofe who had the ealy 
afcent, defcended as rapidly as they 
role; while thofe who afcended 
againft the motion, though. they. 
attained the fummit ~vith difficulty,, 
kept their ftation much longer than, 
the others. 


I found I was one of thofe who had: 


afcended regularly, and the wheel 


turned forapidly with me, that I was 
no fooner at top,. than immediately I. 
got to the botiom. 


I went towards Madrid, afking alms 
| te 
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by the way ; and to excite charity, re- 
lated all my misfortunes: fome piti- 
ed, others laughed at me; but upon 
the whole, I got fufficient to fupport 
me. So much wine had been made 
this year, that at every place where I 


{topped almoft, they afked me if I 


would not drink, for they had no 


meat to give me. I never refufed, fo 
that fome days it happened I drank 
three or four pints of wine fafting ; 
this I found vafily agreeable. 


' To confefs the truth, the life of a 
beggar is in my opinion the pleafant- 
eft in the world ; no other deferves to 
be compared with it; ifthe rich once 
knew the fweets of it, they would re- 
linguifh all their wealth in exchange 
for the happinefs it beftows ; in imi- 
tation of the philofophers, who give 
up every thing to obtain fuch a life. 
E 5 For 
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For the life of a beggar, and that of 
a philofopher, are the fame; the only 
difference being, that the former yield 
every thing for the fake of philofophy, 
Whereas beggars gain philofophy, 
without yielding up any thing for it. 
The former relinquith their poffef- 
fions, that they they may not be 
interrupted in their contemplations 
of nature, divinity, and the move- 
ment of heavenly bodies The latter 
that they may give themfelves up to 
their inclinations, The philofophers 
throw their wealth into the fea; 
the beggars drown theirs in their 
ftomachs. The one regards it as 
iranfitory and perifhable, the others 
defpife it, becaufe it is to be obtained. 
only by that labour they hold in 
fuch abhorrence. So that the life 
of a beggar is affuredly more eafy, 
tranquil, and pleafant, than that of a 
king, 
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king, emperor, or pope; for this rea- 
fon I have chofen it, as a path of 
more freedom, and lefs danger or mi- 
fery than any other, 
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CHAPTER xX. 


Lazarillo becomes a Porter. 


\ X THEN I arrived at Madrid ¥ 


was fo fortunate as to. meet 
an old acquaintance. - I confulted 
with him what I had beft do in my 
fituation, for I thought I might as 
well have two firings to my bow, that 
in cafe begging fhould fometimes be 
unprofitable, I might have another 
refource. Herecommended to me, as 
my finances would not admit of my 
fetting up in any very capital way, to 
turn porter, which he affured me was 
a very lucrative employment. I fol- 
lowed his advice, and purchafing a 
cord, went and took my fiation in the 
iquare, as contented as a cat that 
! munches 
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munches tripe. The firft who enga- 
ged me was one of thofe good natur- 
ed nymphs that are to be found in all 
great cities. She led me a dance 
through‘fo many ftreets, that I began 
to think fhe had a mind to make 
game of me; at length, however, fhe 
arrived at home: here fhe fiaid only a 
few minutes, and giving me a bun- 
dle, bid me follow her with it to the 
gate of Guadalvara, where fhe was 
going to take coach to go to the fair 
of Negara. The bundle was not 
heavy, for it confifted only of a few 
ribands, gallipots of paint, and phials 
of feented waters. As we went along 
the told me her hiftory ; that fhe was 
feduced at Seville, the place of her 
birth, by a young officer who when 
he was tired of her, placed her in the 
hands of an old lady, a friend of his, by 
whom fhe was robbed of every thing 


fhe 
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fhe poffeffled. In this fituation. fhe 
met with a young gentleman who 
took compaffion of her ; fhe lived with 
him till he died, and he left her a~ 
confiderable fum of money; this fhe 
{pent, and now lived on the public. 
I admired the franknefs. with which 
fhe related her adventures to me, but 
was rather inclined to think fhe car- 
ried this quality too far before we 
parted, for when we arrived at the 
place where the coach was waiting, I 
gave her the parcel, and defired to 
be paid. The fair damfel fmiled, and 
afked me how I chole to be paid, by a 
kifs, or a box of the ear? I told her 
in great fuprize, by neither; I was 
ufed to be paid by money. ‘“ Then, 
faid fhe, if you won’t chufe, I will 5” 
and raifing her hand, gave me fuch 
a blow on the fide of my head as 
made my ears ring ; adding, take that, 
NOvICe ; 
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novice; are you yet to learn that peo- 
ple of our profeflion never pay money ? 
When fhe had faid this, fhe leaped 
into the coach like a young doe, leav- 
ing me more afhamed than if I had 
been caught ftealing a purfe. Well, 
thought I, as foon as I came to my 
recollection, if this employment ges 
on as it has begun, I fhall be very 
rich at the end of the year. 


While I was making thefe reflec- 
tions another coach arrived, which 
was come from Aleala de Henazes. 
The paffengers were all fcholars, wo- 
men of pleafure, and monks. One of 
thefe laft, of the order of St. Francis, 
alked me if I would carry his trunk . 
to the convent ; I faid yes, thinking” to 
be fure that he would not cheat me, 
as the young jade had done. He 
helped me to put it on my fhoulders; 
the 
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the weight was fo great that I could 
not have raifed it without his affiance. 
I hoped, however, to be well paid for 
my fatigue in carrying it. I was al- 
moft overcome with fatigue by the 
time we reached the convent, which 
was at a great diftance from the place 
whence we fet out. When we got 
to the gate, the prieft took the trunk 
from me, and going in, faid to me, I 
thank you in the name of the Lord 
for the fervice you have rendered one 
of his fervants; after which he fhut 
the gatein my face. I ftaid fome time 
in expectation that fomebody would 
come to pay me, but finding them ra- 
ther too deliberate in thei motions, 
I knocked : the porter enquired what 
I wanted: I told him to be paid for 
the carriage of the trunk I had juft 
brought. He defired me to go about 
my bulinefs, for they never paid away 
money 
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money ; adding, that I muft not make 
any more noife at the gate, as it was 
the hour of repofe in the convent patel 
did I might expect a good beating : 
~—hethen fhut the door. 


I was quite thunder-ftruck at hear- 
ing this ; one of the poor people who 
had aflembled there, told me I had 
better not lofe my time by ftaying 
there, for the fathers never touched 
money, living always upon alms. 
Let them live upon what they will, 
replied I, it is neceffary that I 
fhould live alfo ; they fhall pay me, 
therefore ; for the labourer is worthy 
of his hire, or I am not Lazarillo de 
Tormes. 


Saying this, I began once more to 
knock violently at the door, upon 
which a lay brother, a great {trapping 
fellow came out, and without faying 
with 
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with your leave or by your leave, gave 
me juch a blow as brought me to the 
ground like a rotten pear, and then 
putting one knee on my ftomach, he 
began pounding meas.an apothecary 
pounds his drugs; he finifhed the ce- 
remony by giving me a fcore blows — 
with a hard twifted cord. Iwas as 
forely bruifed by this difci pline, as if 
the tower that contains the great clock 
at Saragofla had fallen on me. 


I remained full half an hour ex- 
tended on the ground, without power 
to rife; my fenfes, were however, un- 
unpaired. I reflected as I lay thus on 
my unhappy deftiny, and the mifap- 
plication of firength of my degenerate 
Hercules. I thought the drones who 
inhabit convents, had better be em- 
ployed in the fervice of their king and 


country, than take the bread out of 
the mouths of the poor. Though, 


indeed, 
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indeed, they are not fit for that, be- 
ing fuch a pack of fluggards. This 
was the opinion of our emperor 
(Charles the Fifth) too. When the 
the general of the Cordeliers offered 
him two and twenty thoufand priefts 
to carry on the war, the oldeft of which 
was not forty, nor the youngeft twoand 
twenty, he thanked him, but declin- 
ed accepting it, faying, he muft then 
have two and twenty thoufand cooks; 
_fignifying thereby, that priefts were 
more expert at table than at work. 
Ever fince that period, I have held 
the wole fraternity, (God forgive me) 
in fuch averfion, that I always think 
when I meet one of them in the world, 
I feea dove among the bees. The 
{pecimen I had had of the fruits of 
my employment, inclined me to re- 
fign it, but I thought I would give 
it a fair trial, and fee the refult of 
four and twenty hours experience. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XI. 



















Lazarillo meets an old Lady. The Confequence. 


igG@AINT and almoft dying of hun- 

* ger, I crawled alone till I came 
to the corn market; there I met an 
old lady who had the air of a devot ; 
her teeth were fo lon g, that they look- 
ed like the tufks ofa boar. She came 
up to me, and afked if I would carry 
a cheft to the houfe of a friend of hers 
who lived hard by, and that fhe would 
give me four-pence for doing it. 


When I heard the fweet found of 
being paid in money, I thanked pro- 
vidence, and told the good old dame 
that I would willingly do as fhe de- 
fired. Though, to. be fure, I would 
rather have received the cafh without 
carryin g 
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carrying the burthen, for indeed,I ftood 
more in need of being carried myfelf, 
than fit to carry any thing for others. 
It was with the utmoft difficulty I fup- 
ported the weight of the cheft, which 
was very large and heavy. The old 
lady defired me to go along very care~ 
fully, becaufe the cheft contained fome 
phials in it of great value. I affured 
her ! would move very cautioufly ; in- 
deed I could not do otherwife, being 
fcarce able to move from pain and 
hunger. We had not far to go, hap-~ 
pily for me. When we arrived, the 
old lady was very well received by her 
friends, who carefled her, and par- 
ticularly a pretty young damfel, who 
feemed particularly delighted at her 
vifit. My employer told her she was 
going to Segovia, and withed, in her 
abfence, that fhe might be permitted 
to leave it with her friends; the young 
lady 
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lady offered to take care of it, and re= 
ceiving the key, promifed, {fmiling, to 
be true to her truft. The old lady 
then took leave, thanking her father 
and mother for their permiffion of 
leaving her trunks there, and whif- 
pering the young one, who blufhed 
like a new blown rofe. At her de- 
parture fhe gave me the four-pence 
fhe had promifed, telling me, if I 
would come to her houfe again the 
next morning, I might earn the fame 
fum. 


I went away as happy as a prince; 
and laid out three-pence on my fup- 
per, the other penny I referved to 
pay my night’s lodging. 1 now re- 
flected on the power of money. . By 
the acquifition of this four-pence, I 
was. become as light as-air, as valiant 
as Roland, and as {trong as Hercules: 


Oh 
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Oh money! money! it isnot with= 
out reafon that-fo many: people. ido- 
lize thee as a divinity! Thou art the 
cause of all evil; the inventor of.all 
arts; and: ‘tis thou who. prefervelt 
them. To thee it is owing that the 
iciences are valued, and opinions. 
maintained; that towns are fortified, 
and. cafiles demolifhed; that king- 
doms are gained, and kingdoms. are 
loft. ‘Tis thou who preferveft virtue, 
and thou who deftroyeft it. In fine, 
there is nothing fo difficult but thou 
can{t render eafy; nothing fo con- 
cealed, but thou canft difcover it. 
No mountain fo high, that thou canft 
not level it; nor abyfs fo igh but 
thou canft elevate it. 


The next day I went to the old 
lady’s houfe, as fhe defired. She bad 
me follow her to the houfe where we. 
had been the day before, to fetch back 
the 
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the trunk. When we got there, fhe 
told the mafter of the houfe that fhe 
had met the relation fhe was going to 
fee at half a league's diftance from 
Madrid, where fhe was coming with 
the fame intention as fhe herfelf had 
fet out, to fee how hey friend did. 
That as her journey was therefore 
defered, fhe was come to fetch her 
trunk. The young lady returned 
the key, kiffing and embracing the 
old lady with {till more ardor than 
the day before. They both helped 
me to put the trunk upon my fhoul- 
der, whilpering each other all the 
while. I thought that it was lighter 
than the day before, becaufe I was 
more at my eafe, and therefore my 
heart was lighter. 


In going down ftairs, I trod upon 
a ftick, which my good friend the 
devil 














devil placed there on purpofe, I veril y 
believe. It rolled under my feet, and 
threw me, trunk and all’to. the bor 
tom, where ftood the father and mo- 
ther of the innocent girl. The vio- 
lence of the fal] danse me, and was 
pa with other fatal coniequen- 
; for the lock of ihe trunk giving 
Yast difcovered, that it contained a 
young cavalier armed capea-pee, 


He had no cloak on, but was dref- 
fed in a fhort coat and breeches of 
green velvet ; a hat with a feather of 
the fame colour: garters of a bright 

carnation ; green ftocki ing’s, and whites 
thoes. He jumped up with oreat 
agility and grace, and making a low 
bow, walked out at the door. The 
old people were thunderftruck at oa 
fight of this vifion. They looked a 
eaeh cee tor a confiderable time 

Nor. Ii. yy without 
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without {peaking ; at length, recover- 
ing from their aftoniihment, they 
called. their two fons, and related to 
them what had happened. Thele 
young heroes foamed with rage at 
hearing the ftory, and taking their 
fwords, {wore they would murder the 
defiler of their houfe. The old peo- 
ple then went in fearch of the old 
woman to wreak their vengeance on 
her; but fhe having heard the noile, 
and fufpecting the occafion of it, made 
off by a back door, taking her young 
pupil with her. -Finding themlelves 
thus difappointed, they returned and 
fell upon me without mercy; for I 
was fo overpowered by the weight of 
the cheft, my bruifes, and weak fate, 
that I could not get up; I fhould 
otherwife moft certainly have follow- 
ed the example of thofe who had 
brought me into this ferape. 

The 
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The brothers foon returned, puf- 
fing and _ blowing, {weating and 
iwearing, for they had not been able 
to overtake the gallant; and they 
how vowed they would murder the 
old woman and their fifter, who had 
brought fuch diferace on them, 


One faid, had .he met the villain, 
though he had been lurrounded, by 
an infernal troop of the moft furious 
demons, he would have cut them to 
pieces like fo many flies. Approach ! 
approach! (added. he) jthou devil! 
Rodolphus fears thee not! tis tho 
who art in awe of him, and durft not 
appear before him. Could I fee that 
wretch, I would with my breath blow 
him to fuch a diftance that he fhould 
never more be. heard. of... The other 
faid, if I caught him, the largeft piece 
left of him would have been his ear. 

Lane But 
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But if he is upon earth, or even if he 
is not, he fhall not efcape my clutches. 
For though he were to hide himfelf 
in the very bowels-of the earth, I 
would draw him thence. 


While they were thus rhodomon- 
tading, I expected when they would 
turn their rage upon poor Lazarillo. 
But Iwas more afraid’ of fix ‘or 
feven little mifchievous children who 
were aflembled round me, than of 
thofe braggadocias. I was not de- 
ceived ; for great and fmall all at once 
fell upon me. ‘Some pinched’ me, 
others {cratched me; they pulled my 
hair, and beat me, till I cried out 
murder, 


The blows came fo quick after each 
other, that it was like threfhing corn, 
or milling cloth, where the ftrokes of 
the 



























LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 101 


the mallet are inceflant. At length, 
perceiving that I was breathlefs, they 
ceafed to be eat, but not to threaten 
me; fome were for throwing me into 
the water; others for Uitte 

The old chi interfered now, oh 
defired them to defift, promiing me 
if I would inform him who the villain 
was. that had robbed him of. his 
honour, he would fet me at liberty, 


It was impoffible I could comply 
with this, becaufe I had never feen 
the gallant Ss he had come out of 
the trunk. I affured them I did not 
know him; upon which they began 
again, | did nothing but figh, groan, 
aad lament my Kae fate, which def- 
tined me perpetually to new misfor- 
tunes’ and inceflant milery. I made 
figns as well as I could that I would 
tell them all if they would let me 
| ¥ 3 alone.. 
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alone. ‘They then defifted, and I pro- 
ceeded to relate literally all that had 
happened.---T hey did not believe me, 
however. Seeing that the tempeft 
was not likely to ceafe, I: refolved to 
deceive them if I could. J] therefore 
told them, I would inform them of 
‘what they wanted to know, if they 
would attend to me. They then left 
of beating me, and promifed won- 
ders, if I fatisfied them. T hey afked 
ne his name, and where he lived? | 
replied, that.:I. could tell neither 
one nor the other; but; that if they 
would carry me through the ftreets, 
(to walk was impoflible, in my fi- 
tuation) I. would fhew them his 
houfe. 


They appeared ‘rejoiced at this, 
and gave me fome wine, which ereat= 
ly refrefhed me.. They then armed 
them- 
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themfelves, and taking me under the 
arms like a bridegroom, carried me 
about the town. The people, as they 
went along, made their obfervations 
aloud ; one faid, there’s a man going 
to prifon; another fuppoied I was 
going to the hofpital; but none offer- 
ed to give mea clane. Mean time I 
continued my route, very much dif- 
turbed at the thoughts of how this 
would end. Sometimes I thought of 
crying out for help; but I confidered 
that they would then prefer a com- 
plain again{ft me to juftice, and this I 
dreaded more than death. To efcape 
was impoilible too,even if [had ftrength 
to run away, being furrounded by the 
relations of the young wanton who 
had brought this mifchiefon me, who 
were armed like fo many St. George’s. 


We went on traverfing ftreets and 
EF 4 lanes, 
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lanes, they not knowing where they 


were going, nor I where I was direét- 
ing them, At length we arrived at 
the Sun-gate, in one ‘of the fireets 
leading to which we e perceived a finart 
cavalier wall king,---he had his cloak 
under his arm, a-cane in one hand, 
and a nofegay in the other; by his 
air and manner, one fhould have taken 
him for’ the coufin-german of the 
em] As he approached nearer, 
 diicovered that he was no other Bee 
my yo EAMES, nd matter, the fouire of 

ho had 4 folen my a allie 


ful 


Old Ca Lafiile, \ W 
and purfe. I thanked fortune for 
tais rencontre, and refolved to kill 
two birds with one ftone, by extri- 
cating myfelf out of my prefent dif- 
ficulty, sind being revenged on him. 
I therefore faid, gentimen, heie comes 
the perfon we are in fearch pf; he has 
been home I fee to chane@ his drefs. 


This 
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This was enough for people who were 
blinded by their rage. Without afk- 
ing any more queftions, they all flew 
upon him at once, they knocked him 
down, and then began to pummel and 
pinch him as they kad ferved me. 
One. of the valiant brothers feeing he 
could make no defence, was going to 
run him through the body, but the. 
father prevented him; and fending 
for fome officers of juftice, delivered 
the cavalier into their hands. When 
I faw all were engaged, I feized the 
opportunity, and efcaped to a place 
which. concealed me effeCtually. 


My friend, the fquire, it feems, had 
recognized me, and fuppofing thofe 
who. had accompanied me were re-.- 
lations that came to demand the pro- 
perty he had robbed me of, told them 
if they would let him-alone, he would 

is pay 
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‘pay for two fuits. But they ftopped 


his mouth with their fifts. They then 
Jed him, all over blood and dirt, to 
prifon. And as foon as the coaft-was 
clear, I quitted my hiding place, curf- 
ing the bufinefs I had followed there, 
and all who employed me in it, 
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Lazarillo refolves to refurn to his native Place. Eis 


Adventures on the Road. 


I WISHED to have quitted Madrid 
Immediately, but my ftrength 
was not an{werable to my refolution. 
Hence I was obliged to remain a few 
days longer. And I was not very il 
off during this time ; for being oblig- 
ed to make wile of crutches, I excited 
fo much compaflion, that the alms 
beftowed on me enabled me to live 
very comfortably. Ibelieve the com= 
fort I found here would have led me 
to remain fome time longer, but one 
day, as I was taking my dinner, I 
heard a man relate the hiftory of the 


trunk exactly as it happened ; adding 


FO what 
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what I had not heard, that the cava- 
lier who was put in prifon upon pre- 
{umption of his being the knight of the 
cheft, had proved an alibi. The peo- 
ple where he lived vouching, that he 
had neither been out of the houfe, or 
worn any other clothes that day. But, 
notwithftanding this he had been 
banifhed difgracefully from Madrid 
as a vagabond ; and that the brothers 
of the girl were in fearch of the por- 
ter who had deceived them, {wearing,, 


if they found him, to beat him to. 
death. 


{ opened my eyes as wide as my 
ears at this difcourfe, and took my- 
felf off immediately.---I got myfelf 
a green patch to put over one eye, and 
{haved my beard like a Monk’s, which 
fo completely difpuifed, that my own 
mother could not have known me. 
I quitted 
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I quitted Madrid, and took the road 
to Tezares, refolving to pay a vifit to 
my native place, and try if that would 
be more favourable to me than every 
other place had proved. 


Before I had gone half.a league I 
met with a company of gipfics, who 
took up their abode in a. cavern under 
ground. Seeing me at a diftance, 
they took me for one of their own 
fraternity; indeed my appearance 
juttified the fuppofition; but on my 
nearer approach they difcovered their 
error, and went afide as if to holda 
confultation among themfelves. I en- 
quired my way of them,.and they told 
me J was not in the road to Salamanca, 
but to Valladolid. As I hadno par-. 
ticular reafon to prefer one place to 
another, I told them I would, fince 
my face was turned that way, go to 
Valladolid, 
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Valladolid, and fee that city, before I 
returned to my native place. 


One of the oldeft of thefe people 
alked me of what place I was? and 
when I anfwered of Tezares, he de- 
fired me to {tay and dine with him, 
as I loved my neighbour; for that he 
was of Salamanca. I accepted his 
offer; and when we had dined, the 
company requelted I would relate 
the adventures of my life to them. 
I complied without much entreaty, 
and recounted every particular in as 
concife a manner as poffible. When 
I came to the part that defcribed the 
overthrow of the tub that held the 
poor triton, at the inn in Madrid, 
they all burft out a laughing, e{peci- 
ally a young man and woman, whofe 
mirth was more ftrongly excited than 
any body’s elfe, I began to bluth, 
think- 
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thinking they were making game of 
me. But my neighbour, the old gipfey, 
told me not to be afhamed, for that 
they did not laugh at my adventures, 
which were calculated to infpire admi- 
ration, rather than ridicule. That fince 
I had placed. fo much confidence in 
them, it was right they fhould re- 
turn it; and therefore relying on my 
fecrecy, he would, with their permif- 
fion, relate the caufe of their laughing. 
Having obtained the leave of the com- 
pany, he proceeded, as will be feen in 
the next chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XEHE 
‘Story of the Gipfey. 


OU are to know then, faid thé 
old gipfey, that the young man, 
and woman who laughed fo heartily, 
are thofe who jumped through the 
window when the deluge from the- 
tub threatened to drown them. As 
they will, however, relate more ex- 
actly than I can what has happened: 
to them fince, and the caufe of their 
being among us, I muft beg them, 
to inform you of their adventures 
themfelves. The chafte heroine, then, 
in a voice that captivated the atten- 
tion of her illufrious auditcrs, pro- 
ceeded. thus with the ftory. 


* The 
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“« The day that I quitted, or rather 
fled from my father’s houfe with 
Signor ‘Vruez, whom you fee here, 
you may remember we were over- 
taken, and imprifoned. I was placed 
in aroom furnifhed in the moft ele- 
gant manner by thofe ingenious artifts 
_ the {piders, and perfumed with all the 
odours of garlic, gin, tobacco, &c. 
My lover, lefs fortunate, was confined 
in a dungeon, He did not remain 
there long, however, for having fome 
rich relations, they found means to 
deliver him. I was given to the care 
ot the commander, who being young 
and gallant, and finding menot ugly, 
became more the flave of my charms 
than I was of his power. To this 
circumf{tance I was indebted for a 
{peedy change in my fituation. I was 
removed to a better appartment, and 
treated like a captive princefs. My 
governor 
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governor omitting nothing to render 
my abode there agreeable tome. It 
was in vain that my parents (who 
loved me in fpite of their refentment) 
attempted to obtain my releafe ; they 


“were counteracted in all their fchemes 


by the commander, who could not 
bear the thoughts of lofing me. 


“ In the mean time, my lover, Si gnor 
Vruez, to whom I was ftill conftant 
in {pite of all the affiduities of my new 
admirer, was devifing various ftrata- 
gems to obtain an interview with me. 
At length he fucceeded, by the means 
of one of thofe kind-hearted old ladies 
who are to be met with at every cor- 
ner o: the {treet in Spain. She dreffed 
him up as a fervant maid, muffling 
his face to conceal his beard, under 
pretence of the tooth-ach. 





“JT will 
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“ T will not pretend to defcribe our 
mutual joy at this meeting, but pro- 
ceed to inform you of the means we 
contrived for our efcape. A ball was 
given that evening by the Count de 
la Mirandole, at which the gipfeys 
were to dance a ballet. Signor Re- 
nard (the name my lover bears in this 
community) engaged them in his in- 
tere{t, and a plan was agreed on, which 
fucceeded fo well, that I obtained my 
liberty, and the company of my lover, 
which is more dear to me than any 
thing elfe in the world. 


«« The firft ftep to be taken was to 
engage my new admirer to allow me 
to fee the ball. To this end I em- 
ployed a thoufand careffes and en- 
dearments, making more vows than 
are offered up during a ftorm at fea. 
He was fo charmed by my condud, 
that 








-_ 


am a cael 
SEE oS sal 


s 


aes 


eA = _ 


Eek oy pl 


116 THE LIFE OF 


that he could refufe me nothing. He 
defired me to afk what I would ; that 
my wilhes fhould be the direétors of 
his condué, provided they did not 
deprive him of my fociety.”’ 

‘““I made him many acknowledg- 
ments for his kindnefs, and told him 
his abfence was death to me ; that my 
dread of parting with him, even for 
a few hours, were fuch, I begged he 
Would allow me to attend him to the 
ball that night, as his going was in- 
difpenfable. This»was avery difficult 
matter; however, he was too much 
blinded by his love to refufe me any 
thing. 


‘‘ He told me that it would be ne- 
ceflary for me to difeuife myfelf; and 
he thought the moft effectual way 
would be to drefs myfelf as a page ; 
this 
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this being agreed on; he procured me 
a very magnificent fuit. The colour 
was green, trimmed with broad gold; 
the cloak velvet, lined with yellow 
fattin: a cap, with a plume of heron’s 
feathers, and a chain of diamonds ; 
a ruff of the fine{t lace, yellow filk 
ftockings, with green garters, and 
white fhoes; a fword and dagger, 


with gold hilts. 


« Thus equipped, I attended the 
commander to the ball. I found there 
avait number of people of quality 
very richly dreffed. There were alfo 
feveral in mafks and veils. I was foon 
joined by Signor Renard, who kept 
clofe to me all the time, but without 
{peaking, to avoid fufpicion. I fhall 
pais over all other occurrences of the 
ball; to come to that which particu- 
larly concerns us. The ballet which 
the 
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the Egyptians were to dance, was 
{carcely began, when one faid, you 
are out; the other replied, you lie; 
this was anfwered by the firft {peaker’s 
running him through the body. The 
blood followed the {word fo quickly, 
that it feemed as if an ox had been 
killed. The guards, who at firft 
thought the quarrel was a part of the 
entertainment, now began to cry out, 
juftice! help! juftice! All the men 
drew their {words ; I was obliged to 
follow their example, though I trem- 
bled, and was ready to faint at the 
fight of the very {word in my own 
hand. 


The. man who had given the ftroke 
was feized, and given into'the charge 
of the commander, who was obliged 
to attend him to prifon. He would 
fain have taken me with him, but was 

afraid 


att sna 
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afraid of my being difcovered, there- 
fore contented himfelf with defiring 
me, in awhilper, toawait hisreturnina 
corner of the room he pointed out. As 
foon.as we were fure of his departure, 
Signor Renard taking me under his 
arm, led me into the f{treet, where one 
of his friends was waiting, who con- 
veyed us immediately to his lodgings. 


When the wounded gipfey, whom 
we fuppofed dead by this time, had no- 
tice from a private fignal that we were 
fate, he jumped up to the aftonifh- 
ment of the whole company, faying, 
we hope, ladies and gentlemen, you 
will allow we are good actors, fince 
we have fo effectually deceived all 
prefent. Learn that I am neither 
killed, or even wounded; but devifed 
this ftratagem merely to divert this 
jlluftrious affembly.” When he had 
thus 
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thus ended his fpeech, he fhewed them 
a bladder, placed under his waiftcoat, 
which being pierced by the fword, 
had produced the effect. which fur- 
prifed them fo much. All the com- 
pany were delighted with this fcene, 
except the poor commander, who had 
indeed reafon to be very much dil- 
fatisfied. When he returned to the 
place where he had appointed me to 
ftay, he appeared furprifed not to 
find me there. He fearched every 
part of the room in vain ; he then 
came out, and applying to one of the 
people who had been placed there for 
the purpofe, enquired if he had feen 
a young man pafs drefled in fuch a 
manner? The perfon replied, he had ; 
and that he got into a coach and or- 
dered the driver to go towards St. 
Philips. 


“* Upon 











LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 112i 


“ Upon this information, my lover 
fet out inftantly in purfuit of us, but 
was doomed to a fruitlefsfearch that 
night ; for he went totheeaft, while we 
made our efcape at the weft. I had 
taken the precaution before I quitted 
Madrid to change my drefs, which 
we fold for upwards of two hundred 
reals. We got four hundred crowns 
for the chain, two hundred of which 
I gave to thofe gentlemen, according 
to Signor Renard’s promife; and from 
them I have learnt the circumftances 
that occurred after my departure from 
the ball. 


« This is the hiftory of my releafe; 
if there is any other information in 
my power to give the noble Signor 
Lazarillo, I beg he will command me; 
his gallant appearance intitles him te 
our poor fervices.” 

Vou. II. Go. Here 
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Here the lovely. Egyptian con- 
cluded. I thanked. her and. the 
whole company in the politeft terms 
that I could find, for their. civili- 
ties; and took my leave. The old 
man infifted on bearing .me com- 
pany half a league on my way. 
As we went along, I afked. him if 
all thofe we had parted from -were 
born in Egypt? He laughed at 
the notion, and affured me in his 


own language, the devil of one was 


born out-of Spain; that they were 
all cheats, robbers, monks, and 
nuns, who had efcaped from prifons 
and convents. That none feemed 
to enjoy the way of life fo much 
as thofe who came from the mona- 


“fteries; and that they were always 


employed upon occafions that re- 


‘quired extraordinary finelle. With 


this, and fuch converfation, the old 
man 
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man entertained me till we parted, 
which was done with mutual re- 
gret; he returned to his fociety, and 


I took the road to Valladolid. 
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CHAP TE Re Aime 


Lazarillo’s Rencontre at an Inn near Valladolid. 


[ REFLECTED as I went along, on 
the lives and cuftoms of the com- 
munity I had left, and was aftonifhed 
that fuch a fet of vagabonds were 
allowed to roam about plundering 
and cheating all that came in their 
way ; for all the world knew them to 
be errant thieves and impoftors. 


Their focieties are but fo many fe- 
minaries for apoftates, and fchools 
for wickednefs. I was particularly 
firuck, by hearing, that thofe who 
had known the fweets of a quiet mo- 
naftic life, fhould quit it for one fo 


wretched as that of the gipfey’s. I 
fhould 
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fhould fcarcely have credited what 
my informer had faid, but that he 
fhewed me at a diftancea young man 
and woman who were not yet tanned 
by the fun; they were fitting under 
a tree finging pfalms. «“ Thofe, faid 
the old man, are a monk and a nun, 
who, within thefe eight days have 
changed their comniunity for ours, 
in order to embrace a more auflere 


life. 


When I got within a little diftance 
of Valladolid, I faw at the door of an 
inn the old woman who had caufed 
me fo much mifery at Madrid. Before 
I approached her near enough to 
{peak, the knight of the cheft and 
his fair miftrefs came out to invite 
her in to dinner. I was fo difguifed 
that they could not knowme. I there- 
fore followed them in, and placed 
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myfelf fo as to be feen by them, to 
try if they would give mea plaifter 
for the wounds received in their fer- 
vice. But I foon found they were 
not in a condition to give any thing 
away. The gallant had been fo liberal 
in his treats to his miftrefs and her 
duenna, that they were nowreduced to 
content themfelves with a little bit of 
hog’s liver ftewed with garlic. I could 
have fwallowed the whole in two 
mouthfuls. Their bread wasas black 
as the table-cloth, which refembled 
the tunick of a penitent, or a foot 


bag. | 


« Eat, my life, faid the lover to his 
mifirefs; this fricaffee is fit for the 
emperor.” The old lady did not 
require urging ; fhe would not {peak, 
left it fhould interrupt her eating ; in 
a fhort. times they had feraped the 
difh 
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dith fo clean, that even all the varnith 
was gone as well as the fauce. 


This wretched meal finifhed, which 
had» rather excited .their appetite 
than fatisfied it, the gallant began to 
make excules for the fhort commons, 
alledging that’ the houfe was ill pro- 
vided. I owed him a grudge for all 
he had caufed me to fuffer, and there- 
fore was not forry to mortify them a 
little. I-called» to the hoft, and en- 
quired what I could have for dinner ; 
he told me according to the price l 
was'willing to pay. Having named 
a good fum, he told me 1 fhould have 
a hind quarter of kid. When ready, 
it was brought according to my di- 
rections to the bottom of the table, 
where they were placed. When I 
began to eat, it was highly gratifying 
to me to obferve their looks with every 
G 4 mouth- 
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mouthful I fwallowed ; three pair of 
large eyes which were fixed immove-~ 
ably on every morfel. 


The young damfel began to em- 
ploy her tongue foon as well as her 
eyes. How is this, faid fhe, that 
poor wretch has a whole quarter of a 
kid for his own dinner, and we had 
only a mouthful of forry fricaflee 
for three of us.” Her lover replied, 
that he -had afked the hoft for fome 
fowls or partridges ; but hehadaffured 
him that he had nothing elfe in the 
houfe. I heard this without feeming 
to attend, but kept eating on: I per- 
ceived, however, that the kid had the 
property of the load{tone; its attrac- 
tion was fo ftrong, that when I leaft 
expected it, I found three forks in my 
dith. Firft the young lady reached 
out her hand and helped herfelf, fay- 


ing, 
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ing, with your leave friend; but fhe 
thought the compliment enough, not 
waiting permiffion. The old woman 
reproved her for robbing the poor. 
The young one defended herfelf by 
faying {he would pay me; and fet to 
again as if fhe had not tafted any 
thing for a week. The old woman’s 
{cruples being thus removed, fhe be- 
gan to help herfelf; and the gallant 
obferving that it muft needs be excel- 
lent, fince they relifhed it fo much, 
feized a piece as big as his fift, and 
crammed it into his mouth all at 
once. 


As this freedom was not quite fo 
agreeable to me as it feemed to them, 
Trefolved to put a {top to it, and there- 
fore {natching up what remained, I 
putit into my mouth ; but when I got 
it there, I found my eye bigger than 
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my mouth, for the devil a bit would it 
ftir either one way or the other. 


In the midft of my diftrefs from 
this awkward accident, two cavaliers 
well armed, arrived at the inn. They 
enquired if they could have any thing 
to eat? the hoft affured them they 
fhould have whatever they pleafed, 
and requefted them in the mean time 
to walk into the parlour. 


The old woman, who at the found 
of the horfes’ feet, went to the door 
to fatisty her curiofity, returned in a 
violent fright, wringing her hands; 
fhe ran up to the young lady, whofe 
name was Clara, and in a low voice, 
trembling, told her they were ruined, 
for her brothers were arrived. 


The fair damfel began to tear her 
| hair, 
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hair, and beat herfelf like one dif- 
tracted. Her lover attempted to con- 
fole her, affuring her fhe had no- 
thing to fear in his prefence; that-he 


would protect her with the laft drop 
of his blood. 


Incommoded as I was with my 
mouthful (literally fpeaking) of kid, 
I felt lefs concerned: from the fear of 

eing choaked, than from apprehen- 
fions relpecting thefe youths who 
were approaching ; indeed they were 
fo great, I thought I fhould have died ; 
and verily believe I fhould too; but 
that my gullet being {topped up, the 
foul which I felt rifing to my mouth 
was prevented efcaping, and there- 
fore returned to its habitation, 


The inftant thefe valiant Hectors 
entered the room, they perceived the 
! G6 old 
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old duenna, their fifter, and her lover ; 
upon which they exclaimed ; fo! fo! 
here they are! we have them now! 
let them efcape if they can! they fhall 
fuffer for their crime! we will wafh 
the {tain out with their blood! I was 
fo alarmed at their threats, that I 
fell down, and with fuch force, that 
the piece of kid flew out of my mouth, 
and bounded to the very cieling. 
When the heroes had. finifhed their 
fpeech, they made up to the fair Clara; 
her champion however interrupted 
them; and drawing his fword, pre- 
pared to attack them with fo much 
courage, that they remained motion- 
lefs. The words feemed to freeze in 
their mouths, and the fwords in their 
{cabbards. ‘The lover afked them in 
the true rhodomontade ftile of a 
Spaniard, what they wanted? and 
who they were in fearch of? and at 
the 
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the fame time feizing one of their 
fwords, he held it to the throat of the 
owner, directing his own to the eyes 
of the other, while they trembled 
like afpen leaves. The old woman 
and their fifter obferving them fo 
pale and frightened, went up to 
them and took away the reft of their 
arms. For my part, feeing things 
take this turn, I got upon my legs, 
and had feized one of thefe valiant 
youths by the beard, when the hoft 
came in to enquire the caufe of the 
noife he heard. 


Thefe braggadocias reminded me 
of the counterfeit bulls of my country, 
which the children are fo much afraid 
ofat firft fight ; but obfervin ¢ them not 
quite fo furious in reality as they ap- 
pear, they gain courage by degrees, 
and at laft approach them fo near, 
that 
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that the deception being found ont; 
they ‘treat them with all forts. of in- 
dignity. “Thus “I, perceiving thefe 
youths not what they had affected, 
grew bold, and attacked them with 
a degree of courage beyond what my 
late fright feemed to promife ‘my 


being poffefled of. 


When the landlord. enquired the 
caufe of this confulion, the: women, 
their champion, and myfelf, told him 
thofe men were thieves, who had fet 
upon us witha defign to robus. The 
landlord feeing them difarmed, and 
us victorious, ‘took part with the 
ftrongeft. <“‘ How, faid he, thieves in 
my houfe!” and without attending to 
any thing they alleged, took them 
‘by the collar, and put them into a 
vault under ground. A’ boy whom 
they had hired to carry their port- 
manteau, 
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manteau,and take care of their horfes, 
hearing they were feized, took horfe, 
and made off fo expeditioufly for fear 
of being involved in their difgrace, 
that there was no fear of our {tory ~ 
being difproved on his evidence. 


The landlord feeing a profpe& of 
fuch good booty, (for the boy, that 
he might not be incommoded in his 
retreat, had left the baggage behind) 
began a procefs immediately again{t 
the fuppofed robbers; and to induce 
us to fign it, would infift on not be- 
ing paid for what we had eaten. 


Then in quality of member of the 
court of inquifition, which he pro- 
feffed himfelf, and officer of juttice 
for that diftrict, he condemned the 
delinquents to receive two hundred 
lafhes, and be fent to the gullies. 
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The -prifoners appealed to the 
Chancelry of Valladolid, where the 
landlord attended them, with three of 
his fervants. But when the poor 
devils thought to plead in a court of 
juftice, they found themfelves before 
the inquifition. For their accufer had 
inferted in his procels, a charge again{t 
them of fpeaking difrefpectfully con- 
cerning: the. officers of the holy inqui- 
fition; a crime never pardoned, 


They were put into a dungeon, 
and forbidden the ufe of penand ink ; 
fo that. they could not apprize their 
relations or friends of their fituation 
to obtain relief. Here we fhall leave 
them for the prefent, and proeeed to 
inform my readers, that as we were 
going towards Valladolid, we met the 
landlord returning from his errand. 
He told us the court of inquifition had 
ordered 
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ordered: him to bring the witneffes 
before them. However,as our friends, 
he would advife us toconceal ourfelves, 
or make our efcape from that neigh- 
bourhood. 


The young lady gave him a ring 
from her finger, begging him at the 
fame time to affift their flight, fince 
there was nothing fhe fo much dread- 
ed as being brought before that court. 
This he readily promifed to do; for 
the rafcal had only given this alarm 
to engage us to fly the place, fearing, 
- that if the witnefles were interrogated, 
his villainy would be difcovered. 


This was not the only thing of the 
kind he haddone. A fortnight after, 
I faw the two victims, among many 
other penitents, come out of the in- 
quifition to walk in proceflion: they 

were 
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were gagged, to fignify that they had 
been guilty of blafphemy, in. tra- 
ducing the minifters of the holy in- 
quifition ; beings as perfect and up- 
right as the juftice they adminifter. 


Each offender wore a mitre,’ and 
fana benito, on: which:-were written. 
their crime, and: confequent punifh- 
ment. Iconfefssthough I knew their 
innocence, I:did. not feel much pity 
for them, becaufeothey| had none for 
me, as my ‘bones’ fill could: teftity. 
The fentence pafled on'them, was to 
receive three hundred Jafhes, and be 
fent to the gallies; fo that mall, they 
received five hundred, and were 
pretty well cured. of their, rhodo- 
montade and bragging, I fancy. 


I often met thefe friends of mine 
afterwards near the Magdelans; they 
did 
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did not know me, and I was not much 
inclined to renew the acquaintance. 
I learnt too that their fifter went 
into a convent of kind-hearted nuns ; 
and that the old woman followed her 
ufual occupation in the fame place. 
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CHAR ha eee 


Lazarillo becomes the Valet of feven Miftreffes. 


HEN I arrived at Valladolid, 

I had fix reals in my pocket, 

for many charitable people feeing me 
fo pale, and weak, relieved me with 
a liberal hand, and I received their 
alms with one that was not niggardly ; 
I went to a fale fhop, and bought 
for four reals, a long cloak of frieze, 
which had been the property of a 
Portugueze, and to be {ure was rather 
the worfe for wear. With another 
half real, I purchafed a hat witha 
deep rim, and a crown as high as a 
chimney; thus equipped, and a {tick 
in my hand, J walked in the {quare. 
Every body mocked meas I paifled ; 


one 
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one faid I was a philofopher of Bac- 
chus ; another, thére goes St. Peter 
in his holiday ‘clothes; another, 
hollo! Signor Ratfbane! will you have 
fome tallow to greafe your boots? 
another {wore I was a fkeleton 
who had juft walked from the fur- 
geons. I made no anfwer to thefe 
raileries, but paffed on as if I had 
been deaf. , 

Pailing along a ftreet I met a wo- 
man with a young boy, who feemed 
to ferve her for a walking ftick, for 
fhe held her hand on _ his head. 
She ftopped me to enquire if I knew 
of any one who wanted the place of 
ufher; I told her I knew of no other 
than myfelf; that if I fuited her, I 
fhould be proud to ferve her. 


We agreed upon the fpot ; fhe en- 
gaged 
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gaged to give me three pieces of three 
clanes for my weeks falary, and I took 
poffeffion of my office, by giving her 
my arm. I threw away my ftick, 
which I had only made ufe of as to 
fhew. my weaknefs, and excite com- 
paffion. Shethen fent the boy home, 
defiring him to tell the maid to get 
the dinner ready by the time fhe 
returned. We traverfed the town 
for two hours, and I found I had got 
ito the fervice of one of the greateft 
goffips in Valladolid. ‘The firit place 


we went to, finding I was but a no- 


vice in my bufinefs, fhe told me I 


muft go before her to the houfe fhe 
meant to vifit, and enquire if the 


‘miftrefs was at home; andit fhe was, 


inform her that Dame Pirez (the name 
of my miftrefs) was come to pay her 
refpects to her. I promifed to do 
a as fhe defired. My miftrels 
was 
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was veiled fo, that Idid not yet know 
what fort of a woman fhe was; my | 
curiofity | own was ftrongly excited 
on the occafion; I wifhed to know 
whether fhe was young or old, hand- 
fome orugly.  ) 


AS we were going along, fhe told 
me fhe was not in «a fituation that 
permitted her to. keep a fervant to 
herfelf, and that fhe muft, therefore, 
go among her neighbours to find 
fome who wanted one; and altoge~ 
ther would pay me the wages fhe had 
engaged for.. She enquired if I had 
a lodging; I told her not; fhe faid, 
then Imight fleep at her houfe with 
the apprentices, her hufband being a 
taylor. Sheaffured me I fhould find 
mytelf as well off as in any place in 
that city, and in three days time 
fhould 
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fhould have fix miftreffes, who would 
each give mea clane per day, 


. « 
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I was aftonifhed at the pompofity 
of this woman, whom onefhould have 
taken at leaft for the wife of a gen- 
tleman, if not a nobleman; and not 
greatly rejoiced to find I was to ferve 
fix miftreffes, for fuch a poor pittance 
as fix clanes a day. 
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1 confidered, however; that this 
was better than ftarving ; and what 
farther reconciled me to it was, that 
no work was required; this I always 
dreaded like the devil, and had rather 
fubfift upon cabbage and garlic, with- 
out labour, than regale upon capons 
and partridges, with it. 
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When we got home, my miftrefs 
gave me her cloak and veil to carry 
away ; 
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away; I then faw her face which Thad 
fo much defired ; fhe was not ugly, 
being tall, clear coniplexioned, and of 
a good mien. But not contented with 
the gifts of nature, fhe had tried to 
conceal abrown {kin, under a varnith 
of white paint, which made it fhine 
liké a glazed plate, or an earthen 
porringer, 


She gave me a clane, defiring me 
to come to her twice a day, at eight 
in the morning, and three in the af- 
ternoon, to know if I was wanted. 


I went then to a paftry cool 


k's, 
where Imade a miferable dinner on 
a little patté, for my whole wages, 
The reft of the day was paffed 


ay 


wretchedly enough, for all the mo- 
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miftrefs had heard of it, I fuppofe fhe 
would have been ready to eat me. 
At three o’clock I returned to her ; 
fhe told me fhe fhould not want me 
that day, and gave me to underftand 
for the future, fhe fhould only pay me 
my wages on thofe days fhe went out ; 
and if fhe went out but once, I muft 
expect to receive only half the fum 
propofed ; that moreover fhe fhould 
expect, as {fhe gave me my lodging, 
that I was to call myfelf her valet. 
Undoubtedly, fhe was intitled to this 
diftinétion, in favour of the bed, as 
my readers will judge irom a defcrip- 
of it:—it confifted of a large table, 
with fimply, an old dirty toverlid. 
I refolved from this moment, always 
to diftruft fplendid promifes, for I 
had experienced in the prefent cafe, 
and in that of the fquire, that thofe 
who 
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who were moft profufe in that coin, 


feldom pay in any other. 


Two days I paffed in this wretched 
way; at the end of that time, the wife 
ofa tanner entered into the commu- 
nity, and bargained above an hour 
with me, about the paltry fum fhe 
was to pay. In fine, at theend of 
feven days, I had feven miftreffes, 
from each of whom I received a clane 
for wages. I now began to live lux- 
uriouily ; [eat and drank plentifully, 
ui not.of the beft, at leaft of what was 
wholefome, for I refolved to cut my 
coat according to my cloth, 


My five other mifireffes were, the 
widow of a bailiff; the wife of a gar- 
diner ; a very pretty young woman, 
who paffed for the coufin of a bare- 
footed Carmelite; and a vender of 


H 2 tripe; 
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tripe; this laft was my favorite of 
all my wmiftreffes, for fhe always 
gave me fomething relifhing to eat 
whenever I went to her houfe. 
There was {carce a day I did not 
eat three or four mefles of excellent 
foup with her; fo that I had nothing 
left to pray for, but a continuance of 
this good fortune. I muft not forget 
to mention my feventh miftrefs; fhe 
was a devotee, and gave me more trou- 
ble than all the reft; for fhe was fond 
ofanactive lite, always bufding about ; 
when her limbs were quiet, her ton gue 
was fure to be going, fo that fhe was 
in perpetual motion. Of all the hy- 
pocrites I ever beheld, this woman was 
the greateft. When fhe walked out, 
her eyes were never raifed from the 
earth, nor her hands removed from 
her beads. All who met her were fo 
{truck by her fanctified air, that they 

begged to be remembered in her 
prayers, 
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prayers, laying, they were fure they 
mult be fuccefsful. She re 
fhe was a great finner ; anc 
trutl 13 for fhe attempted to deceive, 
even while fhe told it. 


Each of my miftrefles had their 
appointed hour, fo that when I left 
one, I went to the other na had 
finifhed my tafk ; and, if 
was not punctual to a moment, th 
abufed me like a pickpocke et, let wh 

ould be preient, threatening me i 
7 ‘dic not pay more attention, they 
would prouge themieives with an 
ufher who was more diligent, atten- 
tive, and ae To have he bis thefe 
women menace in fuch a pompous 
fule, any body would have thought 
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walking in the ftreets; they affumed 
fuch confequence, that thofe who faw 
them, took them for the wives of a 
prefident, or at leaft of an officer in 
chancery. 


One day, it happened, that the 
fair coufin of the Carmelite, and the 
bailiff’s widow, met at church; each 
wanted .to.return home immediately, 
and defired me to attend them firft ; 
hence a violent difpute arofe, and at 
length they began to pull my cloak ; 
the maid took me one fide, the widow 
the other, and pulled me with fuch 
violence, that they tore it in a cruel 
manner. I wasthus left almoft naked, 


) having only an old dirty fhirt under- 


neath, that looked hke a fifherman’s 
net. Thofe who faw my poor fhriveled 
{kin through the holes, laughed till 
their fides fhook. ‘Thechurch feemed 
more 
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more like a tavern, than a place of 
worfhip; fome amuted themitelves 
_ with laughing at poor Lazarillo; 
- others attended to the fair dames, 
who, not contented with relating all 
they had ever heard againft each other, 
_ difturbed the very afhes of the dead, 
by reciting all the feandal of the pre- 
ceeding generations. Fathers and 
mothers, grandfathers and grand- 
mothers, were rogues and ——. 


I was fo anxious to gather up the 
pieces of my cloak; that I did not ftay 
to hear the end of the dialogue. I 
only heard the nymph fay, wheretore 
fo proud, ‘you impudent jade; do 
you think, becaufe you wear a filk: 
gown now, that people will forget 
you were once without one ? 


Mind your own affairs, you ilut, 
H 4, returned 
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returned the gentle widow ; to what 
do you owe your fine clothes? The 
bleffing of the church, forfooth ; if 
you had the gown you deferve, it 
would be horfe-hair. Before J got 
out of the place, they had pr oodeded 
to blows; and but for’ the interpofi- 
tion of the {pectators, would have 
torn each others eyes out. [meta 
devotee at the door, whom I afked 


for a few pas with which I fattened 
the pieces of my cloak together as 


weil as I could, and thought of the 
oid proverb, that “ a@ tattered cloak 
nay cover a good drinker.’ When I 
is, I went to pe com- 
mander in sabi he taylor’s wife, who 
nad ordered’ me to attend her at 
eleven o'clock, as fhe was going to 
dine with fome of her friends. When 
the faw the cendition of my cloak, 
fhe began to {cold moft furtoully, 
jaytag, do you think, you rafeal, to 
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receive my wages, and to attend upon 
me, drefied like a blackguard? For 
lefs than I give you, I could have 
an ufher neatly dreffed with a cloak,, 
doublet, and hofe, and a fmart cap, 
and one who was fober; for your part, 
you do nothing but get drunk, you. 
fot. | 


I mutt be very ingenious, thought 
I, to get drunk with five or fix. clanes 
at moft; and again, “in my heart; 
curfed the pompofity and pride of 
my country.. My miftrels made iome. 
ef the journeymen few the pieces of 
my. cloak together, which they d 
fuch a hurry, that they were placed 
uplide down. And thus -accoutred, I 
conducted my miftrels. 














asta 


¢. Ps 
ah = 


ES TR ype 
pe 


re ts Ey 
* eS = oe 


we “s ae 
i ae a 
it? Mee 
me ait 


ream 


ross 
pt ir 


Ste 
a Pa Pc ee ee 
Ss ee ee 





CH APT ER” Xa 














What happens to Lazarillo at a Fea ft. 


\ 4 Y E went in as great a hurry as 


a prief{t who is invited to a 
good dinner, for my miftrefs was 
afraid there would not be enough 
left for her. When wearrived at the 
place, we found many others there 
who had been invited. The miftrefs 
of the ceremonies enquired if I might 
be trufted to. keep the door? Go then 
friend, faid fhe, and you fhall not 
keep faft to-day. 


Several young men came in; one 
took a partridge out of his pocket, 
another a fowl, a third a rabbit, others 
beef, mutton, faufages, and nice pies. 
They 
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They gave them all to the cook; and 
while they were preparing, went in 
to entertain the ladies. I muit leave 
the imagination of my readers to guels 
what pafled at this curious meeting, 
fince it is impoflible to defcribe ‘it. 
This comedy finifhed, the noble af- 
fembly went to dinner. The ladies 
eat the kiries, and the gallants drank 
Vite miffa eft. The tormer began to 
fill their pockets, the latter to empty 
' theirs. Some produced cheefe, others 
apples, olives, and fweetmeats. 


This mode of keeping one’s dinner 
fo clofe at hand, pleafed me much. I 
refolved to have three or four pockets 
inthe very néxt doubletit fhould pleafe 
Providence to fend me, of which one 
Should be madeof leather, tohold foup ; 
for certainly, if fuch great folks as 


thefe could condefeend to carry their 
H 6 food, 
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food, the one raw; and the others 
dreffed, in their pockets; J, who was 
only the ufher of conrplaifant ladies, 
might do it with propriety. 


When thefe gentlefolks had dined; 
their fervants went to follow their ex- 
ample; but the devil of any thing: 
there was but foup; and I was fur- 
prifed that the ladies did not put even: 
this into their fleeves. We had not half 
finifhed our meal, when we heard a 
violent noife in the dining-room ; and 
going to: learn the caufe, we found: 
our miftrefles difputing about prece- 
dency, and the fuperiority of their 
rth ; fome boafted of the rank of 
their parents, others of their hufbands 2 
and finding: it impoffible to fettle the 
matter by words, they came to blows; 
boxes of the ear, kicks, pinches, and 
{cratches, went about ata great rate ; 
fome 
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fome not content with this, tore each 
others hair off by handfuls; in fhort, 
they were fo difcompofed, that they 
looked like furies. It fo happened, 
that the peace officers paffed during 
this uproar. As they could not fail 
to hear the noife, they knocked at 
the gate, and ordered it to be open- 
ed immediately. 


The inftant our gentry found who: 
were there, they ran away to hide 
themfelves, leaving hats, caps, {words,. 
and cloaks behind them. For my part, 
having nothing to fear, I opened the 
door, that I might not be accufed of 
refifting juftice. The firft man who 
entered, took me by the collar, and 
faid, I was his prifoner. After this they 
all came in, and fhutting the gate, went 
to feek after thofe who had made the 
riot, They left no place unfearched ; 
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chambers, clofets, garrets, and cellar 
were examined, but to no’ purpofe ; 
they then queftioned me, and I re- 
lated to them the whole affair, from 
beginning to end, not omitting one 
of their gambols. The officers were 
furprifed, that out of fuch a number 
as I had mentioned, they could not 
find one. I was as much furprifed 
as they, for I had counted eighteen, 
and faid very fimply, I fuppofed they 
were all fpirits. 


They laughed exceffively at this 
idea, making great game of me and 
my fpirits. The commiflary then en- 
quired, if thofe who went into the 
cellar had made a ftritt fearch, for 
he thought that the moft likely place 
to find them in; they affured him 
they had ; but this not fatisfying him, 
he ordered them to light a flambeau, 
and 
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and attend him there. They obeyed ;. 


and on entering the vaults, the firft 
thing they faw was a barrel rolling 
towards them. The affiftants all fell 
a trembling, and began to move off, 
faying, I was certainly in the right, 
the houfe was haunted. 


The commiflary,; who was not fo 
eafily duped, ftopped them, faying, 
he did not fear the devil himfelf ;. and 
going to the cafk, opened it, and dif- 
covered a man and woman, whom 
he handed out, and gave in charge 
to his people. 


He, then went to a barrel of oil, 
in which he found a man full dreffed. 
When he perceived he was difcovered, 
he attempted to jump out; he per- 
formed this fo aukwardly, that he 
threw down the veffel, the contents 
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of which fpirted up’ like a fowntain, 
and anointed not only the beards, 
but the cloaths-alfo of the commiflary 
and. his attendants. 


The man of oil obferving that every 
body made ste for hans took ad-= 
vantage of it to efcape ; it was in vain 
that the commifiary cried out; {top 
him! ftophim! none would approach. 
him; and he therefore got away 
through a private door, leaving, how- 
ever, oil enough in his track, to have 
rhe ae lamp of our lady for a 
twelvemonth. ‘The great peace officer 
vas fo enraged at the condition. he 


fount nd himtelf in, that he began to 
{wear r moft b eartily at thofe who had 


this mi Tala he called me 


a vitae xd names, afluri nd me, I 
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might depend on it, that all who had 
been engaged in this hint fhould 
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be hanged. We began to tremble at 
this menace. 


They then proceeded to fearch the 
larder, and were e approaching a large 
lack of flour, when a had h was 
thrown into their eyes ; this was re- 
peated to all that came near; they 
began ftamping, {wearing, and me- 
nacing thofe who dared to refift juftice. 
Their we ponents {till direCted hand- 
fuls of flour towards them, and aim- 
ed pivscaaelyy at the commiffar y> 
who roared like a bull. Thofe sh 10 
had the care of the prifoners quitte eC 
them to run to the affifiance of their 
chief. Thefe met the fate of their 
companions ; as foonas they] »proach- 
ed they were blinde sdby o ir, fo that 
each ran againt{t ay > ot! 
fuch ae th; 
each others hea 
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Seeing our enemies in this diforder, 
we affembled all our forces, and 
charged them; they themfelves af- 
{fitting us fo well, that we foon gain- 
eda complete victory. Not being able 
to fee, they fell upon one another, 
and beftowed thofe blows on their 
friends, that were intended for their 
enemies: they fought till they were fo 
exhautted, that they fell down; they 
were then aflailed by fuch a fhower 
of blows and kicks, that they re- 
mained like fo many mummies. 


When we found they .were no 
longer in a fituation to refift us, we 
tied them neck and heels, and con- 
veyed them to the cellar, where they 
were thrown into the tub of oil, like 
{fo many fifh when they are to be fried. 
‘The poor devils wallowed about, and 
refembled a litter of pigs in a ftye; 
when 
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when they were thus fecured, we took 
our leave, and each returned to his 
home. The owner-of the houfe 
where thefe curious {cenes had pafied, 
was out of town; he had left the care 
of it during his abfence to a niece. 
The ill ufe fhe had made of her truft, 

nd the confequence of her mifcon- 
duct, rendered her fo apprehenfive of 
meeting her uncle at his return, that 
fhe quitted the houfe with the reft, 
and went to her father’s.. When her 
uncle came home, he was very much 
furprifed to find himfelf fhut out, and 
that he could gain noanfwer from with- 
in. ~He ordered the locks to be taken 
from the doors; but what was his 
aftonifhment, to fee his houfe ftrewed 
all over with flour and oil. From 
aftonifhment he pafied to a rage, that 
made him vow fevere vengeance on 
thofe who had occafioned this con-= 
fulion 
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fufion tikuaten He directed his fte ps 
towards the cellar,. where the tub of 
oil ftood, in which he found the 


Pne juftice 
{wimming, and. his. afliffants on the 
ground, tied neck and heels. Ina 
paroxyim of rage at the lofs he had 
fuftained he ftopped not to attend to’ 
the fuggeftions of reafon, or to liften 
to their defence; but with a ftick 
which he brought in his hand, fell on 
the commiflary and his people fo un- 
mercifully, that he left them, half 
dead. Calling in his neighbours, the 
matter of the houfe defi ed them to 
help him put thofe, villains. into the 
{treet. They complied, au the chil- 
dren gathering ound the commi ee 
and other officers, pelted. them with 
all manner of ise and filth. Thus 
befloured and bemired, it was im- 
poilible any body fhould recognize 
them. When they recovered their 
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enfes, and found the fituation they 
were in; the firft ufe they made sn 
their liber ty was to take to their heels. 
One might have cried out, {top juftice! 
who is taking flight! They had left 
their cloaks, hats, and fwords at the 
houfe they quitted thus ignomini- 
oufly ; and never dared reclaim thx em, 
for fear of being fubje& to ridicule. 


The mafter cept thefe to indemnify 
nimfelf for his loffes, 


When I took my departure from 
this houfe, I Be cked up a cloak, which 
being infinite y Better than my own, 
tech anged for it; and congratulated 
myielf, that { for once in my life I had 
made a good b bargain, and pafled a 
day with tolerable comfort, a circum- 
{tance that rarely happened to me, 
I went to the taylor’s; there I found 
the houfe 
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the hufband beating his wife without 
mercy, becaufe fhe came home with- 
out her cloak or veil, and a mob of 
children fhouting after her. 


I arrived, as ufual, at a lucky mi- 
nute; for the taylor no fooner {pied 
me, than he quitted his wife to wreak 
his vengeance on me. He aflailed me 
by a blow with his fift fo plump in 
the mouth, that he knocked the few 
remaining teeth down my _ throat. 
After that, he kicked me in the 
{tomach, till he made it render up 
an account, of the few paltry goods I 
had been able to lodgethere. “ Are 
you not afhamed, faid he, to {fhew your 
face in this houfe, you vile pimp? But 
you fhall pay off, not only this fcore, 
but what you owe fociety for palt 
times.” So faying, he called to his 
amen to bring a blanket, in which they 
tolled: 
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toffed me with a degree of fatisfaction 
that could be only exceeded by my 
regret, nor left off till they left me for 
dead. My matter then concluding, [ 
fuppofe, I had paid off all fcores, They 
left me in this condition on the great 
table. It was quite dark when I came 
to my fenfes; and not knowing where 
I was, in turning round, I fell off and 
broke my arm. At -the approach of 
day, I took mytfelf from this feene of 
my mifery, and fheltered myfelf un- 
der the porch of a church, where ] 
afked alms. 
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GHA P-T'E RR =XVEE 
Lazarillo turns Hermit, 


S Ilay thus proftrate, I began 
toreflect on my paft life. Every 
misfortune that had happened to me 
from the time of my entering the fer- 
vice of the blind man, to the prefent 
time, arofe frefh in my mind, and 
sroved to me, that he who works the 
iardeft is not always the richeft. No 
endeavours of mine had been want- 
to gain a ee but I had 
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mony of t the tr uth B: the proverb, 
which fays, ‘* He whom God affifis, does 
better than he who rifes betimes.’ The 
convictien I had of this made me 
recommend myfelf to the protec- 
tion of Providence, hoping the re- 
mainder 
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mainder. of my life would be more 
fortunate than the preceding part of 
it had been. It feemed as if my pra 
was heard; for while I was offeri 
uP my petition, a venerable her ee 
as palling clofetome; his beard was 
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fete and white as {now; he MDP aHE 
ed himfelf on a ftick, and held in the 
other hand a chaplet, at.the end of 
which ther 
ine me in this 


hung a large {kull. See- 

miferable fituation, he 
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who were at hand, got up, for my 
arm and bruifes were by this time 
much worfe. 


I then accompanied my new patron 
to his hermitage, but with great pain 
and difficulty, for it was three quar- 
ters.of a league from Valladolid. His 
retreat was in a cell that had been du s 
in a rock; it confifted of two apart- 
ments ; one ferved to hold his bed, 
and all his neceffaries ; the other was 
his chapel. He had alfo a garden, 
rather curious than large, which pro- 
vided him with fruit and vegetables, 
and ferved to amufe him. When 
we had repoted ourfelves, the good 
old man faid to me, I have lived 
twenty years in this retreat, removed 
from the buftle and vexations of the 
world ; it is to mea terreftrial para- 
dife. Here I contemplate things hu- 

man 
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man and divine. I eat when I am 
hungry, and faft when I am fatisfied. 
} watch and contemplate when I can- 
not fleep, and when I can fleep, here 
Lreft. Iam in folitude when I have 
no company, and when I have, am 
not alone. Ilaugh when] am merry, 
and cry when I am grieved. I work 
when Iam not idle, and am idle when 
Ido not work. Here I meditate on 
my pait misfortunes, and contemplate 
my prefent happinefs. In fine, it is 
here that I remain in ignorance of all 
things, and here where that I learn 
ail things. 


The hermit’s difcourfe filled my 
mind with a fatisfaction I had never 
tafted before. I begged of him to 
de‘cribe the hermit’s life more par- 
ticularly, becaufe it feemed to me the 
jappielt in the world. The happieft 
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indeed, replied he ; there is none that 
bears any comparifon to it. But I 
cannot now comply with your requeft, 
becaufe it is dinner time. I defired 
him then to try if he could fet my 
arm, which put me to great pain; he 
did it,and with fo much eafe, I never 
felt more of it from that moment. We 
eat like kines and drank like templars 
Our feait ended, we went to pafs the 
afternoon according to the Spanifh 
cuftom, in taking a nap; but I had 
not clofed my eyes long, before I heard 
the good hermit cry out, help! help! 
lam dying! 


I arofe in great hafte, and going to 
him, a hips indeed expiring. I 
au he was going to die? he- 

is: res; and faid nothing but 
that word till he went off, which was 
in an hour from that time. I was very 
much 
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much alarmed at this event, for I con- 
ceived, that if the poor man died 
without witnefies, I might be ful- 
pected of having murdered him, and 
fo lofe the life I had preferved with 
fo much difficulty; nor would my 
appearance vouch much in my favour, 
fince I certainly looked more like a 
thief than an honeft man. 

I went out of the hermitage im-. 
mediately, to try if I could not find 
fomebody to be a witnefs on this: 
occafion. Looking round, I {pied a: 
flock of fheep. Iran directly, though. 
in great pain. I found nine or ten. 
fhepherds and fhepherdeffes, who, 
to aveid the heat of the day, had re- 
tired under fome willows that over- 
{hadowed a fountain of clear-water; 
fome were playing om their pipes, 
accompanied by their voices; fome 

I3 dancing: 
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dancig to the found of the tabret, 
and others with caftanets; and ata 
a little diftance were a lover and his 
miftrefs ;. he knelt at her feet, while 
fhe held his hand in hers, and 
feemed. not inclined to dtive him to 
defpair. In fhort, it was altogether 
the moft agreeable fcene I ever be- 
held; but I could not contemplate it 
fo long as I wifhed, my errand re- 
quiring difpatch. I joined this gay 
party, almoli overpowered by fatigue 
and iright, and requefting them to 
go with me immediately to the her- 
mit, who was dying. 


Two or three of them agreed to 
return with me; when we arrived, 
they afked the-herimit if he chofe to 
die then ? he replied, yes; but/I be- 
lieve he meant no; for it feemed to 
me that he would have chofe to live 
a little 
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a little longer, if it had been at his 
option. Perceiving that he was in 
fuch an affirmative mood, I refolved 
to make a few propofitions to him; 
I therefore afked him, if he was wil- 
ling that the fhepherds fhould make 
his will, and witnefs it? he faid, yes. 
If he left me fole heir? he faid, yes. 
Hf he acknowledged that all he was 
worth was a tribute due to my fervice,. 
and the pleafure he had received in 
my company ? he faid, yes. Hf, as he 
was incapable himfelf of figning this 
teftament, he agreed that’ the fhep- 
herds fhould fign it for him? he faid, 
yes, yes; and died in pronouncing 
yes. This will was regiftered by a 
coal upon the wall, as we had no pen 
or ink. We buried him that night; 
for I was fo accuftomed to bad for- 
tune, that I feared my prefent good 
luck might fail by the refurrection of 
the 
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THE LIFE OF 
the hermit to revoke his will, I in- 
vited the fhepherds ‘to fup ‘with me, 
but they excufed themfelves on ac- 
count of their being obliged to 20: 
and. lead the flocks home. They 
took their leave, exprefling very great 
concern to fee me in fuch affliction. 


As foon as they were gone, I went: 
to examine the {tate of my property. 
In the inner apartment I found a 
clofet, which ferved as cellar and lar-. 
der, in which there was a large cafk 
of excellent wine, and: another of oil ; 
two jars of honey, a great deal of falt 
meat, and fome dried fruits. There: 
were alfo two. fhelves of books, con- 
fifting chiefly of hiftory and theology. 
To thefe Iam indebted for amufe-. 
ment and infiruction in my. leifure 
hours; and to them my ‘readers are 
indebted for forming the ftilein which, 
my memoirs are written. 
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All thefe acquifitions delighted me 
vaftly; but there was one thing yet 
wanting ; I could not conceive that a 
man who was fo provident, fhould be 
without money. Irenewed my fearch, 
therefore, and at length dilcovered a 
cheft, but did not find even in that 
what I was in fearch of ; it contained 
only clothesand linen. I had a great 
mind to go to the old man’s tomb, 
and enquire where he kept his money, 


for I had heard that ghofts always, 


difcover thofe fecrets; but I judged 
he would reproach me for my folly, 
in fuppofing fo wife a man would 
keep his money in a cheft, when his 
retreat was fo favourable for.a vifit 
from thieves. I thought this idea 
was an inf piration from his {pirit, and 
t led me to confider, if I had money 
to hide, where I fhould conceal. it. 
It immediately {truck me, that the 
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place I fhould chufe would be behind 
thealtar.. I therefore went there jm- 
mediately, and taking down the front 
of it, which was compoled of baked 
Clay, perceived a hole about the fize 
ofa real; my heart began to palpi- 
tate, and my blood to boil at this: 


fight, 


I took a fpade, and in lefs than 
two moments difeovered the reliques 
which were buried in that confecrat- 
ed ground. I found an-earthen veffel 
quite full of money; I counted it; 
there was fix hundred’ reals. I was 
fo tranfported at the fight of this 
money, that I thought I fhould have 
died with joy on the fpot. I took it 
from that place, and made a hole in 
the ground under a tree, at fome 
diftance from the hermitage, that 
in cafe fome new misfortune fhould 
draw 
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draw me from my retreat, I might 
have wherewithal to pafs the remain- 
der of my days in comfort. 


When T had finifhed this bufinefs, 
I returned to the altar, which I re- 
placed in its former fituation. The 
next morning I put on the habit of 
the deceafed, and went to the prior 
of the convent to inform him of what 
had happened. I found the whole 
community to which the hermitage 
belonged, in full convocation; they 
were called the brotherhood of St. 
Lazarus, which I conceived a good 
omen, from the relation of our ndmes. 
‘This holy brotherhood perceiving me 
grey headed, of a venerable mien and 
palid afpeét, which are great re- 
quifites for the profeffion, feemed in- 
clined to accept me into the fra- 
termity ; but they objected to my 


want 























180 THE LIFE OF 


want of beard; however, as I pro- 
mifed to let mine grow, and the 
fhepherds vouched for the deceafed 
having left me all his property, they 
agreed. to give me the provifion of the 
chapel. 


This difficulty of the beard re- 
minds me of a circumftance related 
to me once bya monk. He told me, 
that neither in his religion or that of 
others more reformed, did they ever 
elect a fuperior who had not a very 
fine beard; fo far did they carry this, 
that they often admitted men of in- 
ferior underftanding, who purely poi- 
fefled that advantage, and excluded 
thofe of the greateft abilities for want 
of it; as if wifdom, “and a capacity 
toregulate a community, depended 
on the texture of the {kin. My new 
brethren then recommended to mete 
follow 
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a 

,. follow the example of my predeceffor, 

- X.who had acquired fuch reputation for 
piety, that he was regarded asa faint. 
1 promifed to lead the life of a Her- 
cules. They fignified to me that I 
was to alk alms only on Tuefdays 
and Saturdays; for if I did on the 
other days, the mendicant brother- 
hood would punifh me. I promifed 
to obferve all they faid, particularly 
in what related to thecommunity they 
mentioned, fince I had once been in 
their hands, and knew therefore what 
they were capable of. I then took 
my leave, and proceeded immediately 
to afk alms (it being Saturday) at the 
neighbouring houfes. I afked in a 
low, devout, and humble tone, as the. 
blind man had taught me. It was 
not from neceflity that I did this, but 
in compliance with cuftom. For ac- 
cording to the example of my bre- 
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thren, the more I had, the more fo- 
licitous I fhould be to accumulate. 


Thofe who: heard me afk money for 
the illumination of St. Lazarus, came 
out of their houfes, not knowing my 
voice;. they were aftonifhed to find a 
ftranger, and enquired of me what 
was become of the good father Anfelm 
(the name. of the deeeafed.) I told 
them. he was dead ; one faid, God reft 
his. foul, he. was very. good ; another, 
he is now in heaven; fome faid,.blefled 
are thofe who lead fuch alife. A good 
woman aflured the byeftanders he had 
not tafted meat for fix years ; her neigh- 
bour went further, and faid he never 
tafted any thing but bread and water.. 
Ah, thought I, how little do people 
know of thofe they lavifhly praife or 
virulently decry! One of thofe good 
people enquired what I had done with 
his 
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his habit; I told her that was it I 
wore. ~She immediately took her 
{eiffars, and cut a piece from the part 
next her, faying, «don’t be fur prifed 
my friend ; I am anxious to have a 
relique of that blefled i and will 
pay you for the damage done to your 
habit.” Doubtlefs, {aid fome of the 
byeftanders, he will be canonized foon, 
for he has already wrought fome 
miracles. In fhort, I found the good 
hermit fuch a favorite, that I took 
the hint, and henceforth afked aling 
for the ‘illumination of the bleffed 
Anfelm, inftead of for St. Lazarus. 
IT never could comprehend the mean- 
ing of this afking alms to pray for the 
enlightning’ of the faints, who are 
themfelves lights; but I muft avoid 
touching on this firing, left it fhould 
jar. I went very regularly at firft to 
afk alms on. the days appointed, lefs 

K 2 from 













































THE LIFE OF 


from the ufual incentive with my: 
brethren of accumulating riches, than 
from apprehenfion that refraining 
from it night lead people to fufpect 
my treafure ; however,. time leffened 
this apprehenfion, and I have pafled 
feveral years without any moieftation,. 
and in perfect eafe and tranquillity. 
I follow the example of my prede- 
ceffor in doing as my inclination 
prompts, and like him, am in a fair 
way of being canonized by thole too 
who formerly would have given me 
bruifes inftead of bleffings. I fome- 
times read, fometimes write, and fome- 
times reflect. The following obfer- 
vations have. often occured to me; 
that we often fee men raifed from the 
dirt, who acquire riches, honors, and 


a 
ay 


eftimation without our knowing how 
f we afk, is fuch a one wife or inge- 
nious? 


1ey attained, or are intitled to then 
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nious? has he genius or talents? the 
anfwer is no; but he is fortunate. 
We fee others on the contrary, who 
are fenfible, clever, indufirious, and 
capable of governing a kingdom, who 
are poor, deferted, and defpifed ; en- 
quire the caufe, and you are told they 
are unfortunate. It fhould feem there- 
fore, that chance governs the world; 
but this miftake arifes from our view- 
ing only one point of a, man’s life, 
er judging his happinefs from his fi- 
tuation. A manmay be very happy at 
one period of life, and very miferable 
atanother. Or he may be apparently 
happy or miferable, and be in reality 
the reverfe; for a fplendid atid 
ance often este an aching heart, as 


ced 


atattered cloak often covers a Beare ful 
mind. Jam myfeli an inftance of the 
truth of what I ine hee Once I was 
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fery; Iam now in the enjoyment of all 
earthly felicity. I have alfo had an 
aching heart under-a velvet cloak, 
and a chearful mind under a tattered 
one. Hence then let noman defpair. 
Inmy long and various peregrinations, 
I have feen much of the world.; I have 
drawn. this knowledge from it, that 
none are conitantly happy or con- 
ftantly miferable. Let. thofe there- 
fore who are happy, bear profperity 
with moderation ; let thofe who are 
wretched, fuftain their. misfortunes 
with patience, and look forward to 


hope. 


THE END, 







































TO fatisfy the-curiofity of the readers (who are 
doubtlefs interefted in the fate of Lazarillo) to the 
utmoft of our power, we inform them, that he died 
in peace at his hermitage, fome years after he had 
written his hiftory, and was buried in the chapel 
of it, where his tomb is fltill to be be feen, with 
the following infcription’: 


Here lies the Body of 
BROTHER LAZARILLO GONZALES, 
furnamed De ‘TorMEs; 
who having played on the great Stage 
of the World the following Characters, 
Blind Man’s Boy, Clerk of the Village, 
Valet to all Sorts of Matters, 
Water Merchant, Public Cryer, India Merchant, 
Sea Montter, 


"OT 
an 


ther, 
died a Hermit on the rath of September, 
in the Year 1570, aged 69 Years, 
5 Months, and 11 Days. 


Kn herr: 

















